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Mass Schedule 
 

  Saturday:      4:30  PM (St. Liborius) 
  Sunday:         8:30 AM        
                       10:30 AM  (St. Liborius)       
  Monday:        7:00 PM                        
  Tuesday:       8:00 AM 
  Wednesday:   7:00 PM (St. Liborius) 
  Thursday:       8:30 AM (St. Liborius) 
  Friday:            8:00 AM (St. Liborius)                                    
   
Rosary :  Mondays, 6:30 PM (St. Mary) 
 
  Eucharistic Adoration: First Monday of 
  each month from 8:00 AM-6:30 PM. 
         (excluding July & August) 
 
                                   

 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
   

 Monday    6:00-7:00 PM 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
  Parents wishing to have their first child baptized 
at St. Mary are required to attend a Baptismal 
Preparation Class which is held on the first  
Monday of the month after 7:00 p.m. Mass.   
Baptisms are normally celebrated after the  
regular Mass time on Sundays, but can be  
arranged at other times or during Mass upon 
request. 
 Please call the church office at (708) 748-6686 
to schedule. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage  
  Wedding ceremonies must be arranged at least 
6 months in advance.  Contact the church office 
at (708) 748-6686. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Due to the Privacy Act, hospitals can no 
longer inform us when a parishioner is admit-
ted to the hospital. A close relative needs to 
notify the church office at  (708) 748-6686 to 
request an anointing for parishioners who are 
hospitalized or seriously ill at home. 

 
 

The Ascension of the Lord 
May 24, 2020 



  
 
 
 
                 
 

Estimated Parish Budget Expense (2017-2018)    
$235,260.00 

 
 
 

Weekly Parish Budget:     $4,524.00  
(Budget Expense divided by 52 weeks. This is the minimum 
amount needed weekly to help the parish meet its weekly  
goal).     
 
Due to the cancellation of Masses the only information 
we have is from online giving. 
 
 
 
                                       May 17, 2020 
 
                                            $2087.50 
 
        Sunday Offertory                                     $1430.00 
        Online Giving:                                            $442.50  
        Ascension:                                                   $20.00 
        Mother’s Day:                                               $35.00 
        Father’s Day:                                                $15.00 
        Building/Improvement Fund:                     $145.00 
 
        Parish Scholarship Fund:                           $25.00 
        *not included in parish budget 
 
 
                         
      Thank you for your continued support of St. Mary!                                                            
 
 
     

 
                   MASS INTENTIONS                                    
 
                     May 25-May 31 
 

Monday:      7:00p    For Those Who Have Given Their 
                                  Lives For Our Country                                                                                                                                         
Tuesday:     8:00a    The People of St. Mary 
 Wednesday: 7:00p   At St. Liborius                    
 Thursday:     8:30a   At st. Liborius 
Friday:          8:00a    At St. Liborius  
Saturday      4:30p     At St. Liborius                           
Sunday        8:30a    Deceased Members of the Grossi 
                                  Family (Mary Anne Mele)                                                                                                                                
                   10:30a    At St. Liborius                                            

 
 

  PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 
Dear Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in 
the Most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist. I love 
you above all things, and I desire to receive your 
Body and Blood. 
 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you  
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 
heart. Stay close to me, Jesus, so that I may be 
close to all our sisters and brothers, especially 
those who are most in need of your loving care.    
Amen.  

 
“PUSHED” OUT ON MISSION 

 
 There is a delightful character in the original Dr. 
Dolittle Tales called the “Pushmi-Pullyu.” It is a beast 
with two identical halves, with a head at each end. No 
matter which direction the beast walks, one end is the 
“push me” and the other is the “pull you.” Today’s feast 
is a bit like that in the life of the church. In the book of 
the Acts of the Apostles, it is the ascension of Christ 
that calls for the Holy Spirit, which consequently sends 
or “pushes” the church out on its mission. This is the 
message that we hear from the angels today as they tell 
the friends of Jesus not to look up into the clouds, but to 
get busy. It is the message of Jesus himself in Mat-
thew’s Gospel, as he sends them out to baptize. He 
also tells them, “I am with you always, until the end of 
the age” (Matthew 28:20). And it is this message, confi-
dent in faith that Jesus has ascended to shouts of joy, 
that “pulls” us along to our final destiny. The life of the 
faithful disciple, sent into the world on mission, will one 
day know the same risen, ascended glory. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TODAY’S READINGS 
 

First Reading — Jesus tells the disciples that they will 
be witnesses to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:1-11). 
Psalm — God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a 
blare of trumpets for the Lord (Psalm 47). 
Second Reading — May the Father of glory give you a 
Spirit of wisdom and revelation (Ephesians 1:17-23). 
Gospel — Jesus instructs the Eleven to baptize and 
teach people of all nations (Matthew 28:16-20). 
 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for 
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the 
Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

  Additional mothers, living and 
  deceased who are especially 
  remembered… 
 

                            Antoinette Murray 
                            Lorraine Smith 
                             Frances Baran 



 
                
                                        From the pen of the pastor…. 
                       
