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Mass Schedule 
 

  Saturday:      4:30  PM (St. Liborius) 
  Sunday:         8:30 AM        
                       10:30 AM  (St. Liborius)       
  Monday:        7:00 PM                        
  Tuesday:       8:00 AM 
  Wednesday:   7:00 PM (St. Liborius) 
  Thursday:       8:30 AM (MTCA) 
  Friday:            8:00 AM (St. Liborius)                                    
   
Rosary :  Mondays, 6:30 PM (St. Mary) 
 
  Eucharistic Adoration: First Monday of 
  each month from 8:00 AM-6:30 PM. 
         (excluding July & August) 
 
                                   

 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
   

 Monday    6:00-7:00 PM 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
  Parents wishing to have their first child baptized 
at St. Mary are required to attend a Baptismal 
Preparation Class which is held on the first  
Monday of the month after 7:00 p.m. Mass.   
Baptisms are normally celebrated after the  
regular Mass time on Sundays, but can be  
arranged at other times or during Mass upon 
request. 
 Please call the church office at (708) 748-6686 
to schedule. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage  
  Wedding ceremonies must be arranged at least 
6 months in advance.  Contact the church office 
at (708) 748-6686. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Due to the Privacy Act, hospitals can no 
longer inform us when a parishioner is admit-
ted to the hospital. A close relative needs to 
notify the church office at  (708) 748-6686 to 
request an anointing for parishioners who are 
hospitalized or seriously ill at home. 

 
 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
May 17, 2020 



  
 
 
 

 
                 
 

Estimated Parish Budget Expense (2017-2018)    
$235,260.00 

 
 
 

Weekly Parish Budget:     $4,524.00  
(Budget Expense divided by 52 weeks. This is the minimum 
amount needed weekly to help the parish meet its weekly  
goal).     
 
 
 
                                      May 10, 2020 
 
 
                                           $2462.50 
 
        Sunday Offertory                                  $1086.00   
        Online Giving:                                         $982.50 
        Mother’s Day:                                          $110.00 
        Easter:                                                       $34.00 
        Ascension:                                                $25.00 
        Building/Improvement Fund:                 $225.00 
 
        Parish Scholarship Fund:                         $80.00         
        *not included in parish budget 
 
 
                         
     Thank you for your continued support of St. Mary!                                             

  
 

 
                   MASS INTENTIONS                                    
 
                     May 18-May 23 
 

Monday:      7:00p    Michael Comer (LouiseComer)                                                                                                                             
Tuesday:     8:00a    Deceased Members of the Bramanti  
                                  Family (Mary Anne Mele) 
Wednesday: 7:00p   At St. Liborius                    
Thursday:     8:30a   At St. Liborius 
Friday:          8:00a    At St. Liborius  
Saturday      4:30p    At St. Liborius                           
Sunday        8:30a   Joseph & Marie Skummer 
                                  Witkus & Stane Families (Family) 
                                  Alice Moroney (Jane Schmitt)  
                                  Mothers’ Mass of Remembrance                             
                   10:30a    At St. Liborius                                            
                                                                                   

 

Additional mothers, living and 
deceased who are especially 
remembered… 

 
   Harriet Gezich          Dorothy Szymanski 
   Exilda Grimmenga   Marianne Szymanski 
   Mary Parson            Marion Straub 
   Mary, Retta, & Chris Schanaberger 

THE REASON FOR OUR HOPE 
 
 “What is the reason for your hope?” Imagine  
somebody coming up to you and asking you that ques-
tion. Not “What are you hoping for?” or “What are you 
hoping to do?” No, this isn’t about our desires for  
possessions or aspirations for life, it’s “Why do you 
hope?” Peter today tells us that we ought to be ready to 
give an answer to this question. Truth be told, few of us 
spend much time thinking about why we hope. Luckily, 
the scriptures today give us our answers. We hope  
because Christ suffered for us, in order that we might 
come to God. We hope because we know that, in the 
Spirit, God grants us another Advocate through Christ 
to remain with us always. No matter what we might 
hope for, whatever we might hope to do, we must 
 always first know and proclaim the reason for our 
hope: the presence of God in Christ, with us through 
the power of the Spirit.          Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

           
           PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 
Dear Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the 
Most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist. I love you 
above all things, and I desire to receive your Body  
and Blood. Since I cannot at this moment receive you 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. 
Stay close to me, Jesus, so that I may be close to all 
our sisters and brothers, especially those who are 
most in need of your loving care.    Amen.  

