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Mass Schedule 
 

  Saturday:      4:30  PM (St. Liborius) 
  Sunday:         8:30 AM        
                       10:30 AM  (St. Liborius)       
  Monday:        7:00 PM                        
  Tuesday:       8:00 AM 
  Wednesday:   7:00 PM (St. Liborius) 
  Thursday:       8:30 AM (MTCA) 
  Friday:            8:00 AM (St. Liborius)                                    
   
Rosary :  Mondays, 6:30 PM (St. Mary) 
 
  Eucharistic Adoration: First Monday of 
  each month from 8:00 AM-6:30 PM. 
         (excluding July & August) 
 
                                   

 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
   

 Monday    6:00-7:00 PM 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
  Parents wishing to have their first child baptized 
at St. Mary are required to attend a Baptismal 
Preparation Class which is held on the first  
Monday of the month after 7:00 p.m. Mass.   
Baptisms are normally celebrated after the  
regular Mass time on Sundays, but can be  
arranged at other times or during Mass upon 
request. 
 Please call the church office at (708) 748-6686 
to schedule. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage  
  Wedding ceremonies must be arranged at least 
6 months in advance.  Contact the church office 
at (708) 748-6686. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Due to the Privacy Act, hospitals can no 
longer inform us when a parishioner is admit-
ted to the hospital. A close relative needs to 
notify the church office at  (708) 748-6686 to 
request an anointing for parishioners who are 
hospitalized or seriously ill at home. 

 
 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
March 29, 2020 



  
 
 
 

 
                 
 

Estimated Parish Budget Expense (2017-2018)    
$235,260.00 

 
 
 

Weekly Parish Budget:     $4,524.00  
(Budget Expense divided by 52 weeks. This is the minimum 
amount needed weekly to help the parish meet its weekly  
goal).     
 
Due to the cancellation of Masses the only information 
we have is from online giving. 
 
 
                                    March 15, 2020 
 
                                            $737.50 
 
        Sunday Offertory (Online):                       $507.50 
        Easter Flowers:                                         $105.00 
        Building/Improvement Fund:                   $125.00 
 
        Catholic Relief Services:                             $5.00 
        *not included in parish budget 
 
 
                                     March 22, 2020 
                                      
                                             $807.50 
 
 
          Sunday Offertory (Online)):                   $607.50 
          Easter Flowers:                                        $25.00 
          Building/Improvement Fund:                $150.00 
 
          Catholic Relief Services:                        $25.00 
          *not included in parish budget 
 
    
     Thank you for your continued support of St. Mary! 
 

 
                   MASS INTENTIONS                                    
 
                    March 30-April 5 
   

Monday:       7:00p   People of St. Mary                                                                                                                                         
Tuesday:      8:00a   For the Unborn 
Wednesday: 7:00p    No Mass                    
Thursday:     8:30a    No Mass 
Friday:          8:00a    No Mass  
Saturday       4:30p    No Mass                           
Sunday        8:30a    Michael Comer (Louise Comer) 
                                  Robert Petter (Sheila Petter) 
                                  Witkus & Stane Families                              
                   10:30a    No Mass                                            

   
      REGARDING WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 
 
For those who have Masses scheduled to be  
celebrated for loved ones or special intentions please 
know that Father Eickhoff has been, and will continue 
to say a daily Mass and that your intentions are 
prayed for on those days as long as the pandemic 
regulations are in effect. 
 

CHURCH CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

You can still sign up for online giving on the website 
stmaryparkforest.org and clicking on “online giving” 
about halfway down on left hand side. Envelopes may 
also be mailed to St. Mary in or dropped off in mail slot 
on the front door of the St. Liborius Rectory. 