 
Lo, the great PLAN to reopen our parishes has arrived…all 46 pages of it.  The directives and requirements that need 
to be met in order to once again celebrate the Mass and the other Sacraments are exceedingly detailed and onerous.  
Yet, at least it’s a glimmer of light that portends that at some point we will be able to hold Mass with the people at St. 
Liborius and St. Mary.  In order to reopen our parishes, I will be needing your help and assistance.  In the days to 
come, I will be asking for volunteers and assistance to carry out the directives.  Please help out to the best of your 
ability.  I tell you truly that without the assistance of the people of St. Liborius and St. Mary our churches will not be 
able to reopen for Mass when the ban on gatherings of ten or more people is lifted. 
 
I want to sketch out for you what will be required to meet the directives placed upon us for reopening the church: 
 

• The seating capacity of the church will be reduced.  I anticipate no more than 125 people in the church for any 
one Mass at either St. Liborius or St. Mary.  There will be a reservation/ticketing system set up to sign up for 
Mass. 

• Persons who are sick from any cause or suffering from any condition that creates an enhanced risk of contracting 
COVID-19 should not attend Mass.  The dispensation from attending Sunday Mass will remain in effect for the 
foreseeable future. 

• Persons entering the church must bring a mask and wear it at all times while inside the church. 

• Persons will need to be mindful of the requirement to maintain social distancing between persons of different 
households. 

• The church will need to be thoroughly cleaned after every Mass or any other event held in the church. 
 

• Volunteers will be needed to assist in preparing the church before every Mass and cleaning the church after every 
Mass.   There are pages of directions to follow in terms of how the church is to be prepared prior to Mass and 
cleaned after Mass. 

 
There is no time frame at the moment for restarting Mass with the people.  Currently, we are limited by the order of 
the Governor to gatherings of ten persons or fewer.  Under these conditions there will not be public Mass.  We must 
wait until more than ten people can be gathered for Mass before restarting public Mass.  In the meantime, we can  
prepare so that when we are able to hold Masses with the people again, we will be ready to do so immediately.   
 
In the future I will be sending out via Flocknotes, the parish websites, and the bulletin notices that describe in further 
detail the requirements that we need to meet, the changes inside the church that need to be done, and the proce-
dures that everyone will need to follow while attending Mass or other sacraments at St. Liborius or St. Mary. 
In other news, in cooperation with Mother Teresa Catholic Academy, St. Liborius and St. Mary Parishes have  
purchased the necessary equipment to record and livestream Masses and other church and school events.  Since the 
seating capacity of the parishes will be reduced and persons who are particularly vulnerable to the sickness are being 
asked not to attend Mass the need for live steaming is likely to stay with us for a long time to come.  MTCA will also 
be able to use the equipment to live stream school events that family members of students may not be able to attend.  
Hopefully, Sunday Mass will go live by the end of the month of May. 
 
Finally, I want to thank everyone who has continued to financially support both St. Mary and St. Liborius during this 
time.  Your generosity is greatly appreciated.  Still, I must point out that the contributions received since the stay-at-
home order began have been about 60 percent of the norm for the time period.  I ask you to please continue to  
support your local parish to the best of your ability. 
                                                                                                                        ~Father Eickhoff 
 

A STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 
 
In today’s Gospel Jesus charges his followers to “make disciples of all nations.” What exactly is going on here? 
What is this Great Commission anyway? Good stewards know they are directed to share what they exercise stew-
ardship over: their life of faith in Christ Jesus. They know Jesus didn’t direct them to go to church and to keep quiet 
about it; or to go out into the neighborhood, workplace or marketplace and just be nice to others. The Good News 
of Jesus Christ is meant to be shared. Many people in our communities either do not know about Jesus Christ, 
 reject his Good News or have abandoned him.  
            Does that bother us?      Do we care?      Do we realize we are supposed to do something about it? 
 
                                                                                                                           International Catholic Stewardship Council 



Our Faith Family has forty-five children waiting to receive their First Holy Communion. All the 
plans that were in place and all the backup plans we made, and we make, so far God has laughed at! 
One thing we can do is pray for the Communicants. When they finally do receive their First Holy Com-
munion I believe they will remember that day forever. What a story they will have to tell their children 
and grandchildren! So instead of praying for the “group” I ask to pray for these specific children, as 
they wait patiently on God’s plans to receive their First Holy Communion. 
 