 
TODAY’S READINGS 

 
First Reading — The people of Samaria accepted 
the word of God preached by Philip; they received the 
Holy Spirit (Acts 8:5-8, 14-17). 
Psalm — Let all the earth cry out to God with joy  
(Psalm 66) 
Second Reading — Act with gentleness and rever-
ence toward all, so that when you are maligned those 
who defame you will be the ones put to shame (1 Pe-
ter 3:15-18) or 1 Peter 4:13-16. 
Gospel — I will not leave you orphans, but will come 
to you (John 14:15-21) or Jn 17:1-11a. 
 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary 
for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English 
in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 



 
 
    From the pen of the pastor... 
 
 
 
Do you remember the first couple weeks of March 
2020?  It was a different world.  No stay-at-home  
order, no wearing of masks in public, and everything 
important that was scheduled to occur for the next few 
months was already on the calendar.  I haven’t had the 
heart to clean out my calendar of all the events that 
were supposed to occur but did not or will not now.  
One of those events was the Graduation Mass for  
Mother Teresa Catholic Academy which was scheduled 
for Tuesday evening of this week.   
Graduation as it normally happens will not happen now, 
though something else will take its place.  Still, it will not 
be the same.  A sad truth that we all learn at some 
point is that for all our planning sometimes things  
happen that we don’t anticipate or desire. 
 
I will say that, although the teachers, staff, and  
students of MTCA didn’t anticipate or desire the way  
in which this school year ended, they have risen to the 
challenge of continuing to teach and to learn.  Classes 
are still in session on-line.  Teachers are still giving  
instruction in various subjects and students are still  
doing classwork.  Even more impressively, students  
are still doing assignments for credit and tests are still 
being given and graded.  Despite the difficulties that 
resulted from suddenly switching to an at-home learn-
ing environment the students of MTCA are still on track 
to cover almost all the material they would have learned 
if they had been able to stay in school this year.  It is to 
the credit of the teachers, staff, students, and parents 
of MTCA that this has been done. 
 
I look forward to seeing the students of MTCA back in 
school next school year.  However, we must say  
goodbye to the graduating Eighth Graders who will be 
leaving for High School.  Of course, I hope that they 
don’t simply disappear.  Perhaps they will visit MTCA in 
the future when it is again possible to enter the school 
to reminisce over their grade school memories.  Or, 
should they be parishioners of St. Liborius or St. Mary, I 
will see them at Mass when we are able to hold Sunday 
Mass once again.  In any event they will carry with 
them the most interesting memories of what student life 
was like during the Spring of 2020.  I ask each of you to  
congratulate our graduating students – if only in your 
thoughts – and to pray for them so that with the help of 
God they may be worthy examples of Christian youth in 
the model of St. Teresa of Calcutta wherever they may 
go. 
 
                                                    ~Father Eickhoff 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MTCA Class of 2020 

 
Isabella Arechiga 
Michael Biesboer 
Timothy Christie 
Julia Easterday 
Marcus Everhart 
Jennessa Israel 
Tristan Kalvig 
Matthew King 

Hannah LeCocq 
Natalie Lynch 
Brianna Lynn 

Angelina Moore 
Nicholas Neri 
Nicole Paris 

Emma Perchinski 
Patrick Sullivan 

Anthony Talarico 
Kailey VanEs 

Kasey VanHootegem 
 
 

    Congratulations and God’s Blessings to all! 



 
 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

 As Jesus prepared the apostles for the time when he would no longer be with them physically, and knowing 
that they would face hardship, trials, and persecution in the future, he promised them an Advocate, the Holy Spirit. 
Through baptism that same Spirit dwells within us, always with us to guide us in the truth of God’s love and strength-
en us so that we may know Christ and live as Christ’s people. Now, as in every time, God knows it is not always 
easy to live as a Christian. With the assurance of the Holy Spirit’s presence, we find the grace to love Jesus and to 
keep the Lord’s commandments. 
 
