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Mass Schedule 
 

  Saturday:      4:30  PM (St. Liborius) 
  Sunday:         8:30 AM        
                       10:30 AM  (St. Liborius)       
  Monday:        7:00 PM                        
  Tuesday:       8:00 AM 
  Wednesday:   7:00 PM (St. Liborius) 
  Thursday:       8:30 AM (MTCA) 
  Friday:            8:00 AM (St. Liborius)                                    
   
Rosary :  Mondays, 6:30 PM (St. Mary) 
 
  Eucharistic Adoration: First Monday of 
  each month from 8:00 AM-6:30 PM. 
         (excluding July & August) 
 
                                   

 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
   

 Monday    6:00-7:00 PM 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
  Parents wishing to have their first child baptized 
at St. Mary are required to attend a Baptismal 
Preparation Class which is held on the first  
Monday of the month after 7:00 p.m. Mass.   
Baptisms are normally celebrated after the  
regular Mass time on Sundays, but can be  
arranged at other times or during Mass upon 
request. 
 Please call the church office at (708) 748-6686 
to schedule. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage  
  Wedding ceremonies must be arranged at least 
6 months in advance.  Contact the church office 
at (708) 748-6686. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Due to the Privacy Act, hospitals can no 
longer inform us when a parishioner is admit-
ted to the hospital. A close relative needs to 
notify the church office at  (708) 748-6686 to 
request an anointing for parishioners who are 
hospitalized or seriously ill at home. 

 
 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
May 10, 2020 

  



  
 
 
 

 
                 
 

Estimated Parish Budget Expense (2017-2018)    
$235,260.00 

 
 
 

Weekly Parish Budget:     $4,524.00  
(Budget Expense divided by 52 weeks. This is the minimum 
amount needed weekly to help the parish meet its weekly  
goal).     
 
Due to the cancellation of Masses the only information 
we have is from online giving. 
 
 
 
                                        May 3, 2020 
 
                                           $3927.50 
 
        Sunday Offertory:                                  $2282.00 
        Online Giving:                                        $1052.50 
        Easter:                                                      $120.00 
        Ascension:                                                 $31.00 
        Mother’s Day:                                             $91.00    
        Father’s Day:                                              $21.00 
        Building/Improvement Fund:                  $330.00 
 
        Parish Scholarship Fund:                         $35.00 
        Catholic Home Missions:                          $10.00 
        *not included in parish budget 
 
 
 
 

 Thank you for your continued support of St. Mary! 
 
 
                         

 
                   MASS INTENTIONS                                    
 
                       May 11-May 17 
 
 
 

Monday:       7:00p    Vanessa Stephenson (Liz Green)                                                                                                                             
Tuesday:      8:00a    People of St. Mary 
Wednesday:  7:00p    At St. Liborius                    
Thursday:      8:30a    At St. Liborius 
Friday:           8:00a    At St. Liborius  
Saturday        4:30p    At St. Liborius                           
Sunday         8:30a    Pearl Spinozzi (Family) 
                                   Varga Family                                   
                    10:30a    At St. Liborius                                            
                                                                                   

 
Pope Francis Accepts Bishop R. Daniel Conlon's 
Resignation as Bishop of Joliet  
 
On May 4, 2020 Pope Francis announced that he has 
accepted the resignation of the Most Reverend R.  
Daniel Conlon as the Bishop of Joliet and appointed 
Bishop Richard E. Pates, Bishop Emeritus of Des 
Moines, as Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese. 
 Bishop Pates has been serving in this capacity while 
Bishop Conlon has been on medical leave.  
 
“On behalf of the entire diocese, I extend to Bishop 
Conlon heartfelt thanks for the dedicated and effective 
ministry that he has rendered the Diocese of Joliet  
during his tenure as its shepherd. We assure the bishop 
of our continuing prayer especially for his good health. 
May his retirement be a blessed time. We feel fortunate 
that he intends to remain with us in the diocese. We 
look forward to celebrating a Mass of Thanksgiving and 
reception in his honor soon.” Bishop Pates said.  
 
