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 Office:    708 748-6686                  
 Fax:       708 748-6907  

 
cbartels@stmaryparkforest.org 

 
Church Office Hours: Tuesday through Friday 

 8:30 AM—12:00 PM             
 

   

CHURCH OF ST. MARY 

Inspiring Faith, Family and Friends Since 1959 

          227 Monee Road  Park Forest, IL                www.stmaryparkforest.org 

 
We are affiliated with 

 
Mother Teresa Catholic Academy 

24201 S. Kings Road Crete, IL 
(708) 672-3093    

www.mtcacademy.org 
 

Mrs. Annie Murray, Principal 
amurray@mtcacademy.org 

 

Mass Schedule 
 

  Saturday:      4:30  PM (St. Liborius) 
  Sunday:         8:30 AM        
                       10:30 AM  (St. Liborius)       
  Monday:        7:00 PM                        
  Tuesday:       8:00 AM 
  Wednesday:   7:00 PM (St. Liborius) 
  Thursday:       8:30 AM (MTCA) 
  Friday:            8:00 AM (St. Liborius)                                    
   
Rosary :  Mondays, 6:30 PM (St. Mary) 
 
  Eucharistic Adoration: First Monday of 
  each month from 8:00 AM-6:30 PM. 
         (excluding July & August) 
 
                                   

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

   
 Monday    6:00-7:00 PM 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 
  Parents wishing to have their first child baptized 
at St. Mary are required to attend a Baptismal 
Preparation Class which is held on the first Mon-
day of the month after 7:00 p.m. Mass.  Baptisms 
are normally celebrated after the regular Mass 
time on Sundays, but can be arranged at other 
times or during Mass upon request. 
 Please call the church office at (708) 748-6686 
to schedule. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage  
  Wedding ceremonies must be arranged at least 
6 months in advance.  Contact the church office 
at (708) 748-6686. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Due to the Privacy Act, hospitals can no 
longer inform us when a parishioner is admit-
ted to the hospital. A close relative needs to 
notify the church office at  (708) 748-6686 to 
request an anointing for parishioners who are 
hospitalized or seriously ill at home. 

 
 

 
Second Sunday of Lent 

March 17, 2019 



 
 LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

 
 

March 24     
 

                            8:30 AM     
                                                                               
                EM   Patricia Fowler 
                       Jack Buckley                               
                       Carol Bartels  
              LEC    Pat Schanaberger    
              SER    Amy Wegrzyn    

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

Estimated Parish Budget Expense (2017-2018)    
$235,260.00 

 
 

Weekly Parish Budget:     $4,524.00  
(Budget Expense divided by 52 weeks. This is the minimum 
amount needed weekly to help the parish meet its weekly  
goal).     
 
                                    March 10, 2019 
 
 
                                           $3547.50 
 
                         
              Sunday Offertory:                           $2710.00 
              Online Giving:                                   $397.50 
              Easter Flowers:                                   $85.00 
              Easter:                                                  $25.00 
              Building/Improv. Fund:                     $330.00 
                           
              Ash Wednesday: (Church in            $605.00 
              Central & Eastern Eur.)                                 
              Parish Scholarship Fund:                  $40.00 
              *not included in parish budget   
 
 
      Thank you for your generous support of St. Mary! 
 

 
                    MASS INTENTIONS 
 
                    March 18-March 24 
 
 

Monday:      7:00p  For The Unborn    
Tuesday:     8:00a  People of St. Mary                                                                                    
Wednesday: 7:00p  At St. Liborius                    
Thursday:     8:30a  At MTCA 
Friday:          8:00a  At St. Liborius  
Saturday       4:30p  At St. Liborius                           
Sunday        8:30a  Marie Skummer 
                                Phyllis Borsilli (Marie Iafollo)                                 
                   10:30a  At St. Liborius                                            

 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

 
Our next Eucharistic Adoration will be held on Monday, 
April 1, from 8:00 AM until 6:30 PM. There is a sign up 
sheet on the piano in the back of the church. 

STAND FIRM IN THE LORD 
 

It is not hard to imagine, in this age of wars, evil groups 
bent on the destruction of humanity, and political follies, 
that the words of Saint Paul were so accurate, even for his 
time. It seems that the world never changes. Paul says, 
“Many . . . conduct themselves as enemies of the cross of 
Christ. Their end is their destruction . . . Their minds are 
occupied with earthly things”  (Philippians 3:18, 19). The 
result is the destruction of innocent people and of the 
Earth itself. But Paul says to the Philippians, “our citizen-
ship is in heaven, and from it we also await a savior, the 
Lord Jesus Christ” (3:20). He will “change our lowly body 
to conform with his glorified body” (3:21). Note that he 
says “body” rather than “bodies.” He is talking about the 
whole community of believers, who, following the example 
of Jesus and of Paul, will come into the glory of God. So 
“stand firm in the Lord” (4:1).      Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 
On Wednesday, March 27

th
  Fr. Matt Nathan of the  

Diocese of Joliet will be at St. Liborius at 7.30pm  
giving a presentation on the Bible with an emphasis  
on explaining confusing passages that Catholics often 
have questions about. 