STRENGTHENED TO LIVE AS CHRIST’S OWN 
 We might look at the world around us and conclude that this is the most challenging time in history during 
which to live as a person of faith. Yet we know this is not so. Throughout the ages, people of faith have faced mock-
ery, persecution, and even death as a result of their commitment to Christ. Still, it is important for us to acknowledge 
the challenge of living as a Christian today, when faith is viewed with ambivalence at best, and often with antago-
nism. Some do not understand how faith and reason can sit side by side, even though many of the world’s greatest 
scientific discoveries have been made by people of faith. Others see the failures of the Church or its leaders and 
discount faith as a result. We rely on the powerful presence of the Holy Spirit to be with us when we are mocked or 
simply misunderstood on account of our faith in Jesus Christ. Through the Holy Spirit, we will find the grace to live 
with conviction as Christian people. 
 
THE REASON FOR OUR HOPE 
 Saint Peter admonishes us, “Always be ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason 
for your hope.” One of the greatest gifts of faith in our lives is our hope in Christ Jesus. Through Christ, we keep our 
eyes on the wider view of life here on earth and everlasting life with God. We know that the trials and challenges of 
today do not have the final word, and do not have power over us. With the presence of the Advocate, we have the 
help we need to live as God directs and desires, so that the world might come to know Christ through the witness of 
our lives. This is a hope-filled, meaningful way of life. When so much of our surrounding culture speaks of imperma-
nence and momentary distractions, we have the hope of meaning and purpose today and the promise of eternal life 
to come. 
 
Today’s Readings: Acts 8:5–8, 14–17; Ps 66:1–3, 4–5, 6–7, 16, 20; 1 Peter 3:15–18; John 14:15–21  
 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

 

 
  FROM MOTHER TERESA CATHOLIC ACADEMY~ 
 
 
Dear St. Mary parishioners,                                                                      
  
We are so thankful to all of you for supporting our  
“A Night at the Races” Spring Gala. This event is one  
of our largest fundraisers of the year; all profits are  
returned to the school for educational programming  
and continued school improvement. If you did not al-
ready know, we must regretfully inform you that we have 
had to cancel our event due to the ongoing COVID-19  
concerns. We are very grateful for your generous  
sponsorships. We would be very grateful to keep these 
donations, but if you would like your donation returned, 
please let us know. Again, we are very grateful for your 
generosity. 
  
Many prayers & blessings, 
  
Mrs. Annie Murray & the Spring & 
The Spring Gala Committee 
  

 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who supported Mother  
Teresa Catholic Academy by purchasing a Spring  
Raffle ticket! 
  
               Congratulations to the following winners! 
  
  

 Sharon King 
Tim Perchinski 

 Amanda Zagone 
 Tammy Kryza 
  Delores Ickis 

Michael Senese  
David Goss 

  
   We are thankful for your support throughout the year! 
                                  God Bless 
 



 
 
 
As I drove down my father’s block this week I saw a 
sign on a neighbor’s lawn that said, “FAITH NOT 
FEAR.”  
 
As much as I try to stay positive and optimistic, and I try 
to discern God’s will in all I do, in all I say, and especial-
ly in all that I write in St. Liborius’ bulletin.  At times I find 
it difficult to discern what it is that God wants me to do, 
to say and to write. We are all adults, and we are all 
living in and sharing this temporary world. We know that 
God is in charge! And I really do try to bring peace into 
my life and all our lives. There are some very scary 
things going on right now. And as I try to think with you 
what the will of God is for me and for our parish. I guess 
we do not need a prophetic gift to figure out how this 
situation affects people closed in their houses. Where 
shall I start? Do you know that in this time, abuse of 
alcohol is drastically rising, liquor stores are not closed, 
but Churches are? I have not heard the latest statistics, 
but my guess would be that abuse of drugs is also on 
the rise. CBD stores are not closed, but Churches are! 
We know that all this leads to more depression, more 
suicides, more pornography, more divorces and just as I 
was writing this I hear about more child abuse. Are we 
going to help it by opening more liquor stores? Or may-
be we should consider opening the Churches. And this 
is not just my imagination, I know concrete people from 
our own Faith Family who struggle with some of these 
problems. You may think I’ve gone mad, but I ask the 
question, is it better to die of corona virus then in des-
pair, depression, violence, alcohol, alone; or is it better 
to be sick with corona virus than destroy your life with 
divorce, and other sins mentioned, and then be sick of 
yourself?   
 