Bishop Conlon was appointed to his current post on 
May 17, 2011 and installed on July 14, 2011. On 
December 27, 2019, Pope Francis granted Bishop  
Conlon a medical leave of absence.  

 
VOCATION 

 
 Roman Catholics in the United States spend a 
good deal of time speaking of “vocation” and the man-
ner in which each of us discerns our vocation for life. In 
today’s apostolic letter, however, Peter gives us the 
“cornerstone” of our vocation, the description of what 
each of us is called to first and foremost by our 
 baptism. He describes our vocation as “a chosen race, 
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of [God’s] 
own, so that you may announce the praises” of Christ, 
who called us out of darkness into light (1 Peter 2:9). 
All of us, no matter what path our life’s vocation may 
take us down, have been chosen by God, made holy, 
and anointed as priests in the high priesthood of Christ 
through baptism. All of this, so that we may announce 
the praises of Christ. Vocation is given for proclamation 
at home, in the workplace—wherever life takes us—in 
service, in word, and in sacrament. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 
               Please pray for the repose of the soul of 
             former parishioner Mike Prokopeak who 
             passed away recently.  

 
“I am the way and the 
truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father  
except through me.” 
                               — John 14:6 



                         
 
         From the Pen of the Pastor….. 
 
Deacon David Prete a few weeks ago had the sign in front of the old school building at St. 
Liborius read “the church is not empty, it is deployed.”  I thought it was a clever saying.  For 
we are not followers of Christ only when we come to church to pray and worship together, 
rather we are followers of Christ wherever we may find ourselves to be.  That can be at work, 
at school, or at home.   
 
Today’s second reading has a similar theme to it.  In 1 Peter 2:5 we hear:  

 
“and, like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood to offer spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” 
 

Our physical churches have several different levels of importance to our lives as Christians.  There is the practical  
level of importance.  Having a place large enough for local Catholics to gather and worship God.  There is the cultural 
level of importance.  Churches are the tangible symbol of a community of likeminded people.  Even more, they are so 
often filled with reminders of our forefathers past efforts to raise up and beautify a place of worship.  Then there is the 
spiritual level of importance.  The church is a place removed from the mundane world to be a holy site dedicated to 
God and to the worship of the Holy Trinity.  During this time when we are prohibited from coming to Mass, we are  
especially reminded of all three levels of importance that our churches have for us. 
 
As important as our physical churches are, we should not lose sight of how important each one of us is to the Church 
of God throughout the world.  Every disciple of Jesus Christ is a “living stone” in the body of the Church which is  
headed by Jesus Christ.  Christ’s command to the Apostles to make disciples of all nations tells us of the practical  
importance that each one of us holds to the Church.  The Church is meant to be numerous, we are not supposed to 
be some small secret sect, rather everyone in every place is called to be a Christian.  Every Christian who lives their 
lives as a disciple of Christ – following Christ’s command to pray, fast, and act with charity – provides a needed and  
beneficial cultural example in our society.  Finally, we demonstrate by our commitment to God - and our willingness to 
sacrifice the good things of this Earth for God - that we have been called by God to a real life not limited by the  
physical things of this world, but to a life that endures forever. 
 
As you spend time at home this week remind yourself that Jesus Christ desires that you dedicate yourself to being His 
“living stone” – strong in faith, hope, and charity – that will help build up the Church of God throughout the world. 
 
                                                                                                                                                  ~Father Eickhoff 
 

 
PUTTING FAITH INTO ACTION IN A TIME OF SOCIAL DISTANCING    

                                          By Leisa Anslinger, associate department director for pastoral life, Archdiocese of Cincinnati 

 
PRAY Spend time with God each day. Read the Bible or a devotional. Meditate. Listen to prayerful music. 
 
PAY ATTENTION  God is with you! Look for God in the care of others and those you care for. See God in the beau-
ty around you. 
 
GROW IN GRATITUDE  Make this a time to be grateful for the blessings of life, faith relationships, gifts, talent and 
resources. 
 
