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Mass Schedule 
 

  Saturday:      4:30  PM (St. Liborius) 
  Sunday:         8:30 AM        
                       10:30 AM  (St. Liborius)       
  Monday:        7:00 PM                        
  Tuesday:       8:00 AM 
  Wednesday:   7:00 PM (St. Liborius) 
  Thursday:       8:30 AM (St. Liborius) 
  Friday:            8:00 AM (St. Liborius)                                    
   
Rosary :  Mondays, 6:30 PM (St. Mary) 
 
  Eucharistic Adoration: First Monday of 
  each month from 8:00 AM-6:30 PM. 
         (excluding July & August) 
 
                                   

 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
   

 Monday    6:00-7:00 PM 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
  Parents wishing to have their first child baptized 
at St. Mary are required to attend a Baptismal 
Preparation Class which is held on the first  
Monday of the month after 7:00 p.m. Mass.   
Baptisms are normally celebrated after the  
regular Mass time on Sundays, but can be  
arranged at other times or during Mass upon 
request. 
 Please call the church office at (708) 748-6686 
to schedule. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage  
  Wedding ceremonies must be arranged at least 
6 months in advance.  Contact the church office 
at (708) 748-6686. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Due to the Privacy Act, hospitals can no 
longer inform us when a parishioner is admit-
ted to the hospital. A close relative needs to 
notify the church office at  (708) 748-6686 to 
request an anointing for parishioners who are 
hospitalized or seriously ill at home. 

 
 

Pentecost Sunday 
May 31, 2020 



  
 
 
 

 
                 
 

Estimated Parish Budget Expense (2017-2018)    
$235,260.00 

 
 
 

Weekly Parish Budget:     $4,524.00  
(Budget Expense divided by 52 weeks. This is the minimum 
amount needed weekly to help the parish meet its weekly  
goal).     
 
Due to the cancellation of Masses the only information 
we have is from online giving. 
 
 
 
                                        May 24, 2020 
 
                                            $1747.50 
 
            Sunday Offertory:                       $665.00 
            Online Giving:                             $592.50 
            Ascension:                                  $180.00 
            Father’s Day:                                 $10.00 
            Building/Improvement Fund:     $300.00 
 
            Catholic Relief Services:                $5.00 
           *not included in parish budget 
                         
                                                   
     Thank you for your continued support of St. Mary! 
                    
 
 

 
                   MASS INTENTIONS                                    
 
                        June 1-June 7 
 

Monday:      7:00p    People of St. Mary                                                                                                                                         
Tuesday:     8:00a    John Green (Liz Green) 
Wednesday: 7:00p    At St. Liborius                    
Thursday:     8:30a    At St. Librium 
Friday:          8:00a    At St. Liborius  
Saturday      4:30p    At St. Liborius                           
Sunday        8:30a   Joseph & Marie Skummer 
                   10:30a    At St. Liborius                                            

 
                  Please pray for the repose of the soul 
                of Patrick Young, son of parishioner 
                Thomas young, who passed away  
                 recently. 

THE RICHNESS OF THE SPIRIT 
 
 Students, and most adults recalling their 
school days, are familiar with the phrase 
“compare and contrast” that shows up from time 
to time on tests. Today we hear two different ac-
counts of the giving of the Holy Spirit to the 
church. Let’s contrast, then compare. Luke’s ac-
count from Acts is filled with arresting details: the 
mighty wind from heaven, the tongues of flame, 
the miracle of different languages. John’s account 
seems timid: fearful disciples, the wounded 
Christ, the expelling of breath from his risen body, 
not from the sky. Our literal, modern minds won-
der which way it happened; our noisy culture 
probably makes us prefer the former. But if we 
compare the two, we find that the dazzling rich-
ness of the Spirit fills both accounts, for it is the 
very breath of the risen Christ, ascended to the 
sky in Luke, that appears to his disciples in John 
and sends his followers forth to carry on his mis-
sion of forgiving sin and proclaiming the mighty 
acts of God.           Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

  PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 
Dear Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in 
the Most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist. I love you 
above all things, and I desire to receive your Body 
and Blood. 
 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you  
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 
heart. Stay close to me, Jesus, so that I may be 
close to all our sisters and brothers, especially those 
who are most in need of your loving care.   Amen. 

