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Mass Schedule 
 

  Saturday:      4:30  PM (St. Liborius) 
  Sunday:         8:30 AM        
                       10:30 AM  (St. Liborius)       
  Monday:        7:00 PM                        
  Tuesday:       8:00 AM 
  Wednesday:   7:00 PM (St. Liborius) 
  Thursday:       8:30 AM (MTCA) 
  Friday:            8:00 AM (St. Liborius)                                    
   
 Rosary :  Mondays, 6:30 PM (St. Mary) 
 
  Eucharistic Adoration: First Monday of 
  each month from 8:00 AM-6:30 PM. 
         (excluding July & August) 
 
                                   

 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
   

 Monday    6:00-7:00 PM 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
  Parents wishing to have their first child baptized 
at St. Mary are required to attend a Baptismal 
Preparation Class which is held on the first  
Monday of the month after 7:00 p.m. Mass.   
Baptisms are normally celebrated after the  
regular Mass time on Sundays, but can be  
arranged at other times or during Mass upon 
request. 
 Please call the church office at (708) 748-6686 
to schedule. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage  
  Wedding ceremonies must be arranged at least 
6 months in advance.  Contact the church office 
at (708) 748-6686. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Due to the Privacy Act, hospitals can no 
longer inform us when a parishioner is admit-
ted to the hospital. A close relative needs to 
notify the church office at  (708) 748-6686 to 
request an anointing for parishioners who are 
hospitalized or seriously ill at home. 

 
 

Third Sunday of Easter 
April  26, 2020 



  
 
 
 
                 
 

Estimated Parish Budget Expense (2017-2018)    
$235,260.00 

 
 

Weekly Parish Budget:     $4,524.00  
(Budget Expense divided by 52 weeks. This is the minimum 
amount needed weekly to help the parish meet its weekly  
goal).     
 
Due to the cancellation of Masses the only information 
we have is from online giving. 
 
 
 
                                    April 19, 2020 
 
 
                                         $3797.50 
 
        Sunday Offertory                          $1330.00 
        Online Giving:                                 $957.50  
        Easter :                                           $1075.00 
        Building/Improvement Fund:         $435.00 
 
        Parish Scholarship Fund:                $25.00 
        Good Friday (Holy Land):                $25.00 
        *not included in parish budget 
 
 
     Thank you for your continued support of St. Mary! 
 

 
                   MASS INTENTIONS                                    
 
                     April 20 –May 3 
 

Monday:       7:00p    Judi Wray (Family)                                                                                                                                         
Tuesday:      8:00a    People of St. Mary 
 Wednesday: 7:00p   At St. Liborius                    
 Thursday:      8:30a   At MTCA 
Friday:           8:00a    At St. Liborius  
Saturday        4:30p   At St. Liborius                           
Sunday         8:30a   Emil, Alice, & Tom DiTella (Mary 
                                  Anne Mele)  
                                  Connie Middleton (Family)  

GOD’S PLAN 
 
 Saint Peter speaks to us twice today. In the first 
reading, we hear an excerpt from his sermon on  
Pentecost; in the second, part of his first letter. Once a 
frightened, uneducated fisherman who often said just 
the wrong thing, now Peter is speaking what he knows 
to be true. Everything Jesus had said now makes 
sense. His death and rising were all part of God’s plan, 
and our faith and hope can be centered on God. 
 Today’s Gospel tells the story of Jesus’ walk to  
Emmaus with two of the disciples. Frightened, sad, and 
confused, the two of them don’t recognize Jesus, who 
tells them what we heard Peter say above: All this had 
to happen as part of God’s plan. In the end, these  
disciples recognize Jesus as we are to recognize him—
in the breaking of the bread. 
                                                            Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Yes, we did decorate the church for Easter.  Alleluia! 
 
Donations for Easter flowers were made in honor of or in 
memory of… 
Dalverny Family     Shoemaker Family  Lescovitz Family 
Edward Christo       Edward Gezich       John Szymanski 
Joe Schanaberger  Therese Liesenfelt  Leslie Liesenfelt 
Alan Bartels            Welmer Bartels       Lois Mundell 

 SPIRITUAL COMMUNION   
 
  Saint Thomas Aquinas defined “spiritual communion” 
as “an ardent desire to receive Jesus in the Holy  
Sacrament and a loving embrace as though we had 
already received Him. Saint Teresa of Avila wrote: 
“When you cannot receive Communion and 
cannot attend Mass, you can make a spiritual 
communion, which is a most beneficial practice; by 
it the love of God will be greatly impressed on you.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 
Dear Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the 
Most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist. I love you above 
all things, and I desire to receive your Body and Blood. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramental-
ly, come at least spiritually into my heart. Stay close to 
me, Jesus, so that I may be close to all our sisters and 
brothers, especially those who are most in need of your 
loving care.    Amen.  