REACH OUT  Reach out to those who are fragile, alone, or in need. Call or video chat with elderly neighbors. 
 
GIVE  Give to your parish. Your faith community is sustained through your giving. 
 
CONNECT  Check in with other parishioners. Gather with others by phone or virtually to stay connected even when 
physically apart. 
 
SHARE FAITH  As you talk with family and friends, share the consolation and hope you have through your faith in 
Jesus. 
 
KEEP SABBATH  Sabbath is a time of rest and renewal in faith. Make this moment of physical distance a time for 
Sabbath 



 
The following mothers, living and 
deceased, will be remembered at the 
Mass to be celebrated at  St. Mary        
on Sunday, May 10th. 

 
          Alice Moroney         Dorothy Schmitt 
          Wanda Drechny       Jean Sullivan     
          Anna Basel              Amelia Herrmann    
          Sophi eMendoza      Marguerite Lejko 
          Therese Liesenfelt    Lois Mundell 
          Brooke Joerms          Jennifer Bartels 
          Lesley Bartels          Amanda DeCamp 

A STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 

In the reading from the Acts of the Apostles we see 
how the first community of Christians gathered togeth-
er to discern and resolve how to care for each other’s 
needs. As good stewards of the sisters and brothers 
who gathered around the Eucharistic table, the com-
munity of faith selected those among them who were 
to ensure that no one was neglected.  

How are we helping to serve the needs of our parish 
family?  

How do we ensure that those who might be perceived 
to be the least of our brothers and sisters are not left 
alone and neglected during these unsettling times? 

 REFLECTING ON GOD’S WORD 

 
Over the years several television shows have focused 
on rebuilding and reshaping houses. For over thirty 
years PBS’s This Old House has offered tips on re-
pairing homes. More recently, Extreme Makeover 
takes a team into someone’s home and transforms it 
to meet the serious needs of its occupants, often 
dealing with health or disability issues or trying to 
serve the larger community in some way. 
From the beginning the church has been imagined as 
a house of living stones, built on Jesus Christ, a 
dwelling place where people come for shelter and 
sustenance, where they can set down their burdens 
and find comfort and consolation before being sent 
back out in the world to make it a better place to live. 
The risen Christ is truly one who offers an “extreme 
makeover.” He can be trusted to shape us into a 
dwelling place where the Spirit of the Lord takes up 
permanent residence, bringing gifts to benefit the 
world. From the beginning there have been challeng-
es for those who form the church, and an ongoing 
need for renovation to meet the needs of the time. 
Our efforts to make the church a home where love, 
mercy, justice, and peace will be found should lead 
us to build more firmly on Jesus our cornerstone. 
When the time comes, the home he promised to pre-
pare for us and take us to should be easily recogniza-
ble. It should not be that much different from the 
church we have been living in all our lives. 

—James A. Wallace, C.Ss.R. 
Copyright © 2013, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

 

LIVING GOD’S WORD 

 
We pray the Lord to give us confidence to trust in his 
word that he has gone to prepare a permanent dwell-
ing place for us, where we will be with him and all 
those who have gone ahead of us. We pray that this 
assurance may strengthen us to live as if we were 
already there. 

Copyright © 2013, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 



  FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER     
                                      
One of the great joys of meeting a newborn is the “game” 
that many people play the first time they see a particular 
baby.  I’m sure you’ve played it many, many times.  I call it 
a “game”, but it’s really just a conversation that takes 
place.  And it involves an attempt to answer a very simple 
question --- “Who does she (or he) look like?”  People 
seem to enjoy trying to figure out whom a child resembles.  
And so, they offer observations such as:  She has her 
mom’s eyes.  That nose is just like her dad’s.  Grandpa 
had those exact same ears.  Her mouth is identical to her 
brother’s.  I can see a little bit of Aunt Amy in her.  She’s 
all her mom’s side of the family --- without a doubt.  It’s 
really kind of fun trying to see a reflection of other family 
members in the face of a tiny baby.  Somehow, someway, 
the likenesses of others often shine forth from a newborn 
baby’s face in clear, distinctive, and remarkable ways --- 
even though many years might separate them. 
 