 
GIVE GLORY TO GOD 

 
 On the Fifth Sunday of Lent, just before we begin to 
enter Holy Week, we are summoned to Bethany. If we 
had been friends of Mary, Lazarus, and Martha, and 
found out that Lazarus was gravely ill, we probably 
would have dropped everything to be with them. This 
was what was so surprising about the behavior of Jesus. 
Although he was their close friend, he chose to stay 
away, that God’s glory would be manifested. This is a 
persistent theme in John’s Gospel. Right to the very end, 
Jesus’ works were meant to give glory to the Father. As 
our Lenten journey reaches a crescendo, let us be mind-
ful that, as people who have “put on Christ” in baptism, 
we are also called, by our attitudes and actions, to give 
glory to God.                               Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

REFLECTING ON GOD’S WORD 

 
James was a new man. When the nurses and his 
brother told him how close he had come to dying, he 
realized he’d been given a second chance, a new 
lease on life. The new Jim was as different from the  
old Jim as a newborn baby is from a child in the womb. 
No longer was he alone and confined in the dark spirit 
of depression. His tomb of illness had become a womb 
of new life, releasing him from bondage, giving him a 
spirit of energy and hope, and connecting him with a 
helping, compassionate community.  
 
When we hear the promises of new life and invitations 
to believe in this Sunday’s scripture it is easy to think 
of something after we die. But we have already died 
with Christ in baptism and, like Lazarus, we have re-
ceived a new lease on life, this time with the Spirit of 
God dwelling in us. He was raised from his tomb to 
embrace a new and richer life of following Jesus. Like 
Lazarus, whose tomb became a womb of new life, we 
also have “new” and richer lives to live in the Spirit of 
faith, gratitude, love, and hope. 
 

—Virginia Stillwell 
Copyright © 2013, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 



 

 
From the pen of the pastor….. 
 
 
 
St. Paul writes that there are three great Christian virtues:  
faith, hope, and love.  The greatest of these St. Paul tells us 
is love, but all three are of great importance to the Christian 
life.  In this time, it is especially important to  
focus on the virtue of hope.   
 
For Christians, hope is well founded.  Hope is based on the 
promises of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who has the 
power to fulfill the promises He has made to His people.  
The greatest demonstration of His power is His resurrection 
from the dead which we will celebrate at Easter.  Further-
more, hope is strengthened by the witness of the apostles 
who were present when our Lord made these promises and 
preformed such mighty deeds; and later went out into the 
world proclaiming that every man should place their hope in 
Christ Jesus.  Our hope then is not simply “wishing for 
something.” Rather, it is well grounded and something that 
we can place our trust in. 
 
What is the hope that we have in Jesus?  First, we believe 
that Christ will never abandon us.  We can be confident that 
God will be with us through all our difficulties.  Second, we 
trust that God has a place for us in His Kingdom.  As Chris-
tians we do not cling to the things of this world, but rather 
look forward to the better world to come.  We speak of our-
selves as pilgrims in this life, and it is true, our home is not 
here.  Our true home is with God.  Third, we believe that by 
responding to God’s gift of faith by living our lives as  
disciples of Jesus Christ we are not just flotsam in the river 
of life.  Instead, we gain a matter of control over our eternal 
destiny.  What we do here and now matters.  Who we  
believe in here and now matters. 
 
During times such as these we need to cling ever more 
closely to our hope in Jesus Christ.  It is easy to lose hope 
when confronted by bad news, the possibility of illness, loss 
of income, and loss of certainty in our lives.  It is even hard-
er to maintain hope when we lack the customary comforts 
of the sacraments, especially the Eucharist.  All I can ask of 
you is to hold on to hope just as our ancestors in faith did 
through hard times.  No matter what happens, cling to 
Christ’s promises and He will see you through. 
 
Pastor’s Note: 
 
I wish very much that the churches were open, and every-
one could come inside to pray.  I even more yearn for the 
day when all of you can come back to the Holy Mass.  
When that day comes (and it will come) let it be a day of 
great celebration.  The churches will be ready for that day.  I 
have asked the people in charge of decorations at both St. 
Mary and St. Liborius to decorate the churches for Easter.  
In hope for the day when the Mass is celebrated with the 
people again.  In the meantime, I want to assure you that I 
continue to say the Mass each day (at either St. Liborius or 
St. Mary) for the intentions previously asked for and for the 
good of the people of both parishes. 

 
HOSPITALS AND HOME VISITS 

 
I want to make a brief note about being able to visit pa-
rishioners who are sick or ill in the hospital or at home 
during this time.  This applies to any sort or sickness or 
illness at this time, not only cases of Corona virus. 
 
