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 Office:    708 748-6686                  
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Church Office Hours: Tuesday through Friday 

 8:30 AM—12:00 PM             
 

   

CHURCH OF ST. MARY 

Inspiring Faith, Family and Friends Since 1959 

          227 Monee Road  Park Forest, IL                www.stmaryparkforest.org 

 
We are affiliated with 

 
Mother Teresa Catholic Academy 

24201 S. Kings Road Crete, IL 
(708) 672-3093    

www.mtcacademy.org 
 

Mrs. Annie Murray, Principal 
amurray@mtcacademy.org 

 

Mass Schedule 
 

  Saturday:      4:30  PM (St. Liborius) 
  Sunday:         8:30 AM        
                       10:30 AM  (St. Liborius)       
  Monday:        7:00 PM                        
  Tuesday:       8:00 AM 
  Wednesday:   7:00 PM (St. Liborius) 
  Thursday:       8:30 AM (MTCA) 
  Friday:            8:00 AM (St. Liborius)                                    
   
Rosary :  Mondays, 6:30 PM (St. Mary) 
 
  Eucharistic Adoration: First Monday of 
  each month from 8:00 AM-6:30 PM. 
         (excluding July & August) 
 
                                   

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

   
 Monday    6:00-7:00 PM 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 
  Parents wishing to have their first child baptized 
at St. Mary are required to attend a Baptismal 
Preparation Class which is held on the first Mon-
day of the month after 7:00 p.m. Mass.  Baptisms 
are normally celebrated after the regular Mass 
time on Sundays, but can be arranged at other 
times or during Mass upon request. 
 Please call the church office at (708) 748-6686 
to schedule. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage  
  Wedding ceremonies must be arranged at least 
6 months in advance.  Contact the church office 
at (708) 748-6686. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Due to the Privacy Act, hospitals can no 
longer inform us when a parishioner is admit-
ted to the hospital. A close relative needs to 
notify the church office at  (708) 748-6686 to 
request an anointing for parishioners who are 
hospitalized or seriously ill at home. 

 
 

 
Fifth  Sunday of Lent 

March 18, 2018 



 
 LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

 
 

March 25  
 

                            8:30 AM     
                                                                               
              EM    Marianne Gezich 
                      Jackie Smith                               
                      Patricia Fowler  
             LEC   Joe Smith    
             SER    Victoria Lewis    
                      Amy Wegrzyn  
                                            

  
 
 
 

 
Estimated Parish Budget Expense (2017-2018)    

$235,260.00 
 
 

Weekly Parish Budget:     $4,524.00  
(Budget Expense divided by 52 weeks. This is the minimum 
amount needed weekly to help the parish meet its weekly  
goal).     
 
                              
                                     March 11, 2018 
 
                                           $3173.00 
 
                         
              Sunday Offertory:                     $2683.00 
              Online Giving:                            $400.00 
              Easter Flowers;                             $25.00 
              Building/Improvement Fund;       $65.00 
 
              Parish Scholarship Fund:            $45.00 
              Catholic Relief Services:           $165.00 
              *not included in parish budget                  
    
                                                   

 
Thank you for your generous support of St. Mary! 

 
 

 
                    MASS INTENTIONS 
 
                      March 19-March 25 
 
 

Monday:      7:00p  The Sick Members of the Parish                                                                                    
Tuesday:     8:00a   The Souls in Purgatory                                                                                             
Wednesday: 7:00p   At St. Liborius                    
Thursday:     8:30a   At MTCA 
Friday:          8:00a   At St. Liborius  
Saturday       4:30p   At St. Liborius                           
Sunday        8:30a   Leonard & Elsie Keilman 
                                 James Keilman      
                                 Sam & Vicky Melei (Daughters)                                                         
                   10:30a   At St. Liborius                                            

 
SAVED BY GOD’S LOVE 

 
Because the people broke the old 
covenant, God promised a new 
covenant, not in the blood of  

oxen and other animals, but in the blood of the Son,  
Jesus Christ. This new covenant, foreseen from afar by 
Jeremiah and the prophets, was not to be engraved on 
stone, or written on paper, but carved on our hearts, so 
that we might know God intimately. Not by keeping many 
laws are we to be saved, but by the love of God, living 
and real in our hearts through the sacrifice of Christ. 
 Our Eucharist is the pledge of that indwelling of 
Christ, and of our response of praise and thanksgiving to 
God for the mercy, love, and kindness shown to us in 
forgiving our sins and cleansing our hearts of everything 
evil. God issues this invitation to intimacy by offering us 
the chance to have our sufferings transformed into the 
perfect love of the Savior, who first loved us. 
                                                            Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

 
 

SCHEDULE FOR TRIDUUM & EASTER 
 
 
 

 Holy Thursday:   7:00 PM - Mass of the Last Supper                     
(both parishes) 

                                      Adoration until Midnight 
 

 Good Friday:       3:00 PM-Veneration of the Cross/ 
                                      Passion/ Communion Service                                     
                              7:00 PM-Stations of the Cross 
                                              (No soup & bread) 
 
  *The Good Friday schedule is reversed at St. Liborius. 
 
                          
 Holy Saturday:      8:00 PM-Vigil Mass at St. Liborius  
  
 Easter Sunday:     8:30 AM at St. Mary  
                              10:30 AM-at St. Liborius    
 
 

Blessing of Easter baskets: 
 

10:00 AM at St. Liborius 
                           12:00 PM at St. Mary 

MRS. SEBASTIAN’S RE CLASS continues to show 
how much they care about others and strive to follow 
Jesus: Caroline turned in her Operation Rice Bowl box 
and the class donated $4.31 that they had collected that 
will be used to feed the hungry at PADS.  