St. Mary - St. Liborius - and MTCA 

 

Domenick Anaclerio                                          
Natalie Banuelos 
Madisen Biesboer 

Gianna Boren 
Isaiah Castillo 

Anna Chambers 
Noah Chuprevich 

Mia Courson 
Elise Curliss 
Andy Flores 

Demescio Flores 
Courtney Hajduk 
Tyler Hemphill 

Sophia Hernandez 
Dario Jiminez 

Emilie Johnston 
Gabriella Kelly 
Vincenzo  Kelly 
Paige Kostner 
Finley Lause 

Thomas Lustyk 
Aaliyuah McMillian 

Benjamin Moran 
  

Dalton Moran 
 Lucas Moran 
Brandon Neis 

Alaina Pacheco 
Harper Peterson 
Nora Pisarczyk 

Vincenzo Queiroli 
Ivan Resendez 

Emma Schissler 
Zachery Schwarz 
Isabella Senese 

Fiona Smith 
Justine Steadman 
Nicholas Stewart 
Alexandra Torres 
Paulina Torres 
Jackson Traina 
Alyssia Trevino 
Rafael Vargas 
Juan Vergara 
Silas Weber 

Keara Winters 
Ava Wolff  

“Patience is the companion of wisdom.” 
~St Augustine 



    CATHOLIC MINISTRIES  ANNUAL APPEAL UPDATE 
 
       Please Be Kind and Merciful to those in need.  
 
A mailing has been sent to all parishioners who have not 
yet made a gift to the Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal 
(CMAA). Please prayerfully consider supporting the 
CMAA, if your means allow.  
 
     The CMAA helps our parish and the Diocese of Joliet 
to provide vital ministries, programs and services to  
support our friends and neighbors in need, especially 
during these unprecedented times. Our parish goal is 
$15,200.00 and to date we have received $10,875.00 in 
pledges with $8,295.00 paid. Thank you for your support! 

 

 

REFLECTING ON GOD’S WORD 

 
We can get caught up in the details and miss the heart 
of the message today. Where did Jesus go? Is heaven 
“up there”? Why doesn’t Matthew’s Gospel have Jesus 
being taken up? Doesn’t this feast remove Jesus from 
us, to some place where he “sits at the right hand of the 
Father”? Sound a little disengaged? 
 
In his introduction to the writings of St. Bernard of Clair-
vaux, Jean Leclercq writes that the mystery of the  
Ascension fulfilled the mystery of love in which Jesus 
returns to the glory of the Father. The Son then sends 
the Spirit to unite us with the Father in love. Thus, in 
Bernard’s thought, the Ascension is a symbol for the 
passage of Christ from his life in mortal flesh to glorious 
life in the Spirit. This same transition from flesh to Spirit 
can also be accomplished in us, since it has already 
taken place in Christ. 
 
But we are not simply passive recipients. There is work 
to be done. Luke’s angels bluntly tell the apostles to get 
moving. Matthew’s final scene spells out the work: “Go 
forth and make disciples, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and teaching others to 
observe all that I have commanded you” (Matthew 
28:19). Witness to Jesus, in word and deed. 
 
The task of spreading the good news that is Jesus 
Christ, teaching others about him, can seem daunting. 
But we are not alone. We have the promise that the 
Holy Spirit will work with us; in Matthew, Jesus’ final 
words are reassuring: “I am with you always” (28:20). 
That is reason enough to work with confidence. 

—James A. Wallace, C.Ss.R. 
Copyright © 2013, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 
 

MOTHER TERESA CATHOLIC ACADEMY 
HALF-A-HOG RAFFLE RESULTS 

 
Thank you so much to everyone that participated in 
the Mother Teresa Catholic Academy Hog Raffle! On 
May 13th we pulled the two winning tickets. 
 
Congratulations!  
 
Maria Lucente ticket #596527 
Stephanie Peciulis ticket #596579  
 

  
 
 
 
 
THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 
            Look, Up in the Sky! 
 
Around holidays, people tend to look fondly 

back on past celebrations and romanticize old relation-
ships. For some, remembering the past is the best 
part of their holiday. That is the image we get from the 
first reading as the apostles look up to heaven after 
the Ascension. They think it is Jesus’ last Resurrection 
appearance and that they will never see him again. 
Maybe they were still amazed at seeing him ascend 
that way. Or maybe they were remembering all the 
things he said and did with them. 

We too sometimes look at the great feasts of 
Christmas and Easter in that way. We may dwell on 
the beauty of the decorations, on the innocence of the 
baby Jesus, on the horror of his passion and death, or 
on the wonder of his resurrection. Then when the holy 
day is over, we go back to our normal routine. Per-
haps we need an angel to chide us for “looking at the 
sky.” 

The angels were trying to tell the apostles two 
things. One was that Jesus would return as he left—in 
glory. This was not a time to say goodbye but a time of 
hope; the Lord who had changed their lives so radical-
ly would change the world next. While they certainly 
should remember Jesus and all he taught them, they 
should also expect to see him again. Once they re-
ceived the Holy Spirit, they would see how Jesus was 
present in the church, the mystical Body of Christ. 

The second thing the angels were telling them 
was to begin following Jesus’ command to spread the 
good news to all nations. They would soon realize that 
Jesus was alive in them, not just as a fond memory, 
but with the power of his Spirit. With this power they 
would do mighty deeds in Jesus’ name and be his wit-
nesses to the world. 
Because of what the apostles accomplished, we are 
now Jesus’ witnesses to the world. We celebrate his 
death and resurrection not as a fond memory, but to 
encourage each other to spread the Good News. We 
too have the hope of seeing Jesus come in glory, even 
as we see him now with the eyes of faith. 
 
Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 


