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Mr. John Drechny, Deacon 
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 Office:    708 748-6686                  
 Fax:       708 748-6907  

 
cbartels@stmaryparkforest.org 

 
Church Office Hours: Tuesday through Friday 

 8:30 AM—12:00 PM             
 

   

CHURCH OF ST. MARY 

Inspiring Faith, Family and Friends Since 1959 

          227 Monee Road  Park Forest, IL                www.stmaryparkforest.org 

 
We are affiliated with 

 
Mother Teresa Catholic Academy 

24201 S. Kings Road Crete, IL 
(708) 672-3093    

www.mtcacademy.org 
 

Mrs. Annie Murray, Principal 
amurray@mtcacademy.org 

 

Mass Schedule 
 

  Saturday:      4:30  PM (St. Liborius) 
  Sunday:         8:30 AM        
                       10:30 AM  (St. Liborius)       
  Monday:        7:00 PM                        
  Tuesday:       8:00 AM 
  Wednesday:   7:00 PM (St. Liborius) 
  Thursday:       8:30 AM (MTCA) 
  Friday:            8:00 AM (St. Liborius)                                    
   
Rosary :  Mondays, 6:30 PM (St. Mary) 
 
  Eucharistic Adoration: First Monday of 
  each month from 8:00 AM-6:30 PM. 
         (excluding July & August) 
 
                                   

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

   
 Monday    6:00-7:00 PM 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 
  Parents wishing to have their first child baptized 
at St. Mary are required to attend a Baptismal 
Preparation Class which is held on the first Mon-
day of the month after 7:00 p.m. Mass.  Baptisms 
are normally celebrated after the regular Mass 
time on Sundays, but can be arranged at other 
times or during Mass upon request. 
 Please call the church office at (708) 748-6686 
to schedule. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage  
  Wedding ceremonies must be arranged at least 
6 months in advance.  Contact the church office 
at (708) 748-6686. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Due to the Privacy Act, hospitals can no 
longer inform us when a parishioner is admit-
ted to the hospital. A close relative needs to 
notify the church office at  (708) 748-6686 to 
request an anointing for parishioners who are 
hospitalized or seriously ill at home. 

 
 

 
Third  Sunday of Easter 

April 15, 2018 



 
 

 LITURGICAL MINISTERS 
 
 

April 22  
 

                          8:30 AM    
  
                                                                               
                EM    Amy Wegrzyn 
                        Rudy Martinez                               
                        Debbie Marconi  
              LEC    Pat Schanaberger    
              SER    Samantha Gutierrez    
                        Logan O’Kane  
                                            
  

  
 
 
 

 
 
Estimated Parish Budget Expense (2017-2018)    

$235,260.00 
 
 

Weekly Parish Budget:     $4,524.00  
(Budget Expense divided by 52 weeks. This is the minimum 
amount needed weekly to help the parish meet its weekly  
goal).     
 
 
                                    April 8, 2018 
 
 
                                        $4278.00 
 
                         
              Sunday Offertory:                     $2759.00 
              Online Giving:                             $315.00 
              Easter:                                        $1049.00 
              Building/Improvement Fund:     $155.00  
            
              Good Friday (Holy Land):           $135.00  
              Home Missions:                            $20.00  
              Parish Scholarship Fund:            $80.00 
              *not included in parish budget                  
    
                                                   

 
Thank you for your generous support of St. Mary! 

 
 
 

 
                     MASS INTENTIONS 
 
                        April 16-April 22 
 
 

Monday:      7:00p   William Bramanti (Mary Anne Mele)                                                                                    
Tuesday:     8:00a   Robert Petter (Sheila Petter)                                                                                                
Wednesday: 7:00p   At St. Liborius                    
Thursday:     8:30a   At MTCA 
Friday:          8:00a   At St. Liborius  
Saturday       4:30p   At St. Liborius                           
Sunday        8:30a   Marie Skummer 
                                 Witkus & Stane Families (Family)  
                   10:30a   At St. Liborius  
                                  

 
             Please pray for the repose of the soul of 
            longtime parishioner Jean Smith who  
            passed away recently.  There will be a 
            Memorial Mass celebrated for Jean on 
            Monday, April 23, at 10:30 am here at 
            St. Mary.       

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
 

Our next Eucharistic Adoration will be held on 
Monday, May 7, from 8:00 am until 6:30 pm. 
The sign-up sheet is on the piano in the back of the 
church. 

ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE 
 

Mrs. Jackie Smith will be working on the new altar 
server schedule for May through August as soon as 
she returns from her vacation. If there are any dates 
that your child will not be available to serve, please 
call the church office at 708-748-6686 or drop a note 
for Mrs. Smith in the offertory basket as soon as pos-
sible. Thank you.  

