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Mass Schedule 
 

  Saturday:      4:30  PM (St. Liborius) 
  Sunday:         8:30 AM        
                       10:30 AM  (St. Liborius)       
  Monday:        7:00 PM                        
  Tuesday:       8:00 AM 
  Wednesday:   7:00 PM (St. Liborius) 
  Thursday:       8:30 AM (MTCA) 
  Friday:            8:00 AM (St. Liborius)                                    
   
Rosary :  Mondays, 6:30 PM (St. Mary) 
 
  Eucharistic Adoration: First Monday of 
  each month from 8:00 AM-6:30 PM. 
         (excluding July & August) 
 
                                   

 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
   

 Monday    6:00-7:00 PM 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
  Parents wishing to have their first child baptized 
at St. Mary are required to attend a Baptismal 
Preparation Class which is held on the first  
Monday of the month after 7:00 p.m. Mass.   
Baptisms are normally celebrated after the  
regular Mass time on Sundays, but can be  
arranged at other times or during Mass upon 
request. 
 Please call the church office at (708) 748-6686 
to schedule. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage  
  Wedding ceremonies must be arranged at least 
6 months in advance.  Contact the church office 
at (708) 748-6686. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Due to the Privacy Act, hospitals can no 
longer inform us when a parishioner is admit-
ted to the hospital. A close relative needs to 
notify the church office at  (708) 748-6686 to 
request an anointing for parishioners who are 
hospitalized or seriously ill at home. 

 
 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
May 3, 2020 

  



  
 
 
 

 
 

                 
 

Estimated Parish Budget Expense (2017-2018)    
$235,260.00 

 
 
 

Weekly Parish Budget:     $4,524.00  
(Budget Expense divided by 52 weeks. This is the minimum 
amount needed weekly to help the parish meet its weekly  
goal).     
 
 
                                        April 26, 2020  
 
                                            $2337.50 
 
        Sunday Offertory:                                  $1365.00 
        Online Giving:                                          $562.50 
        Easter:                                                      $400.00 
        Mother’s Day:                                            $10.00 
 
        Catholic Home Missions:                          $45.00 
        *not included in parish budget 
 
 
 
     Thank you or your continuous support of St. Mary! 
 
 
                         

 
                   MASS INTENTIONS                                    
 
                       May 4-May 10 
 

Monday:      7:00p    Edward & Florence Wroblewski  
                                  (Louise Comer)                                                                                                                                         
Tuesday:     8:00a    John Green (Sheila Petter) 
 Wednesday: 7:00p   At St. Liborius                    
 Thursday:     8:30a   At MTCA 
Friday:          8:00a    At St. Liborius  
Saturday      4:30p    At St. Liborius                           
Sunday        8:30a   Joseph & Marie Skummer 
                                 Mothers’ Mass of Remembrance 
                                 Carol Metzger (Wolff Family)                              
                   10:30a    At St. Liborius                                            

 

 
IN NEED OF A SHEPHERD 

 
 For a while it was very fashionable to own pigs 
as pets. The publicity surrounding these creatures 
informed us that they were—contrary to their popular 
image—very clean animals, and also quite smart. 
Sad to say, sheep will most likely never enjoy this 
sort of domestic vogue. They are neither clean nor 
smart and are largely defenseless when left on their 
own, even in large numbers. The biblical image of us 
as the flock of sheep is not a particularly flattering 
one. Sheep without a shepherd are truly sad, be-
cause they most likely will perish either from their 
inability to fend for themselves or from their lack of 
defenses against predators. Placing ourselves in the 
heart of this unflattering image can reinforce our 
faith. Until we come to a profound realization of how 
much we need a shepherd, we cannot appreciate 
how deeply blessed we are to have been given a 
Shepherd, one who laid down his life for us and was 
raised to life eternal in the Spirit, so he might guide 
us and we might follow him in faith forever. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 
KEEPING IN TOUCH 

 
As times passes and we have no idea when we 
may be able to start gathering at Mass again, 
we know that some of our parishioners may not 
have computers or internet access to be able to 
read the church bulletin on the website. If you 
know of someone who you think would like to 
have a church bulletin mailed out to them 
please call the church office at 708-748-6686. 
 
Again, Father Eickhoff is celebrating a private 
Mass on the scheduled days at both parishes 
and the scheduled Mass intentions are being 
remembered. 

TODAY’S READINGS 
 
First Reading — All peoples called by God will re-
ceive the gift of the Spirit if they repent and are bap-
tized  
(Acts 2:14a, 36-41). 
Psalm — The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing 
I shall want (Psalm 23). 
Second Reading — Once we were like straying 
sheep; but now we have been returned to the shep-
herd, our guardian (1 Peter 2:20b-25). 
Gospel — The shepherd leads the sheep out into 
pastures of abundant life (John 10:1-10). 
 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary 
for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on Eng-
lish in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

 
He himself bore our sins in 
his body upon the cross, so 
that, free from sin, we might 
live for righteousness.  
                        — 1 Peter 2:24a 



 
 
     From the pen of the pastor... 
 