 
TODAY’S READINGS 

 
First Reading — Filled with the Holy Spirit, the apos-
tles begin to speak in tongues (Acts 2:1-11). 
Psalm — Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the 
face 
of the earth (Psalm 104). 
Second Reading — In one Spirit we are baptized 
into one body and given to drink of one Spirit  
(1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13). 
Gospel — Jesus Christ appears to the disciples and 
sends them on their mission with the power to forgive 
or retain sins through the Holy Spirit (John 20:19-23). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary 
for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English 
in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 



 
     
                                    From the pen of the pastor….. 
 
 
 (If this bulletin article seems familiar that because it’s a repeat of last year’s Pentecost article.  Between the Memorial 
Day weekend and the dislocation in my schedule caused by the stay-at-home order I forgot to write a new article.  I will 
point out that this article is relevant to current events.  The mighty deeds of God are not necessarily those that we look 
for or expect.  They are not necessarily bright or flashy drawing attention to themselves.  Rather, they are often subtle, 
changing our lives and the world in ways that are only appreciated well after they occur.  Consider the first Pentecost.  
Very few outside of Jerusalem that day knew that anything unusual had occurred there, yet the effects of the Apostles 
going from Jerusalem – inspired by the Holy Spirit – in time changed the world.) 
 
The first reading today ends with the line “yet we hear them speaking in our own tongues of the mighty acts of God.”  
This is indeed one of the great lines of scripture.  Now you might think that what makes this passage remarkable is that 
the apostles are speaking in different languages to a diverse and varied group of people who do not have a language in 
common.  And yes, the fact that people can hear and understand the apostles speaking in their own native language is 
truly a mighty act of God.  However, it is only one of the mighty acts of God that have occurred, are occurring, and will 
occur.  The meaning of this great line of scripture is to acknowledge that God truly makes Himself known to us human 
beings in ways that we can comprehend and marvel at. 
 
There are several misguided ways that we human beings think about God that pop up again and again throughout  
history.  Some of these ideas are particularly influential in today’s society.  For example, to think of God as some 
 impersonal force rather than an actual person with whom it is possible to be in relationship with.  God is not some 
 energy field that simply exists and be used or harnessed for our own purposes.  Rather, God is a person (or to be 
 precise three persons – we are Christians after all) who is actively engaged in the universe.  Who does create marvels 
for us to wonder at.  Another fallacy is to think that God has simply abandoned us to our own devices or that God does 
not care about what we do.  God cares very much about our well-being – in a multitude of ways such as spiritual,  
physical, and mental – and desires for us to live our lives in a way that supports everlasting happiness.  Too often, what 
people mean when they think that God does not care about them is that for them to follow God would mean to make 
difficult changes to their lives that they do not desire to make.  So, they simply say that God does not care in order to 
make no changes in their lives.  In this case, there are mighty acts of God, but people do not wish to acknowledge 
them.   
 
The mighty acts of God that the people visiting Jerusalem marvel at are reminders that God is acting in the world to 
help steer us into following Him.  Notice how none of the mighty acts of God described in scripture make us follow him.  
Instead, they encourage us to follow Him by demonstrating that God truly is involved in our world and in our lives.  The 
greatest of the mighty acts of God is the resurrection of His Son our Lord Jesus Christ.  Through the resurrection of 
Christ God has freed us from our sins, made us part of his own people, and given us the hope of everlasting life.  This 
is truly a might act that we should join the people of Jerusalem in marveling at and thanking God for. 

                                                                                                                                             ~Father Eickhoff 

 
 

PENTECOST 
 

Unless the eye catch fire, 
God will not be seen. 

Unless the ear catch fire, 
God will not be heard. 

Unless the tongue catch fire, 
God will not be named. 

Unless the heart catch fire, 
God will not be loved. 

Unless the mind catch fire, 
God will not be known. 

                                                                              —William Blake 

 
ST. MARY PARISH SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS 

 
St. Mary Parish will again offer scholarships to registered, 
active families whose children attend Mother Teresa 
Catholic Academy or the Catholic high school of their 
choice.  
 