In the Hospital: 
Hospitals are implementing very strict visitation  
requirements at this time.  Priests can not simply come 
by the hospital and check up on patients.  Please call 
the parish office or email pastor@stliborius.org to let me 
know that you want me to visit you or a family member 
in the hospital.  I will do my best to get into the hospital 
to see parishioners who are ill.  It will help if the patient 
insists upon it or a close family member (such as a 
spouse) who is already allowed into the hospital insists 
upon it. 
 
At Home: 
Arranging visits to a parishioner who is at home is much 
easier.  Please call the parish office or email  
pastor@stliborius.org.   
 
At Nursing Homes: 
Like hospitals, nursing homes have instituted very strict 
visiting restrictions.  Based on my discussions with 
some of the local nursing homes for me to visit a  
resident in a nursing home the person must be very ill 
(in danger of death in the immediate future).  My 
chances of getting in are much better if the family 
member responsible for the health care decisions for 
the president directly asks the nursing home to have a 
priest visit.  Please call the parish office or email  
pastor@stliborius.org. 

 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

 
The Church encourages frequent, even daily, Holy Com-
munion, but if at any time we cannot go to Mass in or out 
of this season of the coronavirus, we can still unite our-
selves to the Eucharist through making a Spiritual Com-
munion. 

By making an Act of Spiritual Communion, we  
express our faith in Christ’s Real Presence in the 
Eucharist and ask him to unite himself with us. Here is 
the Act of Spiritual Communion written by St. Alphonsus 
de Liguori: 

My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as 
if You were already there and unite myself wholly to 
You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

mailto:pastor@stliborius.org
mailto:pastor@stliborius.org
mailto:pastor@stliborius.org


 

 

            Diocese of Joliet  

         Office of the Bishop  

 
 
 
 
March 21, 2020  
 
Dear Priests, Deacons, Religious and all members of the Joliet Diocesan Community,  
 
Governor Pritzker has issued an order mandating a “stay in place” for all citizens of the State of Illinois.  
The order is effective at 5:00 PM on Saturday, March 21st and has the following implications for the parishes/schools 
and institutions in the Diocese of Joliet. These restrictions remain in place until April 7th or otherwise notified by the 
Governor.  
• All churches and adoration chapels must be closed and locked until the order is lifted by the governor. Private prayer 
in any parish building must be discontinued until the order is lifted.  

• There can be no live Stations of the Cross or any other gatherings anywhere on parish/school property, nor can any 
parish personnel be involved in organizing them on any other site.  

• All weddings and baptisms must be postponed and can be re-scheduled only once the order is lifted. There are no 
exceptions to this, regardless of the size of the group. However, in case of an extreme emergency for baptism, please 
seek the permission of your bishop.  

• Funerals and wakes must be postponed until the order is lifted. (Note: Priests can – and are encouraged – to contin-
ue celebrating Mass privately and to livestream their Masses for their parishioners, if possible. Moreover, anointing of 
the sick and confession/absolution guidelines will be forthcoming.)  

• Parish offices must be closed until the governor’s order is lifted.  
 
It is clear that the response to COVID-19 is fluid and we will keep you apprised of developments and provide addition-
al information as it becomes available.  
I am fully aware that these and previous measures are disconcerting and disrupting that which is central in our lives. It 
is painful for all of us. At the same time, we recognize them as essential in order to eliminate the scourge of the virus.  
Let us join in prayer to the loving and caring God that He be with us in these trying moments and lead to the elimina-
tion of this virus. We pray also for those suffering from the virus and for those that lost loved ones to the illness and all 
those serving at this time, especially the health care workers.  
 
Sincerely yours in Christ,  
Most Reverend Richard E. Pates  
Apostolic Administrator  
Diocese of Joliet 

 
 

NEWS FROM MOTHER TERESA  
 

A Night at the Races Spring Gala 
 
Mother Teresa Catholic Academy’s “A Night at the Races” Spring Gala has been postponed.  We will have this won-
derful event on June 13, 2020 instead.  Please mark your calendars; we will happily hold reservations for those of 
you that have said you would come!  If you were not able to attend on our original date & would still like to join us for 
this exciting event, please contact us in the Mother Teresa office. Thank you for your  
support! 
                                                                                    ************ 
MTCA’s Spring Craft & Vendor Fair will now be a Fall Craft & Vendor Fair as it has been re-scheduled for  
October 17th.            See you there….. 