 

The Gospel passage today is drawn from the Gospel of John Chapter 10.  In the previous chapter St. John told us of 
the man born blind and how Jesus cured his blindness.  It is a marvelous account of the power of Jesus Christ over 
human illness and suffering.  We do not find it surprising that the man born blind upon discovering that it was Jesus 
who had cured him professed his faith in Jesus as Lord and God.  Often the message we take from this account is 
our need to be open to the power and majesty of God that surrounds us, but which we often do not comprehend or 
acknowledge.  As the lyric goes “I was blind, but now I see.”  This first story revolves around the sense of sight, the 
next Gospel passage – our passage for today – revolves around the sense of hearing. 
 
The parable of the sheep following their true leader is a familiar one to us.  The sheep hear the voice of the true 
shepherd and ignore the voices of the thieves and robbers who would attempt to draw the sheep out of their place of 
safety and destroy them. The sheep know their true shepherd who in turn knows them personally as the Gospel 
states: “he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.” We are the sheep and Jesus the true shepherd.  One 
of the most difficult tasks we have as Christians is to willingly place ourselves in the role of the sheep – one of the 
dumbest, most defenseless of animals – before the Lord; trusting that God will care for us and guard us against 
those who would destroy us.  To be a sheep is to acknowledge to yourself that you can not go it alone in this life. 
 
It seems important for St. John to have both of these accounts of Jesus back to back in his Gospel.  One focusing 
on sight and the other focusing on sound.  Why might this be?  Perhaps it is meant to indicate to Christians that 
there is more than one way to come to know and love Jesus Christ.  Oftentimes I am asked about my “faith journey.”  
I am happy to answer, but I know from speaking with other people that how I came to know and serve God is not 
necessarily the same as how another person has come to know God.  Perhaps St. John knows this and is saying to 
us that not everyone has to come to faith in the same exact way.  Or maybe there is another lesson here.  We do 
not serve or love a distant God.  Jesus, the Son of God, walked amongst us as one of us.  His disciples heard Him 
speak, saw Him perform miracles, touched His hands and side.  The disciples’ experience of God is a personal one.  
The same is true for us today.  We feel the coolness of water touching our skin at baptism and feel the Holy Oils at 
Confirmation or Anointing of the Sick.  We hear the words of absolution during Confession.  We see the good works 
done in the Name of Jesus being done in our midst.  And we taste the Body and Blood of our Lord during  
Communion.  Our experience of God is one that directly engages the senses and is deeply personal to each of us.                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                           ~Father Eickhoff 

Reflecting on God’s Word  

 

    At the end of the day, shepherds would bring their sheep to a common sheepfold, leading them through a gate 
that was guarded during the night. Shepherds would give names to their sheep and call to them when daylight 
came, leading them back out to pasture. Because the sheep recognized the shepherd’s voice there was no mix-up 
with sheep that belonged to others. 
 
The idea that shepherds had a name for each of their sheep brings home the difference between a good shepherd 
and a stranger. The good shepherd was concerned not only for the flock but for each sheep in it. He knew them 
and they knew him. “They will not follow a stranger; they will run away from him, because they do not recognize the 
voice of strangers” (John 10:5). 
 
There are two words in Greek for “good”—agathos and kalos. Agathos refers to moral goodness, as in being a 
“good person.” Kalos refers to being “good at” something. Certainly Jesus is the Good Shepherd in both senses, 
but the word used here is kalos, emphasizing his being “good at” shepherding. 
 
Jesus knows his sheep by name, leads them to safety when darkness falls, and returns them to pasture. He was 
willing to lay down his life for them. Most comforting of all, he came then and comes now so we might have life and 
have it more abundantly. This image challenges all who have been called to be shepherds in today’s church, to be 
good shepherds and to be good at shepherding.                         —James A. Wallace, C.Ss.R   .Copyright © 2013, World Library Publications. . 
 

Living God’s Word 

 
Jesus not only searches us out, but he “bore our sins in his body upon the cross so that, free from sin, we might 
live for righteousness” (1 Peter 2:24). We praise the Father for giving us Jesus as “the shepherd and guardian of 
our souls” and we pray for all who minister to God’s people (2:25).    Copyright © 2013, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 



 
 
   From Deacon David 
 
Why is it --- in so many areas of life --- 

that we are convinced that we know what’s best?  
Why do some of us have such a hard time taking 
advice, direction, or orders from others?  Why do 
we almost always prefer the easy bosses, the easy 
coaches, the easy teachers, the easy relationships; 
and by that I mean relationships in which there are 
few responsibilities, expectations or demands? 
 
