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Mass Schedule 
 

  Saturday:      4:30  PM (St. Liborius) 
  Sunday:         8:30 AM        
                       10:30 AM  (St. Liborius)       
  Monday:        7:00 PM                        
  Tuesday:       8:00 AM 
  Wednesday:   7:00 PM (St. Liborius) 
  Thursday:       8:30 AM (MTCA) 
  Friday:            8:00 AM (St. Liborius)                                    
   
Rosary :  Mondays, 6:30 PM (St. Mary) 
 
  Eucharistic Adoration: First Monday of 
  each month from 8:00 AM-6:30 PM. 
         (excluding July & August) 
 
                                   

 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
   

 Monday    6:00-7:00 PM 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
  Parents wishing to have their first child baptized 
at St. Mary are required to attend a Baptismal 
Preparation Class which is held on the first  
Monday of the month after 7:00 p.m. Mass.   
Baptisms are normally celebrated after the  
regular Mass time on Sundays, but can be  
arranged at other times or during Mass upon 
request. 
 Please call the church office at (708) 748-6686 
to schedule. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage  
  Wedding ceremonies must be arranged at least 
6 months in advance.  Contact the church office 
at (708) 748-6686. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Due to the Privacy Act, hospitals can no 
longer inform us when a parishioner is admit-
ted to the hospital. A close relative needs to 
notify the church office at  (708) 748-6686 to 
request an anointing for parishioners who are 
hospitalized or seriously ill at home. 

 
 

Second Sunday of Easter 
Divine Mercy Sunday 

April 19, 2020 



  
 
 
 
                 
 

Estimated Parish Budget Expense (2017-2018)    
$235,260.00 

 
Weekly Parish Budget:     $4,524.00  

(Budget Expense divided by 52 weeks. This is the minimum 
amount needed weekly to help the parish meet its weekly  
goal).     
 
Due to the cancellation of Masses the information we 
have is from online giving, mailed in contributions, and 
envelopes that have been dropped off at the churches. 
 
**Thank you to all have signed up for online giving (link 
on our website), mailed in their envelopes, or dropped 
them in the mail slot  in the front door of the rectory at 
St. Liborius. 
 
 
                                March 8-April 12, 2020 
 
 
                                            $6427.00 
 
 
        Sunday Offertory (incl. online)           $3688.00 
        Easter:                                                   $2209.00 
        Easter Flowers:                                      $120.00 
        Building/Improvement Fund:                $410.00 
 
        Parish Scholarship Fund:                       $70.00 
        Good Friday (Holy Land):                      $243.00 
        Home Missions:                                       $48.00         
        *not included in parish budget 
 
        
  

Thank you for your continued support of St. Mary! 
 

 
                 MASS INTENTIONS                                    
 
                   April 20-April 26 
 
 

Monday:      7:00p    Robert Grossi (Mary Anne Mele)                                                                                                                             
Tuesday:     8:00a    Robert Petter (Sheila Petter) 
Wednesday: 7:00p   At St. Liborius                    
Thursday:     8:30a   At MTCA 
Friday:          8:00a    At St. Liborius  
Saturday      4:30p    At St. Liborius                           
Sunday        8:30a   Joseph & Marie Skummer 
                                  Arnold Wolff (May Ann Wolff) 
                                  Pearl Spinozzi (Family)                              
                   10:30a    At St. Liborius                                            

 
 
 
 
          Happy Easter! 
 
 
 
 
 
The Sunday after Easter Sunday is Divine Mercy Sunday 
(there are lots of Sundays in this sentence).  Since the 
churches will remain closed for at least the remainder of 
this month we will not be able to celebrate Divine Mercy 
Sunday in the normal way.  Nor, will it be possible to  
receive the indulgence associated with Divine Mercy  
Sunday in the normal way. However, those persons who 
wish to receive the Divine Mercy indulgence may still do so 
by following these steps which have been previously  
issued by the Holy See. 
 
1. Recite the Our Father, the Creed, and an invocation to 
Jesus (such as "Merciful Jesus, I trust in you") in front of a 
devout image of the Merciful Lord Jesus. 
 
2.  Meet these three conditions or have the intention to  
carry them out as soon as possible: 
     a) Being truly repentant and to receive absolution in the 
Sacrament of Penance 
     b) Receive Holy Communion 
     c) Pray for the Holy Father's intentions 
 
3.  Have a total detachment (inclination) to sin.   
 
Fr. Stephen Eickhoff 

 
GET REAL! 