Sin is still sin even if it’s legal, and the whole world 
is doing it!!!  
 
 I guess that it hurts me to see my faith family in such 
spiritual need, angry, and I seem so helpless to help. 
This feeling that the Church has abandoned us at a time 
when we need Her the most.   I think of the lives of 
saints, who from the moment of their baptism had a 
“target on their backs”, were marked for death because 
of their faith. Each time they went for the Eucharist 
meant they could be fed to the lions, tortured, or cruci-
fied, just for being a Christian. I think about a member of 
our own faith family, who shared that during childhood 
his family would have to take a boat to an island to go to 
Mass in a cave, so that the Communists would not kill 
them. Then I think of the many places around the world 
today, where it is a death sentence to be a Christian…
FAITH NOT FEAR. I ask, what is faith giving you? And 
the answer is: Eternal life. These are two opposite 
things we can transmit to our children: fear or faith. If 
fear leads our actions, we will teach our children fear 
and they will always be slaves of fear. If faith conquers 
fear in us, then faith leads our actions and we will pre-
pare our children for the life of freedom.  
 
 

 
 
 

Numerous people alive today have only known times  
of “milk and honey”. That may explain why so many  
have turned their backs on any faith life at all. And why  
numbers were down across all faith denominations,  
even before this Covid 19 virus.  
 
Disclaimer: This is an extremely difficult, serious subject 
to tackle in a single bulletin article. Truth can be found 
in balance between two sides of the story. I have only 
vented Deacon David’s one side of a topic. I spoke only 
that we need to conquer fear with faith and that we 
should not allow our fears to prevent us or even  
diminish our search for God. I did not say anything 
about being careful, not taking any unnecessary risks 
everyone has to find balance for oneself in his or her 
own particular situation … I know all this is very 
important, but I feel that other side of the story is  
already over emphasized; to the point that in many  
people, their fears have raised to such a level that they 
have forgotten that we have a Father in heaven ~ 
Psalm 103:19 The LORD has established His throne in 
heaven, and His kingdom rules over all.  
 
It was just a sign in a yard, “FAITH NOT FEAR!                  
~ Deacon David 
 

 

REFLECTING ON GOD’S WORD 

 
The head nurse had called Mary Beth in desperation. 
“The patient in 207 can’t talk because of her throat 
cancer surgery. She is so agitated by her daughters 
that I’m concerned about her recovery. They fight over 
everything from what treatment she should receive to 
where she should go when we release her from the 
hospital. Help!” Mary Beth had done pastoral care in 
the hospital long enough to have gotten a reputation 
with the nursing staff for her healing presence. She 
was only in the room ten minutes before the patient 
was calm and smiling, and the sisters had agreed to 
sit down with a social worker to discuss their options. 
 
In today’s first reading we see the Holy Spirit at work 
in Philip, Peter, and John. They are living proof that 
Jesus’ healing presence lives in them. With words, 
prayer, and touch they communicate the Spirit that 
unites the crowds, heals the sick, and brings the Sa-
maritans to life in the Spirit. Looking back at previous 
Easter readings from the Acts of the Apostles, we can 
see that now all the  
believers in the ancient world are united in the Spirit—
Jews in Jerusalem, Hellenist Greek-speaking Jews,  
Gentiles, and now Samaritans. They are cured of their 
divisions and united in harmony through the healing 
presence of the Holy Spirit. Alleluia! 
—Virginia Stillwell 

Copyright © 2013, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 