Of course, as a person ages, other similarities with family 
members may start to become evident also.  People often 
grow up embodying the personality traits of their mother, 
or the mannerisms of their father, or the temperament of a 
grandparent, or the sense of humor of an aunt or uncle.  
Unfortunately, sometimes men and women are even bur-
dened with such things as particular illnesses, physical 
limitations, or addictions which mirror those of others in 
their families.  I guess you could say that we’ve come to 
realize that some of these various characteristics we ac-
quire throughout life are learned, while others have their 
origins at the level of genetics ---- that is, they ultimately 
depend upon our own biological makeup.  
 
“If you know me, then you will also know my Father.  
 From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
 
Today’s Gospel passage from John is from what is called 
the Last Supper Discourse, a conversation Jesus has with 
His disciples after washing their feet.   Jesus knows that 
He doesn’t have much time left.  His passion and death 
are right around the corner.  And He seems to be attempt-
ing to get them to understand some important things about 
Himself and His mission.  And one of those things is the 
idea that, if they want to know God, they only need look at 
Him and His life:  His love and compassion, His teachings, 

His witness, His miracles, His attitudes, His outlook, His 
priorities --- you name it.  Everything about Jesus says 
something about God.  Of course, we have the benefit of 
knowing and believing, in faith, that Jesus is God --- but 
those first disciples almost certainly lacked that under-
standing. 

 
“If you know me, then you will also know my Father.  
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
 
Can we say the same about ourselves? 
At first, it may seem almost blasphemous to utter those 
words.  After all, Jesus reveals God to us in a perfect way 
--- in everything He said and did --- and even in the totality 
of His person --- that is, in His very being.  Therefore, we 
(imperfect creatures) will never be able to reveal God to 

others in the complete and perfect way that Jesus did and 

 
 
be able to reveal God to others in the complete and per-
fect way that Jesus did and does.  That simply would 
not be possible. 
 
And yet, make no mistake about it --- our lives continu-
ally reveal things to others, whether we like it or not.  In 
everything we say and do --- we say something to those 
with whom our lives interact.  There is no getting around 
it.  The question is not whether or not our lives will re-
veal something to others.  They most certainly will.  The 
real question is, what or whom will we make visible to 
others?  What or whom will others come to know 
through us? In other words, what exactly do we want 
our lives to say? 
 
Once we accept that we are called to be the face of 
God to others, we are then forced to reflect on how that 
exactly happens.  How can little old me and little old you 
--- with all our imperfections, faults, limitations, and sin -
-- how can we help others come to know God?  Two 
things immediately come to mind, and they both mirror 
how we develop from infants to adults.  The first is com-
parable to our “biological makeup”.  God made us a 
certain way ---- in His image and likeness.  And so, one 
of the ways we can manifest God to others is simply by 
being ourselves --- our authentic selves, our true selves.  
God made us to love, which means that we are capable 
of tremendous acts of kindness, generosity,  
forgiveness, and mercy.  That’s who we are.  That’s 
what lies at the deepest core of our being. 

And secondly, we can reveal God to others, in a sense, 
by what we have “learned” and continue to learn --- that 
is, by doing our best to imitate our Lord Jesus in all that 
we say and do.  Jesus has modeled it for us.  He lived it 
every second of every day.  And unlike many others 
who lived two thousand years ago, we actually know 
quite a bit about Him ------ about some of the things He 
did and some of the things He said and what He was 
about and what He stood for and what He was willing to 
do and not do.  It’s all there for us to see, to reflect on, 
and to embrace.  Do we want to imitate Him, live like 
Him, lay down our lives like Him? 
 
My faith family, every person we encounter is unknow-
ingly asking the same question we ask when we see a 
newborn baby.  And they will walk away having had 
something revealed to them, one way or another --- ei-
ther for good or for bad. 
 
Who do we look like?   
 
May there only be one answer to that question. 
 
 
~Deacon David 

 