 
BELIEVING IN JESUS CHRIST 

  
 
Throughout the Easter season, 
all three of the Sunday readings 
are taken from the New  
Testament—the Christian  
scriptures. Together they explore 
what it means to believe in Jesus 

as the Christ, the One who fulfilled the prophecies of the 
Jewish scriptures.  
 Today’s selections refer to our human weakness, yet 
they emphasize the forgiveness and peace that are avail-
able to those who put their faith in “Jesus Christ the right-
eous one” (1 John 2:2). In the Acts of the Apostles Peter 
invites everyone to “repent, therefore, and be converted, 
that your sins may be wiped away” (Acts 3:19). The First 
Letter of John calls Jesus Christ “expiation for our 
sins” (1 John 2:2). Finally, in the Gospel Jesus greets the 
disciples with “Peace” and urges them to preach 
“repentance, for the forgiveness of sins” (Luke 24:47). 
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WINGS 

  
Faith furnishes prayer with wings, without which it 
cannot soar to Heaven. 
                                                                           —St. John Climacus 



 
                                   
        
   From the pen of the pastor…..   
 
                
                                                             
Doesn’t it seem to be something of a downer to begin 
the Mass – which is described as a moment of joy and 
thanksgiving – with the Penitential Rite during which we 
remember our sins and wrongdoings.  After all there are 
few people who gain pleasure from recalling their  
misdeeds.  Yet it is an important part of the Mass for us 
as worshippers of God.   
 
In the Gospels Jesus observes two men in the Temple of 
Jerusalem.  One man is looking confidently up to heaven 
and publicly recounting just how pious and observant of 
the Law that he is.  The other man is staring down at the 
ground, beating his breast, and quietly remarking that he 
is a sinner and seeking God’s mercy and forgiveness.  
Jesus remarks to his disciples that it is the second man’s 
prayer that is heard by God and that the second man will 
go away with his prayers answered.   
 
So it is with us.  We don’t come before God in the Mass 
as perfect creatures without faults or wrongdoings.  Ra-
ther, we are sinful persons who have been rescued by 
the power and mercy of God.  Part of accepting that 
mercy of God that saves us from our sins is to 
acknowledge that we have sinned and are in need of 
God’s help.  Think of a man who has fallen through the 
ice on a pond and is now treading water.  A passerby 

sees what has happened and throws a rope to the man 
so that he can be pulled to safety.  If the man refuses to 
believe that he has fallen through the ice, is now fallen 
into freezing water, and is in great danger then he will 
not grab hold of the rope so that he may be saved.  On 
the other hand, should the man realize that his life is in 
great danger he will seize the rope and allow himself to 
be pulled to safety. 

During the Penitential Rite we acknowledge the reality of 
the predicament we have made for ourselves by sinning.  
Our eternal souls are in great danger of being separated 
from God forever.  Knowing the danger we grab hold of 
the lifeline that is being extended to us by God the Fa-
ther through His Son Jesus Christ.  That lifeline is the 
forgiveness of our sins and our restoration to eternal life 
in the Kingdom of God.  The lifeline is made from the 
sacrifice of Jesus upon the cross.  During the Mass we 
confess our sins so that we may cling tightly to the cross 
which is our salvation and rejoice all the greater at being 
pulled to safety by God.  It seems counterintuitive, but 
we dive into grief at the remembrance of our sins so that 
God will raise us to joy at being saved from those very 
same sins. 

 

 
RAY’S QUALITY GREENHOUSE OPEN HOUSE 

 
Ray’s Quality Greenhouse located on Steger Road,  
east of State Street in Steger will be hosting our 
annual open house on Sunday, April 22, from 12-4 pm. 
Everyone is welcome to come and browse the six 
greenhouses where we grow many of our products.. 
Some refreshments will be served and we promise to 
have most of our flowers in bloom for your viewing 
enjoyment. Hope to see you there!  
Just to let you know… 
Ray’s Quality Greenhouse donates the flowers that are 
planted each year at the front church entrance by one 
of our dedicated parishioners. 

TOTUS TUUS CATHOLIC SUMMER CAMP 
JULY 15-20, 2018 

At St. Liborius 
 

Grades 1-6   Days 
Grades 7-12  Evenings 

 
Taught by faith-filled college students & seminarians 
 Kids celebrate the beauty of the Catholic Faith and 
 have FUN! 
 
         $35 Youth-$15 teens-$80 family maximum 
 
                               REGISTER NOW! 
 
                 www.dioceseofjoliet.org/ttjoliet/ 

         CATHOLIC CHARITIES ANGEL FUND 
 
Each day at Catholic Charities, Diocese of Joliet 
we assist individuals and families who need an 

angel -- veterans who have lost their homes, single 
mothers who seek warm clothes for their children, and 
seniors who are forced to choose between paying rent 
and buying food. 
Thankfully, we have found someone who is so special 
and generous… that he is almost like an angel on earth. 
This anonymous donor wants to team up with you to 
continue to help our struggling neighbors. For every 
dollar you donate, our special angel will match it – 
up to $50,000.  
Please be generous. This is an opportunity to help 
someone who will have nowhere else to turn if Catholic 
Charities isn’t there to help. Please send in a donation 
by May 31st. Make checks payable to:  
 
Catholic Charities Angel Fund 
16555 Weber Rd. 
Crest Hill, IL 60403 
Donations can also be made at catholicchari-
tiesjoliet.org or by calling 815-724-1140. Bless you for 
your support of Catholic Charities. Together we are do-
ing God’s work – changing and saving lives! If you can’t 
send a gift, please remember the vulnerable and needy 
in your prayers. 