The scholarships are for the upcoming school year and 
must be re-applied for each year. Those who qualify for 
the scholarship will receive $600.00 toward tuition at  
Mother Teresa Catholic Academy or $750.00 toward  
tuition at the Catholic high school of their choice.  
Families with more than one child will receive $250.00 for 
each additional child in the school(s). All scholarship funds 
are paid directly to the school. 
 
Applications are available in the church office. The office  
is presently only open on Tuesday mornings from 8:30 AM 
until noon. Please turn in completed applications by  
August 1, 2020. 



 
 
 
 
    
 
   This Monday we celebrated Memorial Day. I want to thank all who serve and  
      have served our great country, especially remembering those who gave ALL! 
 
 
                                   Have you ever asked the question: 

                                                                        WHERE DOES MEMORIAL DAY COME FROM? 
 
A memorial is noun that means “something designed to preserve the memory of a person, event, etc., as a monu-
ment or a holiday.” It’s an also adjective, meaning “preserving the memory of a person or thing; commemora-
tive.” Memorial Day, then, is a holiday set aside for observances in memory of dead members of the armed forces of 
all wars. 
 
Several cities claim to have held the first Memorial Day either during the Civil War or in the wake of it. In October 
1864, a group of women in Boalsburg, Pennsylvania decorated the graves of fallen soldiers with flowers. In April 
1865, a group of Black people, mostly former slaves, moved over 200 bodies of Union soldiers that had been buried 
in a mass grave into individual graves. On May 1, 1865, a parade of over 10,000 people was held to honor those who 
died and to commemorate the end of the war. 
In the following years, many other communities through the U.S. held similar ceremonies. Waterloo, New York held 
an annual community-wide event from 1866 on, leading the town to be recognized as the birthplace of Memorial 
Day by the federal government in 1966. That same year, the Grand Army of the Republic, a Union veterans group, 
recorded that many of its state groups observed what they called a Memorial Day. 
In 1868, General John A. Logan, a member of the Grand Army of the Republic, proposed holding a national ceremo-
ny on May 30th. The event, held at Arlington National Cemetery, was called Decoration Day after the tradition 
of decorating soldiers’ graves with flowers. The date was chosen, in part, because it didn’t correspond with any  
specific battle. 
New York made Decoration Day a state holiday in 1873, changing the official name to Memorial Day in 1889. 
 In 1888, Decoration Day was made a holiday for federal employees. By 1890, all the Union states had  
adopted Decoration Day or Memorial Day as a state holiday. 
Southern states tended to observe their own rites on different dates, and several Southern states currently recognize 
a Confederate Memorial Day in addition to the national holiday. 
Following World War I, Memorial Day was held to honor all those who died while serving in the military, not just those 
lost in the Civil War. 
 
In 1950, Congress passed a joint resolution, signed by President Truman, “proclaiming Memorial Day, Tuesday, May 
30, 1950, and each succeeding Memorial Day, as a day of prayer for permanent peace.” 
The National Holiday Act, passed in 1968 and put into effect in 1971, changed the date of Memorial Day from May 
30th, to the last Monday of May, and made Memorial Day a national holiday. 
The long weekend is often considered the unofficial start of summer and is often celebrated with parties and barbe-
cues. Some feel that the long weekend has detracted from the holiday’s somber purpose. In 1972, Time called the 
long weekend “a three-day nationwide hootenanny that seems to have lost much of its original purpose.” Late Hawai-
ian Senator and World War II veteran Daniel Inouye introduced legislation to move Memorial Day back to May 30, 
beginning in the late 1980s, and continued to pursue the change through the remainder of his life. 
People used the day for celebration or leisure almost from its beginning, though. An 1883 Cincinnati  
Enquirer headline asked: “Is Memorial Day To Be Desecrated By Holiday Sports?” 
In 2000, Congress passed a resolution, signed by President Clinton, urging Americans to set aside 3pm on Memorial 
Day “to observe a National Moment of Remembrance to honor the men and women of the United States who died in 
the pursuit of freedom and peace.”     ~ dictionary.com 
  
 I know that life the last couple of months has been anything near what we would call normal. But, we, my faith family 
as thankful, grateful, blessed people of God let us thank, pray for and honor our all our Veterans on Memorial Day 
and every day; without the sacrifices of these brave men, there would be no home of the free, no United States of 
America. We know to whom I owe. First to God and then to those who fight for liberty!  