“I will place my law within them and write it upon their 
hearts;  
I will be their God, and they shall be my people.” 
                                        
                                                              ~Jeremiah 31:33 



 
                                   
         From the pen of the pastor…..                  
                                                             
The soundtrack to a movie is so very  
important.  A good musical score can lift up an average 
movie and raise up a good movie to that of a great mov-
ie.  Think of the music for the original Star Wars.  That 
score elevates a good, fun movie that on its own might 
remain a pleasant childhood memory into a cultural icon.  
A good score will signal for the audience the beginning 
of the calamitic moment for the movie.  Perhaps it will be 
a blast of trumpets – especially if it’s an action movie – 
or perhaps a new quieter introspective piece if the movie 
is a drama and a great decision is about to be made.  
Whatever the type of movie is being seen a great score 
is crucial to heightening the tension and the impact of 
the key scene. 
 
Which brings us to today’s Gospel passage taken from 
the Gospel of John.  This passage we are told takes 
place six days before the Passover; six days before the 
Last Supper, the arrest and trial of Jesus, and the death 
of Christ upon the cross.  The great preaching ministry of 
Jesus is over.  No more will Jesus teach the crowds in 
the synagogues, mountainsides, or by the shore of the 
Sea of Galilee.  No more will Jesus drive out demons, 
heal the sick, or command the elements to obey his will.  
Yet, the mission of Christ is by no means finished.  The 
great task still lies ahead, the reason for which Christ 
came into the world, the sacrifice of Jesus’ life upon the 
cross for the forgiveness of our sins.  Hear the words of 
the Gospel “I am troubled now. Yet what should I say? 
Father, save me from this hour? But it was for this pur-
pose that I came to this hour.”  This is a quiet moment 
charged with dramatic tension.  What will Christ do?  
What decision will he make?  It is easy to say that of 
course Jesus Christ will choose to die on the cross.  Isn’t 
he God?  What other choice would he make?  He is  
indeed God, yet he is also man.  He knows, and yes 
fears , the pain and suffering he will have to endure.  
And he will have to endure it.  He is truly a human being 
as well as being truly God.  He can not hide from or 
magically wish the pain of the lash or the nails away.  
This is a real moment of decision.  Whether to quit or 
continue forward to his death. 
 
This is the moment where a great musical score would 
come into its glory.  Perhaps it would be a solitary violin 
playing as Jesus wrestles with his decision.  This is not a 
case of Christ’s divinity overruling his humanity.  As if the 
humanity of Christ was subordinate to his divinity and 
had no real impact upon his decisions.  Rather, in Christ 
the divine and the human are united equally, and the 
decision of Jesus is one in which his humanity fully and 
freely ascents to with his divinity.  Soon the violins would 
begin to swell as Jesus gathers the determination to car-
ry through with the great task.  The music would help us 
appreciate the great moment when Jesus the Christ, in 

his divinity and in his humanity, resolves to go forth to 
the cross for our salvation.  I like to think that this scene 
would end with a touch of brass that will foreshadow the 
resounding trumpets at the triumph of the resurrection. 

FOUNDATIONS OF THE FAITH 

Christian Prayer 

Session 2:The Lord’s Prayer-Our Father 

On Thursday, April 12, from 6:30 until 8:30, St. Mary 

will host a session of the Foundations of Faith program 

sponsored by the Diocese of Joliet. This session will 

focus on the Lord’s Prayer. All are invited to attend.  

What in the World is Going on  
During the Mass? 

 
Have you ever wondered just what is 
going on during the Mass?  Have you 

ever asked yourself “why is Fr. Eickhoff doing that just 
now?”  Have you thought to yourself “what is the mean-
ing behind the washing of the priest’s hands or why do 
we Catholics refer to the Mass as a sacrifice?”  

Well this Wednesday, March 21
st
  at St. Liborius and 

Tuesday, April 10 at St. Mary I will be leading a “walk-
through” of the Mass to help explain the rich meaning 
and history of the parts of the Mass.  For us Catholics 
the Mass can never be just something that we watch, 
but rather it is something to be experienced.  However, 
to experience it fully we must understand what is  
happening during the Mass.   

So I hope you will join me for the Mass walk-through.  It 
will take place immediately following the 7.00pm Mass 
on Wednesday, March 21

st
 at St. Liborius. The same 

program will also be presented on Tuesday, April 10,at 
St. Mary following the 8:00 AM Mass. 

 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

 
Because the first Monday of the month falls the day after 
Easter, we will have Eucharistic Adoration on Monday, 
April 9, from 8:00 AM until 6:30 PM. The sign up sheet is 
on the piano in the back of the church. 

TYG:  FUELED BY FAITH 

Last week, members of TYG (Teen Youth Group)
facilitated a Confirmation retreat for candidates at St. 
Joseph Parish in Homewood.  Several young people 
from St. Mary are also part of this group. 

Here are a few things the candidates had to say about 
their experience: 

“One thing I liked was my crew leaders because they 
were so open to sharing.” 
“I enjoyed the skits.” 
“One thing I liked was I got to share my feelings.” 
“I met new people and I feel more connected to people.” 
“I liked how the leaders combined fun and learning.” 