 
 Those of us who flatter ourselves that we have a 
“realistic” view of the world may listen to the first reading 
today and say, “Get real!” when we hear Luke’s account  
of the early, Elysian days of the Christian movement. All 
seems to be rosy, lots of wonders are performed, everyone 
shares selflessly, they eat together in “exultation,” and the 
Lord added to their numbers? Well, who wouldn’t be  
attracted to a group like this? From the wind that swept 
through the upper room at Pentecost as the Spirit of God 
blew over the face of the waters in Genesis, and the fire 
that appeared over each disciple as the light  
appeared at the dawn of creation, Luke’s intent in Acts is to 
show a new creation, a restoration of creation’s original 
goodness through the working of the Holy Spirit. It is the 
Spirit who continues to make us into the Body of Christ.  
We may occasionally, like Thomas in the Gospel, say, “Get 
real!” but our ultimate reality in the Spirit is to work continu-
ally to make our Christian community a new creation, one 
in which others will find God’s joy and beauty. 
 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 



 
 
 
 
From the pen of the pastor….. 
 
 
 
 
The first reading today is drawn from the Acts of the 
Apostles and the passage we read declares that the early 
Christians devoted themselves to study, worship, and 
prayer while living a “communal life.”  This ‘emphasis on 
the communal life has been a hallmark of Christian life 
down the centuries.  The life of a Christian disciple is not 
one that is lived alone.  Even the hermits who went into 
the desert in the first centuries after Christ to separate 
themselves from a sinful society swiftly found themselves 
creating communities in which to live.  Indeed, the entire 
monastic tradition of men and women striving to live a 
holy life in community is derived from the communities 
that first formed around those holy men and women who 
went into the desert to live apart and later found them-
selves gathering like-minded people to them.  Both history 
and the scriptures teach us that the Christian faith is not a 
solitary pursuit. 
 
This is what makes the current situation of “social  
distancing” and isolation so difficult for Christians.  In ad-
dition to the normal social needs of human beings, 
 we as Christians thrive best when we are part of a great-
er community that comes together to worship, study, and 
support one another.  Now we are forced apart from one 
another and both our human and  
Christian needs suffer.  I do not advocate in person clan-
destine meetings.  The medical dangers we face are real.  
However, I do advocate strengthening in this time the 
community bonds that are available.  Above all, this 
means the family already gathered in the home. 
 
This is the time to strengthen the Christian life of the  
family.  The Christian life can be strengthened by studying 
the Christian faith together.  For example, by taking the 
time to read devotional literature and talking as a family 
about it.  This is also the time to pray as a family together.  
If you are not doing so already pray a prayer of blessing 
over your meals.  Pray bedtime prayer together.  Pray the 
holy rosery together.  There really is no limit to how you 
can worship God together through prayer.  This effort to 
strengthen the family can be applied to families with small 
children or to elderly couples whose children have left the 
home.  There is no age limit to this.  The Church  
proclaims that the family is the true base of the Church.  
Let this time be one in which the base of the Church be-
comes stronger and more secure. 
 
                                             ~Father Eickhoff 
                                                     

REFLECTING ON GOD’S WORD 

 
Once in a while I find myself in the pew at a liturgical 
celebration, and I confess I like to sit near the front and 
watch all the people as they come back from receiving 
Holy Communion. I know what all the books say about 
that, what my teachers taught, and what the priests I’ve 
listened to have preached. They said you’re supposed 
to be praying, but I can’t help it. I just like to watch all 
the folks. I think God may even like it as much as I do.  
When I sit there watching them, I think about how 
we’re all believers of one sort or another. George, who 
every week comes alone, without his family. And Melis-
sa, who flirts with all the boys more than she should, 
and whose parents hardly ever seem to smile. And Mr. 
P., who always casts his eyes downward and folds his 
hands upward. And Agnes, who seems to have been 
caring for her aging mother for as long as anyone in 
the church can remember and who herself is now be-
ginning to show signs of aging as well. And the lanky 
high schooler who must play basketball well, because 
he’s certainly tall enough and wears a letter proudly on 
his school jacket. And Arthur, whose wife just died. 
And a couple hundred other believers as well. They’re 
all here, every Sunday, and they’re all part of the Body 
of Christ. It’s also why I’m a believer, because they’re 
believers; and most of the time I need them to be be-
lievers just so I can be a believer. 
Thomas of this week’s Gospel couldn’t be a believer on 
his own. Having missed the Sunday gathering, he just 
couldn’t say yes on his own. But one week later when 
he was there with all the others, that made all the dif-
ference in the world. In fact it made him a believer. So 
that’s why I watch all the folks processing by after they 
receive Holy Communion. They make me a believer. 