 
 Happy Easter! 
 
It is true that there doesn’t seem to be much to cheer about this Easter Season.  However, it is  
for events such as this epidemic that we should rejoice over the victory over the power of Sin 
and Death that was won for us by our Savior Jesus Christ.  As Christians we understand that 
nothing that happens on this Earth can separate us from the love of God.  The only way we can 

be separated from God’s love is for us to break away from God by our own actions.  If we hold fast to God through 
whatever circumstances there might be – even terrible circumstances – God will hold fast to us and we will share in 
Christ’s victory over the grave.   So yes there is much to rejoice over this Easter Season. 
 
I wanted to give you an update as to what is happening at St. Liborius, St. Mary, and Mother Teresa Catholic  
Academy.  I also want to let you know about the latest information I have received from our bishop about activities in 
our parishes and school. 
 
The public celebration of Sunday and daily Masses remain suspended.  I continue to say privately every Mass at both 
St. Liborius and St. Mary as regularly scheduled; however I can not invite anyone other then servers, musicians, and 
necessary technical staff to the Mass.  I do not know when this suspension will be lifted.  Bishop Pates has written 
that the suspension will only be lifted when the directives from the State of Illinois allow for it. Funeral Masses and 
Wedding Masses can be celebrated in the church with restrictions. There can be only ten persons in the church for 
funeral or wedding Masses. 
 
There are no scheduled times for the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  I can meet with penitents for the Sacrament of 
Confession when there is an extraordinary need per the directive of the bishop.   Please call the St. Liborius office 
and leave a message on my voicemail and I will speak to you over the phone as to whether it is possible to meet. 
The Sacrament of Baptism remains suspended unless there is an urgent necessity concerning the life of the child or 
parent. 
 
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is still available.  There are some restrictions.  If the person who needs to 
be anointed is at a private residence I simply ask that there be ten or fewer people present in the home when I come 
to the house.  If the person is at a hospital, nursing home, retirement home etc. please understand that I may not be 
able to gain entry to anoint the sick person. 
 
All school buildings in the Diocese of Joliet are closed for the remainder of the school year.  Mother Teresa Catholic 
Academy will continue with at home learning until the end of the current school year. What this means for the  
graduation Mass I do not know.  I very much doubt that the graduation Mass or other graduation ceremonies will be 
held as they normally are held this year.  The staff at MTCA are working on alternative forms of ceremonies. 
 
All in-church Religious Education is canceled for the remainder of the school year.  The RE staff at both St. Mary and 
St. Liborius are working to provide at home learning for RE students through the end of the school year. 
First Communion Masses are suspended.  I have no idea when we will be able to reschedule them.  I also do not 
know what kind of restrictions there may be on the number of people in the church when we are able to reschedule 
them. 
 
All youth group activities are currently suspended indefinitely. I hope that the suspension will be lifted for the  
summer months and that we will be able to hold Totus Tuus and VBS this summer.  The Faith Formation staff are 
working on the assumption that we will be able to hold these events this summer and are continuing preparations for 
them. 
 
All other parish activities are currently suspended until further notice. 
The parish and school grounds are currently closed to all meetings, events, gatherings etc. 
The only exception to the above is Community Outreach at St. Liborius.  The bishop’s most recent letter specifically 
commended those parishes that continue to serve the poor and needy through the distribution of food during this 
time. 
 
The parish office of St. Liborius is open on Tuesdays from 8am to 4pm.  The parish office of St. Mary is open on 
Tuesdays from 8am to 12pm.  If you need to contact Fr. Eickhoff on an urgent matter outside of these hours please 
call the St. Liborius Parish office at 708-754-1363 and leave a message on Fr. Eickhoff’s voicemail.  You may also 
email Fr. Eickhoff at pastor@stliborius.org. 
 
I ask you during this time of separation from the Holy Eucharistic and from so many of the liturgical gatherings, prayer 
groups, and social groups that make up St. Liborius and St. Mary to continue to pray to God asking Him to swiftly end 
this epidemic and allow us to once again enter into the house of the Lord with rejoicing.            

Fr. Stephen Eickhoff 



NEWS FROM MTCA 
 

Due to the generosity of one of our school families 
MTCA is pleased to announce a Half-A-Hog Raffle! 
2 lucky winners will each receive about 80 lbs. of non-
GMO, steroid free meat. 
 