 
CATHOLIC MAN NIGHT 

Men Meeting Jesus 
 

Thursday, March 21 at 6:30 pm 
Our Lady of Peace in Darien  

701 Plainfield Road, Darien. IL 
 
 

Catholic Man Night is coming to St. Mary on Thursday, 
April 25th!  This is a great opportunity to experience one  
of these faith -enhancing events “in your own backyard”. 
All men of the parish are invited to join us in prayer,  
worship, & fellowship with men from across the diocese. 
More info to come….. 

 

LENTEN RECONCILIATION SERVICE 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20 AT ST. LIBORIUS 

 
This coming Wednesday, March 20, immediately  
following the 7:00PM Mass, there will be several 
priests available to hear confessions. 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 

Stations of the Cross are prayed on Friday evenings 
at 6:00 PM followed by a simple supper of soup and 
bread in Ryan Hall. All are welcome. 



MADE FOR MORE 
Wednesday, May 22 

 
On Wednesday, May 22

nd
 St. Mary Parish in Mokena 

will be hosting a special presentation by the well-known 
Catholic speaker Christopher West.  St. Liborius and 
St. Mary have joined together with several other parish-
es in the area to support this event.  Christopher West’s 
presentation will be entitled “Made for More,” and is 
based on St. John Paul II teachings from his book, The 
Theology of the Body.  This event is suitable for adults 
and teenagers 15 and older.  This is a ticketed event 

and tickets are available for purchase at both St.  
Liborius and St. Mary.  

 
  
  
 From the pen of the pastor….. 
 
 
 
On March 27

th
 Father Matt Nathan will be at St. Liborius 

to give a presentation on how to understand difficult 
biblical passages.  I happen to know that the examples 
he will be using will not be from today’s first reading 
taken from the Book of Genesis, but today’s first read-
ing is an excellent example of a difficult to understand 
biblical passage.  You might well ask yourself “what in 
the world is going on when Abram takes several ani-
mals, splits them in two, and later on the signs of the 
Lord God pass between the pieces.”  This is indeed a 
difficult to understand bible passage.  Fortunately, mod-
ern archeologists, linguists, and historians have been 
able to uncover clues that help to explain this biblical 
passage.  It turns out that in truly ancient times in the 
Middle East – a couple of thousand years before Christ 
– two kings wishing to make a solemn treaty with each 
other did not sign their names on a piece of paper (or 
paper’s equivalent).  Rather, the two kings would sacri-
fice an animal, split it into two pieces, and then would 
walk between the pieces.  Exactly what was meant by 
walking between the pieces is still murky.  The best 
guess is that what was meant was something like “if I 
break this treaty may I be slain and cut in two like these 
sacrifices.” 
 
Of course, this understanding does not exactly describe 
the relationship between Abram and God.  For one 
thing, this treaty is not made between equals.  God is 
infinitely greater than Abram.  For another, there is no 
danger that God will ever break his promise to Abram.  
Still, by choosing to verify His promise to Abram in this 
way, God makes it clear to Abram in a manner that 
Abram would know and understand, that this promise is 
solemn and binding.   That God will make Abram the 
father of a great nation, that He will give to Abram and 
his descendants the land upon which they will dwell, 
and that God will never go back on this promise. 
 
If you are interested in learning about various tools to 
help understand difficult bible readings, I encourage 

you attend Fr. Matt Nathan’s presentation on Wednes-
day, March 27

th
 beginning at 7.30pm to be held at St. 

Liborius Church. 

BLOOD DRIVE AT MTCA 

Mother Teresa Catholic Academy will be hosting a blood 
drive – your support helps us save lives! Someone needs 
blood every three seconds – just think of the impact you’re 
making in the lives of people across Illinois.  The blood 
drive details as follows: 

MOTHER TERESA CATHOLIC ACADEMY 
24201 S. KINGS ROAD 

CRETE, IL 60417 

APRIL 13, 2019 
8:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

Our blood drive goal is to get 23 products. Every day, 
Heartland Blood Centers needs to see at least 600 donors 
to meet the needs of our hospitals. Schedule an appt.at: 
https://ht.heartlandbc.org/donor/schedules/
drive_schedule/2036974 
  

 
SOUTH SUBURBAN DIVERSITY DINNER 

Saturday, April 13   5:30-9:00 PM  
Rich South High School 

 
The objective of the Diversity Dinner is to celebrate 
the diversity that typifies and enriches our region. 
 
For more information please contact Marisa DuBose. 
                                 708-283-5622 
                                 708-846-7203 

   

   2019 CATHOLIC MINISTRIES ANNUAL APPEAL 

 
Thank you to everyone who has pledged a gift to the 

2019 Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal (CMAA). Your 

support will help provide Signs of Hope to so many 

through the 30 ministries our annual appeal benefits. 

 

Our parish’s goal for the 2019 CMAA is $14,600.  

Every gift — large and small — makes a difference! If 

we raise more than our goal, 70 percent of the amount 

over goal will be returned to us for our use. This is an 

amazing opportunity for our parish. 

 

Please prayerfully reflect on your pledge to this year’s 

CMAA and make your gift today. Pledge envelopes are 

available in the church. You can also return the pledge 

card you received in the mail, make a gift online at jo-

lietdioceseappeal.org, or text “Donate” to (815) 205-

1949 to link to a donation form from your mobile 

phone. 