—Rev. Joseph J. Juknialis 
Copyright © 2013, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

 

                                            ***************** 

 

LIVING GOD’S WORD 

 
It’s been said that it takes a village to raise a child. I’d 
rather say it takes a community of faith to raise a be-
liever. It’s how we come to faith and stay in faith. 

Copyright © 2013, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

PADS INFORMATION 
 

St. Mary has continued to be involved in our PADS 
ministry to the homeless during the COVID-19  
pandemic. St. Mary made a monetary donation to help 
toward the cost of hotel rooms for clients once St.  
Irenaeus was no longer able to safely provide shelter 
with adequate social distancing.  The food team still 
provided the food for breakfasts, lunches, and dinners 
for our assigned dates in March & April with the food 
delivered to the hotels for to be served to the PADS 
clients being housed there.  Please continue to pray for 
all those who are less fortunate and lack the luxury of 
safe shelter.  



 
Easter ~ from USCCB 

 
The Easter Vigil is the "Mother of All Vigils. “Easter Sunday, then, is the greatest of all Sundays, and 
Easter Time is the most important of all liturgical times. Easter is the celebration of the Lord's resurrection 
from the dead, culminating in his Ascension to the Father and sending of the Holy Spirit upon the Church. 
There are 50 days of Easter from the first Sunday to Pentecost. It is characterized, above all, by the joy of 
glorified life and the victory over death, expressed most fully in the great resounding cry of the Christian:  
Alleluia! All faith flows from faith in the resurrection: “If Christ has not been raised, then empty is our 
preaching; empty, too, is your faith." (1 Cor 15:14) 
"What you sow is not brought to life unless it dies. And what you sow is not the body that is to be, but a 
bare kernel of wheat, perhaps, or of some other kind;…So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown 
corruptible; it is raised incorruptible. It is sown dishonorable; it is raised glorious. It is sown weak; it is 
raised powerful. It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is 
also a spiritual one. So, too, it is written, "The first man, Adam, became a living being," the last Adam a 
life-giving spirit. But the spiritual was not first; rather the natural and then the spiritual. The first man was 
from the earth, earthly; the second man, from heaven. As was the earthly one, so also are the earthly, and 
as is the heavenly one, so also are the heavenly. Just as we have borne the image of the earthly one, we 
shall also bear the image of the heavenly one (1 Cor 15:36-37, 42-49). 
The octave of Easter comprises the eight days which stretch from the first to the second Sunday. It is a 
way of prolonging the joy of the initial day. In a sense, every day of the Octave is like a little Sunday. 
The word "Easter" comes from Old English, meaning simply the "East." The sun which rises in the East, 
bringing light, warmth and hope, is a symbol for the Christian of the rising Christ, who is the true Light of 
the world. The Paschal Candle is a central symbol of this divine light, which is Christ. It is kept near the 
ambo throughout Easter Time and lit for all liturgical celebrations.  
PREP parents, please keep a watchful eye on your emails. No news yet on make up dates for Confirmation 
and Holy Communion retreats.  Will keep you posted as I get information.  
I was going through filing cabinets and found this poem. With this time, we have to step back from 
“things”, I’d thought it would be nice to share it with my Faith Family. 
 
Peace & Prayers, Deacon David 
 
 

BEAUTY TIPS 
 

~Written by Audrey Hepburn 
For attractive lips, speak words of kindness. 
For lovely eyes, seek out the good in people. 
For a slim figure, share your food with the hungry. 
For beautiful hair, let a child run his or her fingers run through it once a day. 
For poise, walk with knowledge you’ll never walk alone. 
People, even more than things, have to be restored, renewed, revived, reclaimed, and redeemed; never 
throw out anybody. 
Remember, if you ever need a helping hand, you’ll find one at the end of your arm. 
As you grow older, you will discover that you have two hands, one for helping yourself, the other for 
helping others. 
The beauty of a woman is not in the clothes she wears, the figure that she carries, or the way she combs 
her hair. 
The beauty of a woman must be seen from in her eyes, because that is the doorway to her heart, the place 
where love resides. 
The beauty of a woman is not in a facial mole, but true beauty in a woman is reflected in her soul. 
It is the caring that she lovingly gives, the passion that she shows, and the beauty of a woman with passing 
years- only grow. 