 

https://www.dictionary.com/browse/memorial
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/memory
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/memory
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/memorial-day
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/american-civil-war
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/commemorate
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/decoration
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/somber


                            
 
 
   Happy birthday to our Catholic Church! Happy birthday 
to you! You who are the body of the Church! We all have 
our own birth days, and we celebrate them because they 
mark the day of the year in which we entered  into this life. 
But did you know you have a second birthday? Because 
you/we are all a part of the body of the Church, Pentecost 
is the Church's birthday, and yours as well. And like any 
birthday, it's a cause for celebration. We, as Catholics cel-
ebrate the birth of our Church. 
 
The word Pentecost is Greek and it means "50th day." 
Fifty days after Easter Sunday, we celebrate the coming 
of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and their followers, 
and the beginning of their Earthly ministry to make disci-
ples of all nations. Pentecost always occurs 50 days after 
the death and resurrection of Jesus, and ten days after his 
ascension into heaven. Because Easter is a moveable 
feast without a fixed date, and Pentecost depends on the 
timing of Easter, Pentecost can fall anywhere between 
May 10 and June 13. 
 
At Pentecost, the Apostles and their followers were gath-
ered in a room. Jews from all over the world were gath-
ered with Peter, the leader of the Apostles and the Eleven. 
At this time, a great wind blew and a flame appeared as a 
tongue of fire, which split itself into many individual flames 
above the heads of all those present. The Holy Spirit 
came upon these people and each began to speak in 
tongues. Despite the fact many had no common lan-
guage, they were perfectly able to understand one anoth-
er. 
Peter then called all those present to be baptized and 
about three thousand people were baptized that day. 
These people were among the first Catholics, and Peter is 
the first pope of the Catholic Church. 
 
Pentecost vestments and customs around the world: 
 
Typically, priests will wear red vestments on Pentecost, 
symbolic of the burning fire of God’s love and the tongues 
of fire that descended on the apostles. Parishioners are 
also invited to wear red on this day. 
 
However, in some parts of the world, Pentecost is also 
referred to as “WhitSunday”, or White Sunday, referring to 
the white vestments that are typically worn in Britain and 
Ireland. The white is symbolic of the dove of the Holy Spir-
it, and typical of the vestments that catechumens desiring 
baptism wear on that day. 
 
An Italian Pentecost tradition is to scatter rose leaves from 
the ceiling of the churches to recall the miracle of the fiery 
tongues, and so in some places in Italy, Pentecost is 
sometimes called Pascha Rosatum (Easter roses). 
 
In France, it is tradition to blow trumpets during Mass to 
recall the sound of the driving wind of the Holy Spirit. 
 
In Asia, it is typical to have an extra service, called  
genuflexion, during which long poems and prayers are  
recited. 

 
 
 
 
 In Russia, Mass goers often carry flowers or green  
branches during Pentecost services. 
 
 The symbols of Pentecost are the flame, wind, and the 
dove, which represents the Holy Spirit.  
 
The fruits of the Holy Spirit are:  Self-Control, Faithfulness, 
Kindness, Goodness, Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, and 
Gentleness.  
 
The Gifts of the Holy Spirit are:  Wisdom, Understanding,  
Counsel, Piety, Knowledge, Fortitude, and Fear of the 
Lord. 
 
As I write this we in the planning process to reopen our 
beloved Church. What a tremendous way to celebrate our 
birthday, Happy Pentecost!!! 
 
A couple of reminders from the office of the Bishop: 
 
Sunday, May 31, the Feast of Pentecost: I invite all those 
preparing to receive Confirmation (youth and adults, the 
elect and candidates for full communion), along with their 
loved ones and Sponsors, to attend a special livestream 
Mass that I will be celebrating especially with them at 2:00 
pm, May 31st from the Cathedral of St Raymond 
Nonnatus.  
 
Sunday, June 14th, the Feast of Corpus Christi: I invite all 
children who have been preparing to receive their First 
Holy Communion, along with their families and loved 
ones, to attend a special livestream Mass that I will be 
celebrating especially with them at 2:00 pm June 14th 
from the Cathedral of St. Raymond Nonnatus. 
 
Peace and Prayers, Deacon David 
                                                                                                               