The drawing will take place on May 13th, 2020…. 
the deadline for ticket purchase is May 8th.  The 
school office will be open on Saturday, April 25 and 
Wednesday, April 29 from noon until 2 PM for ticket  
drop off or over the phone credit card ticket purchase. 
Questions? Please contact Stephanie Oviyach at 
soviyach@mtcacademy.org.  
 
 

 
CHURCH CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS & MORE... 

 
If anyone is still in need of a copy of their 2019 church 
contribution statement, please call the church office and 
we can mail it out to you. 
 
The church office is open on Tuesday mornings from 
8AM until noon.  
 
A big thank you to all who have continued your financial 
support of the parish by mailing in, dropping off, or using 
online giving for your church contributions. 
 
Father continues to celebrate the Masses as scheduled 
at both parishes so the Mass intention requests are  
being fulfilled.   



 
     
 
 From Deacon David….. 

 
 

PREP NEWS 
 

We have not rescheduled First Holy Communion Mass or retreat at this point; same for Confirmation retreat nor do 
we have date for confirmation. Hoping Bishop Pates will lift isolation, but I believe, as in the past, he will follow  
Governor Pritzker’s stay-at-home orders. 
 

ON DIVINE MERCY 
 

On that day all the divine floodgates through which graces flow are opened. Let no soul fear to draw near to Me, 
even though its sins be as scarlet. My mercy is so great that no mind, be it of man or of angel, will be able to fathom 
it throughout all eternity. Everything that exists has come forth from the very depths of My most tender mercy. Every 
soul in its relation to Me will contemplate My love and mercy throughout eternity. The Feast of Mercy emerged from 
My very depths of tenderness. It is My desire that it be solemnly celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter. Man-
kind will not have peace until it turns to the Fount of My Mercy. (Diary of Divine Mercy #699) 
This message, spoken by Jesus to Saint Faustina in 1931, has now come true.  What was spoken in the solitude of 
a cloistered convent in Płock Poland, now is celebrated by the Universal Church throughout the whole world! 
Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska of the Blessed Sacrament was known to very few people during her lifetime.  But 
through her, God has spoken the message of His abundant mercy to the entire Church and world. What is this mes-
sage?  Though its content is endless and unfathomable, here are five key ways that Jesus desires this new devo-
tion to be lived: 
 
The first way is through meditation on the sacred image of The Divine Mercy.  Saint Faustina was asked by Jesus to 
have an image of His merciful love painted for all to see. It’s an image of Jesus with two rays shining forth from His 
Heart. The first ray is blue, indicating the font of Mercy coming forth through Baptism; and the second ray is red, 
indicating the font of Mercy poured forth through the Blood of the Holy Eucharist. 
 
The second way is through the celebration of Divine Mercy Sunday.  Jesus told Saint Faustina that He desired an 
annual solemn Feast of Mercy. This Solemnity of Divine Mercy was established as a universal celebration on the 
Eighth day of the Octave of Easter. On that day the floodgates of Mercy are opened and many souls are made holy.  
 
The third way is through the Chaplet of Divine Mercy.  The chaplet is a treasured gift. It’s a gift that we should seek 
to pray each and every day. 
 
The fourth way is by honoring the hour of Jesus’ death every day. “It was at 3 o’clock that Jesus took His last breath 
and died upon the Cross. It was Friday. For this reason, Friday should always be seen as a special day to honor His 
Passion and ultimate Sacrifice. But since it took place at 3 o’clock, it is also important to honor that hour each and 
every day. This is the ideal time to pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. If the Chaplet is not possible, it’s at least im-
portant to pause and give thanks to our Lord every day at that time. 
 
The fifth way is through the Apostolic Movement of The Divine Mercy.  This movement is a call from our Lord to ac-
tively engage in the work of spreading His Divine Mercy.  This is done by spreading the message and by living Mer-
cy toward others.  
 
On this, the Eighth Day of the Octave of Easter, Divine Mercy Sunday, ponder the above desires of the heart of Je-
sus.  Do you believe that the message of Divine Mercy is meant not only for you but also for the whole world? Do 
you seek to understand and incorporate this message and devotion into your life?  Do you seek to become an in-
strument of mercy to others? Become a disciple of The Divine Mercy and seek to spread this Mercy in the ways giv-
en to you by God. 
 
My merciful Lord, I trust in You and in Your abundant Mercy!  Help me, this day, to deepen my devotion to Your 
merciful heart and to open my soul to the treasures that pour forth from this font of Heavenly riches.  May I trust 
You, Love You and become an instrument of You and Your Mercy to the whole world. Jesus, I trust in You! 
~https://catholic-daily-reflections.com/2020/04/18/the-divine-mercy/ 

 

 