 
WHAT’S HAPPENING AT MTCA 

 
 

Elearning at MTCA 
 
What a crazy time we are living through right now!  I wanted to take a few minutes to 
share with you what we are doing at Mother Teresa Catholic Academy to insure our 
 students are still learning. 
 We got the mandate from Bishop Pate at 4:00 on Friday, March 13 that we 

were to close schools following the Governor’s mandate.  Before the students left school Friday, I urged them to 
bring all of their books home with them just in case.  In hindsight, I am glad I did that!  After I received word from the 
Bishop, I let the teachers know that we would be meeting Monday, March 16 to determine how best to move forward 
with our students.  The challenge is that, obviously, no one knew how long this would go on; we still don’t! 
 After a really intense six hour meeting with the teachers, we learned how to use Zoom, all of the teachers 
learned Edmodo (although many were already using it), we determined how best to take attendance each day, and 
how we should best roll out elearning to our parents and students.  We did roll out elearning the very next day. 
 While there were wrinkles in the beginning, we are working daily to iron them out as they appear.  I wrote a 
daily schedule for each of our classes and teachers to follow.  The schedule at this point is working well.  Through 
the course of the week, our students meet with all of their teachers several times a week, both in core subjects and 
in specials.  Our students are even still having live PE classes each week!  The teachers are Zooming with their 
classes every day so that direct instruction is still happening with all of our students.  Our students are coming to 
class each day, interacting with each other and their teachers, and completing worthwhile purposeful work.  Our stu-
dents continue to learn new material and are successfully progressing.   
           When the Governor and the Illinois State Board of Education announced that they wanted distance learning 
to begin in all schools beginning this past Tuesday, we were proud that we have already been doing that for almost 
three weeks!  I am immensely proud of the entire MTCA community.  I am always proud of our community, but 
through this challenging time, I am even more so.  My teachers have risen to the occasion and are working harder 
than they ever have before to meet the needs of all of their students.  Teachers, students, and parents have learned 
and become extraordinarily proficient with technology and platforms that they didn’t even know before this.  We have 
pulled together as a community and as a team to march toward the same goal of continuing to educate our students 
so they will be ready for the challenges of next year without gaps and missteps. 
 I wish you health, I wish you safety, and I wish you calm during this time.  It is trying and difficult and  
uncertain.  I trust that God is holding all of us in His hands and will see us through to the other side.  I trust that we 
will all be together again, that schools will eventually reopen, and that we will be able to gather for Mass again.   
 Thank you for your continued prayers and support; please know that you are in my daily prayers! 
 

Mrs. Annie Murray 
 

 
DIVINE MERCY PRAYER 

 
You expired, O Jesus,  
but the source of life gushed forth for souls  
and an ocean of mercy opened up for the whole 
world.  
O Fount of Life,  
unfathomable Divine Mercy,  
envelop the whole world  
and empty Yourself out upon us.  
O Blood and Water,  
which gushed forth from the Heart of Jesus  
as a fount of mercy for us,  
I trust in You. 
Amen. 
 
Text compilation – © Urszula Grzegorczyk. Consultation – Sister 
Maria Kalinowska, The Congregation of the Sisters of Merciful 
Jesus. Translation: © Ewa Olszowa, Copyediting: Matthew Vinall. 
All rights reserved. 

 
TODAY’S READINGS 

 
 
First Reading — All who believed were devoted to 
the teachings of the apostles, the communal life, 
the breaking of the bread, and prayer (Acts 2:42-
47). 
Psalm — Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 
his love is everlasting (Psalm 118). 
Second Reading — God has given us an undimin-
ished inheritance, safeguarded for us in heaven (1 
Peter 1:3-9). 
Gospel — The risen Christ comes to his disciples 
with peace and the Spirit. The absent Thomas 
doubts (John 20:19-31). 
 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary 
for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on Eng-
lish in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 
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