 
    
 
   From Deacon David…... 
 
 
Imagine our Lord in the Garden of Gethsemane, on the night before His crucifixion when He 
was betrayed. Each of the Gospel writers describes the events of that night with slight varia-
tions, so reading the four accounts (Matthew 26:36-56, Mark 14:32-52, Luke 22:40-53 and 
John 18:1-11) will give an accurate picture of that momentous night in its entirety. (try read-
ing all four). 
 
As the evening began, after Jesus and His disciples had celebrated the Passover, they 

came to the garden. At some point, Jesus took three of them—Peter, James and John— to a place separated from 
the rest. Here Jesus asked them to watch with Him and pray so they would not fall into temptation (Matthew 26:41), 
but they fell asleep. Twice, Jesus had to wake them and remind them to pray so that they would not fall into tempta-
tion. This was especially poignant because Peter did indeed fall into temptation later that very night when three 
times he denied even knowing Jesus. Jesus moved a little way from the three men to pray, and twice He asked His 
Father to remove the cup of wrath He was about to drink, but each time He submitted to the Father’s will. He was 
“exceedingly sorrowful unto death,” but God sent an angel from heaven to strengthen Him (Luke 22:43). 
 
After this, Judas Iscariot, the betrayer, arrived with a “multitude” of soldiers, high priests, Pharisees, and servants to 
arrest Jesus. Judas identified Him by the prearranged signal of a kiss which he gave to Jesus. Trying to protect  
Jesus, Peter took a sword and attacked a man named Malchus, the servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear. 
Jesus rebuked Peter and miraculously healed the man’s ear. It’s surprising that witnessing this amazing miracle of 
healing had no effect on the multitude. Neither were they shaken by His awesome display of power as described in 
John 18:5-6, where either at the majesty of His looks, or at the power of His words, or both, they became like dead 
men, falling to the ground. Nevertheless, they arrested Him and took Him to Pontius Pilate, while the disciples  
scattered in fear for their lives. The events that occurred in the Garden of Gethsemane have reverberated down 
through all of history. 
 
The word passion is from the Latin pati, which  means “to endure” or “to suffer.” The term passion of Christ has  
taken on a technical or semi-technical meaning in theology, referring to the time from Jesus’ prayer in the Garden of 
Gethsemane to His death on the cross—the time of His greatest suffering. The passion of Christ is recorded in  
Matthew 26:36–27:56, Mark 14:32–15:41, Luke 22:39–23:49, and John 18:1–19:37. (please read).  
 
It is important to note that Christ’s suffering—His passion—was real. It is not as though He simply appeared to  
suffer; He actually suffered and died. When Jesus prayed in Gethsemane, “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup 
be taken from me” (Matthew 26:39), He was in genuine anguish over what He was to suffer (cf. Luke 22:44). When 
He was beaten and mocked, when the crown of thorns was pressed on His head, when He was nailed to a cross, 
when He hung there and struggled to breathe, He was experiencing genuine, excruciating suffering to pay for our 
sins. He endured all that to save those who would trust in Him. 
 
In modern usage, the word passion can have the sense of strong emotion and is even associated with love. But  
Jesus did not endure suffering because of a strong emotion that flamed up for a time and then passed. People to-
day can have “fits of passion” and do rash things that they later regret, but that is not the passion of Christ. Jesus 
came to earth for the purpose of laying down His life for us, and He never wavered from it (see Matthew 16:21–23 
and 21:24). Indeed, in the book of Revelation, Jesus is described as the Lamb slain from the creation of the world 
(Revelation 13:8). 
 
Of course, the most important impact of this night was the willingness of our Savior to die on the cross in our place 
in order to pay the penalty for our sins. God “made Him who knew no sin, to be sin for us, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:21). 
 
The remembrance of the most holy Passion of Jesus Christ is the door through which the soul enters into intimate 
union with God, interior recollection and most sublime contemplation... ~ St. Paul of the Cross 
 
Please make some time to read scripture passages from article above. ---Deacon David  
 