It seems that “intellectually” we understand the need 
to sometimes listen to what others have to say and to 
heed their advice and direction.  But in practice, our 
attitude often becomes the opposite.  And it is no 
different when it comes to God. 
 
“. . . the sheep hear his voice . . . He walks ahead of 
them, and the sheep follow him.” 
 
The fourth Sunday of Easter is commonly called 
Good Shepherd Sunday.  And each year on this day 
we hear about the importance of listening to God’s 
voice and following where he leads.  And in theory -
-- as a “concept” --- I would argue that every single 
one of us would agree with those statements.  We 
wouldn’t practice our faith if we didn’t (at some lev-
el) want to place our lives in God’s hands, listen to 
His voice, and let Him lead us to where we need to 
be.  So far so good.  
 
The problem comes when we actually hear what it is 
He is calling us to.  Listen to what we heard in to-
day’s Second Reading from the First Letter of Peter: 
“For this you have been called, because Christ also 
suffered for you, leaving you an example you should 
follow . . . When he was insulted, he returned no in-
sult; when he suffered, he did not threaten; instead, 

he handed himself over . . .” 
 

That’s what we are called to.  That’s how we are 
invited to live.  That’s what the voice of the Good 
Shepherd is revealing to us and beckoning us to em-
brace, to be --- a life of love and self-emptying in 
imitation of the One who is Life and Love --- a life 
of giving and loving, then giving and loving some 
more, and some more, and some more.  There really 
isn’t any “me” in it.  And at times, it can be so hard 
to “buy into” or “get on board with”. 
  

 
There is one huge difference between our journey 
of faith and the examples given above.  In the 
workplace it is our “job” to please the boss.  It’s 
not more complicated than that.  And when we are 
playing on a team it is our “job” to take direction 
from the coach.  And the reality is that sometimes 
the coach or the boss or the teacher won’t be right 
or won’t have all the right answers or won’t al-
ways know what’s best.  But it is not that way 
with God.  Each of our faith journeys and our 
commitment to discipleship is not a “job”.  And 
our responsibility as people of faith is not to make 
God “happy”. 
 
What?  Isn’t that our only responsibility --- mak-
ing God happy?  My faith family, it is God who 
wants US to be happy.  He doesn’t invite us to a 
certain way of living in order to meet some need 
within himself God has no needs in that sense. He 
asks us to listen to His voice precisely so that our 
needs and the needs of the whole world can be 
met --- in other words, so that we can flourish in 
ways we are not capable of even imagining.  
But it can’t happen if we aren’t willing to buy 
what he is selling, if we aren’t willing to embrace 
profound mercy, boundless generosity, non-
violence, and radical love.  In other words, it can’t 
happen unless we are absolutely willing to accept 
that God truly knows what is best. 
 
The sheep hear his voice . . . . . May we always 
have the courage to not only hear God’s voice, but 
accept its invitation as well, trusting that there is 
no wiser thing to do or safer place to be --- in his 
care, under his protection, and following his 
lead… 
Psalm 23 A psalm of David.  
Deacon David’s Favorite Psalm! 
 
The LORD is my shepherd; there is nothing I 
lack. In green pastures he makes me lie down; to 
still waters he leads me; he restores my soul. He 
guides me along right paths for the sake of His 
name.  Even though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you 
are with me; your rod and your staff comfort me. 
You set a table before me in front of my enemies; 
You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
Indeed, goodness and mercy will pursue me all 
the days of my life; I will dwell in the house of 
the LORD for endless days. 



HALF-A-HOG RAFFLE 
 

There is still time to get in on MTCA’s Half-A-Hog Raffle ! 
 
Due to the generosity of one of our school families 
MTCA is pleased to announce a Half-A-Hog Raffle. 
2 lucky winners will each receive about 80 lbs. of non-
GMO, steroid free meat. 
 
The drawing will take place on May 13th, 2020…. 
the deadline for ticket purchase is May 8th. Call the 
school office to purchase tickets by credit card.  Office 
hours are limited, but if you leave a message your call 
will be returned. Tickets may also be mailed to MTCA, 
24201 S. Kings Road, Crete, IL 60417.  
 
Questions? Please contact Stephanie Oviyach at 
soviyach@mtcacademy.org.  

CHANGES TO UPCOMING EVENTS 

Night at the Races 
Has been cancelled! 

 

MTCA Craft Fair! 

Has been postponed until 

Saturday, October 17th 
9:00 am until 3:00 pm 

Sorry for any inconvenience! 

             Stay well, we hope to see you soon. 


