
 
                 Rev. Stephen Eickhoff, Pastor 

Mr. John Drechny, Deacon 
Mr. Ed Szymanski, Deacon  

 
    

 Office:    708 748-6686                  
 Fax:       708 748-6907  

 
cbartels@stmaryparkforest.org 

 
Church Office Hours: Tuesday through Friday 

 8:30 AM—12:00 PM             

CHURCH OF ST. MARY 

Inspiring Faith, Family and Friends Since 1959 

          227 Monee Road  Park Forest, IL                www.stmaryparkforest.org 

 
We are affiliated with 

 
Mother Teresa Catholic Academy 

24201 S. Kings Road Crete, IL 
(708) 672-3093    

www.mtcacademy.org 
 

Mrs. Annie Murray, Principal 
amurray@mtcacademy.org 

 

Mass Schedule 
 

  Saturday:      4:30  PM (St. Liborius) 
  Sunday:         8:30 AM        
                       10:30 AM  (St. Liborius)       
  Monday:        7:00 PM                        
  Tuesday:       8:00 AM 
  Wednesday:   7:00 PM (St. Liborius) 
  Thursday:       8:30 AM (MTCA) 
  Friday:            8:00 AM (St. Liborius)                                    
   
Rosary :  Mondays, 6:30 PM (St. Mary) 
 
  Eucharistic Adoration: First Monday of 
  each month from 8:00 AM-6:30 PM. 
         (excluding July & August) 
 
                                   

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

   
 Monday    6:00-7:00 PM 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 
  Parents wishing to have their first child baptized 
at St. Mary are required to attend a Baptismal 
Preparation Class which is held on the first Mon-
day of the month after 7:00 p.m. Mass.  Baptisms 
are normally celebrated after the regular Mass 
time on Sundays, but can be arranged at other 
times or during Mass upon request. 
 Please call the church office at (708) 748-6686 
to schedule. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage  
  Wedding ceremonies must be arranged at least 
6 months in advance.  Contact the church office 
at (708) 748-6686. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Due to the Privacy Act, hospitals can no 
longer inform us when a parishioner is admit-
ted to the hospital. A close relative needs to 
notify the church office at  (708) 748-6686 to 
request an anointing for parishioners who are 
hospitalized or seriously ill at home. 

 
 

Third Sunday of Lent 
March 24, 2019 



 
 LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

 
 

March 31     
 

                           8:30 AM     
                                                                               
                EM   Kate Mullen 
                       Marianne Gezich                               
                       Wendy Martinez  
              LEC    Emmanuel Alozie    
              SER    Julia Canty    
                       Victoria Lewis        

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Estimated Parish Budget Expense (2017-2018)    
$235,260.00 

 
 

Weekly Parish Budget:     $4,524.00  
(Budget Expense divided by 52 weeks. This is the minimum 
amount needed weekly to help the parish meet its weekly  
goal).     
 
                                    March 17, 2019 
 
 
 
                                          $3115.50 
 
                         
             Sunday Offertory:                        $2188.00 
             Online Giving:                                $397.50 
             Easter Flowers:                              $405.00  
             Building/Improvement Fund:        $125.00 
                           
             

                   
                                 

 
Thank you for your generous support of St. Mary! 

 
 
 

 
                    MASS INTENTIONS 
 
                    March 25-March 31 
 
 

Monday:      7:00p  For An End To Abortion   
Tuesday:     8:00a  Jackie Joerms (Bartels Family)                                                                                    
Wednesday: 7:00p  At St. Liborius                    
Thursday:     8:30a  At MTCA 
Friday:          8:00a  At St. Liborius  
Saturday       4:30p  At St. Liborius                           
Sunday        8:30a  Michael Comer (Phyllis Comer)                                 
                   10:30a  At St. Liborius                                            
                                                                                   

 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

 
Our next Eucharistic Adoration will be held on Monday, 
April 1, from 8:00 AM until 6:30 PM. There is a sign up 
sheet on the piano in the back of the church. 

 
                   Congratulations to Mackenzie Mae Calleros 
                 who was baptized last Sunday here at St.  
                 Mary. 
 
                          Welcome to God’s Family!              

 
MRS. SEBASTIAN’S RELIGIOUS ED CLASS 

 
In keeping with their practice of good stewardship by 
sharing their time, talent and treasure, Mrs. Sebastian’s 
religious education students have been busy straighten-
ing up in the church after Mass on Sunday.mornings. 
They have also regularly donated money to help with 
food purchases for PADS, and one student has already   
turned in his Operation Rice Bowl container to help the 
needy. What a great example they set for all of us! 

 
MID-LENT CHECK-IN 

 
God says to Moses, “This is what 
you shall tell the Israelites: I AM sent 
me to you . . . The Lord, the God of 
your [ancestors], the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, the God of Jacob” (Exodus 3:14, 15). As  
Jesus would later say, God is not a God of the dead, 
but of the living, and so we believe that the dead will 
one day rise. At this midpoint of Lent, we pause to  
consider how our repentance is leading us to the  
Resurrection, to our reunion with the great “I AM.” Part 
of our repentance involves working to secure justice for 
 all and helping our neighbor to live in God’s ways. We 
encourage each other and nurture each other, like the 
compassionate gardener of today’s Gospel, who tells 
the owner of the orchard that he will nurture the tree, 
fertilize it, and perhaps it will bear fruit.    
                                                  Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Passion Play Informational Meeting 
 

In June of 2020, I will be the chaplain for trip to Europe 
to visit Budapest, Prague, and Vienna, as well as to  
attend the Passion Play in Germany which is held only 

every ten years.  I invite anyone who wishes to learn 
more about this wonderful trip to come to an informa-
tional meeting on Friday, April 26

th
 at 6.30PM to be held 

at St. Liborius.  There is no fee or cost involved in 
attending the meeting.  The only thing you will need to 
bring with you is your curiosity.   



ST. MARY WOMEN 
 

Thank you to all who attended our St. Joseph’s Table 
last Saturday evening. We had a great turn-out and hope 
that everyone enjoyed the wonderful food and great  
company! In keeping with the tradition of providing food 
for those who are hungry, through your generosity we col-
lected $245.00 which will be donated to Respond Now. 
 
Looking ahead…. Sunday, April 14 -Spring Bake Sale 

  As always, Bakers & Buyers Wanted! 

MONEY MANAGEMENT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 
Catholic Charities’ Money Management Program is 
seeking volunteers in Kankakee, Grundy, Iroquois, and 
Will Counties. This program assists low income older 
persons who have difficulty managing their personal 
household financial matters.  
As a trained volunteer, you will be matched with old-
er persons who need help with tasks such as organizing 
bills, writing checks, balancing a checkbook, intervening 
with creditors and completing medical forms. Necessary 
skills include: comfort with balancing a checkbook to the 
penny, personal strengths in attention to detail and or-
ganization are desired, as is the ability to advocate for 
assigned clients.  
Pre-service training is provided, a background check is 
required. 
To learn more about this opportunity, please call 815-
523-9921. For more information about the programs 
and services provided by Catholic Charities, Diocese of 
Joliet, please visit catholiccharitiesjoliet.org.  

 
 

From the pen of the pastor….. 
 
 
 

Bishop Conlon’s Pro-life Message 
 
 

At the end of today’s Mass we will hear a message from 
our bishop concerning several related bills currently  
under debate in Springfield that strip away most, if not 
all, the restrictions that have been placed upon abortion 
in the State of Illinois.  For example, should these new 
bills as currently written become law abortions could be 
done at any point during pregnancy; parental notification 
if the mother is a minor would be eliminated; and the 
right of hospitals and medical professionals to refuse to 
do abortions as a matter of conscience would be  
eliminated.  Perhaps even more sickening at a  
philosophical level abortion would be defined as a  
human right; as if murder could ever be considered  
good and praiseworthy. 
 
I encourage all of you to take Bishop Conlon’s message 
to heart and to contact your elected officials and express 
your opposition to these proposed laws.  Furthermore, I 
pray that all of you will be steadfast in opposing the evil 
of abortion not only in your own thoughts, but also with 
other people you may meet.  So many people become 
disheartened when all they hear in the media is a steady 
drumbeat for abortion and never encounter men and 
women who will express themselves as to why they sup-
port life.  Remember, as Christians we do not oppose 
abortion  
because we hate women, support rape, or some other 
such nonsense.  Rather we believe that every human 
life is created by and loved by God, and we do not be-
lieve that it is anyone’s right to deliberately kill an inno-
cent  
human being. 
 
It is important to remember that so many persons have 
been grievously harmed by abortion.  First in this regard 
must be the many millions of innocent lives slain.  Next 
comes the women and men who have either had an  
abortion or encouraged a woman to have an abortion.  
Such people often find themselves years later deeply 
 regretful over their decision and grievously wounded in  
spirit.  Many such persons think that their actions are  
unforgivable.  We should all remember that God is the 
God of mercy and compassion who does not desire the 
death of sinners, but rather their repentance and conver-
sion.  In the Diocese of Joliet there is confidential help 
for available at www.hopeafterabortion.com or 888-456-
HOPE for persons who have either had an abortion or 
have encouraged an abortion. 

K. of C. LADIES AUXILIARY 
HIGH TEA 

Sunday, April 28 at 3:00 P.M. 
St. Mary’s Ryan Hall 
$18.00 per person 

 

With the Heavenly Harps 

 

    For tickets contact Linda Marron  708-747-0105  

CATHOLIC MAN NIGHT 
Men Meeting Jesus 

 
Catholic Man Night is coming to St. Mary   

Thursday, April 25th!   
This is a great opportunity to experience one of these 
faith -enhancing events “in your own backyard”. 
All men of the parish are invited to join us in prayer,  
worship, & fellowship (with food) with men from across 
the diocese. 
More info to come….. 

JUST A REMINDER...Father Matt Nathan will be at St. 
Liborius this Wednesday, March 27, at 7:30 PM to give 
a presentation on the Bible with an emphasis on verses 
that Catholics often find confusing.    All are welcome. 

MOTHER TERESA CATHOLIC ACADEMY 
24201 S. KINGS ROAD 

CRETE, IL 60417 

  BLOOD DRIVE    SATURDAY, APRIL 13    8 AM - 1 PM 

http://www.hopeafterabortion.com

