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Mass Schedule 
 

  Saturday:      4:30  PM (St. Liborius) 
  Sunday:         8:30 AM        
                       10:30 AM  (St. Liborius)       
  Monday:        7:00 PM                        
  Tuesday:       8:00 AM 
  Wednesday:   7:00 PM (St. Liborius) 
  Thursday:       8:30 AM (MTCA) 
  Friday:            8:00 AM (St. Liborius)                                    
   
Rosary :  Mondays, 6:30 PM (St. Mary) 
 
  Eucharistic Adoration: First Monday of 
  each month from 8:00 AM-6:30 PM. 
         (excluding July & August) 
 
                                   

 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
   

 Monday    6:00-7:00 PM 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
  Parents wishing to have their first child baptized 
at St. Mary are required to attend a Baptismal 
Preparation Class which is held on the first  
Monday of the month after 7:00 p.m. Mass.   
Baptisms are normally celebrated after the  
regular Mass time on Sundays, but can be  
arranged at other times or during Mass upon 
request. 
 Please call the church office at (708) 748-6686 
to schedule. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage  
  Wedding ceremonies must be arranged at least 
6 months in advance.  Contact the church office 
at (708) 748-6686. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Due to the Privacy Act, hospitals can no 
longer inform us when a parishioner is admit-
ted to the hospital. A close relative needs to 
notify the church office at  (708) 748-6686 to 
request an anointing for parishioners who are 
hospitalized or seriously ill at home. 

 
 

March 8, 2020 



 
 LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

 
 

March 15 
 

                             8:30 AM                                                                                  
                      
                     EM  Joe Smith                               
                          Jack Buckley          
                  LEC   Emily Torres                 
                   SER  Samantha Gutierrez                                             
                           Victoria Lewis                                                          

  
 
 
 

 
                     
 
 

Estimated Parish Budget Expense (2017-2018)      
$235,260.00 

 
 

Weekly Parish Budget:     $4,524.00  
(Budget Expense divided by 52 weeks. This is the minimum 
amount needed weekly to help the parish meet its weekly  
goal).     
 
                                      March 1, 2020 
 
 
                                             $5490.50 
 
                         
             Sunday Offertory:                        $4203.00 
             Online Giving:                                $727.50 
             Building/Improvement Fund:        $510.00 
             Easter Flowers:                                $50.00 
 
             Parish Scholarship:                         $45.00 
             Ash Wednesday (Church in          $348.00 
             Central & Eastern Europe)     
             Catholic Relief Services:                 $20.00                                                     
            *not included in parish budget  
              
 
      Thank you for your generous support of St. Mary!                                            

 

 
                   MASS INTENTIONS                                    
 
                    March 9-March 15 
 
 

Monday:      7:00p    Therese Liesenfelt (George Albert)                                                                                                                             
Tuesday:     8:00a    Rita Wroblewski (Louise Comer) 
 Wednesday: 7:00p   At St. Liborius                    
Thursday:     8:30a    At MTCA 
Friday:          8:00a    At St. Liborius  
Saturday      4:30p    At St. Liborius                           
Sunday        8:30a   William Bramanti (Mary Anne Mele) 
                                 Pearl Spinozzi (Family) 
                                 Varga Family (Family)                              
                   10:30a    At St. Liborius                                            

 
             Please pray for the repose of the soul of 
             former parishioner Jack Black who passed   
             away recently. 

 
 

CHANGE 
 

Lent is all about change and 
change is usually not easy. In 
order to change we have to leave something behind. 
Today we hear about a very old man who decides to 
answer God’s call. Abram experiences a tremendous 
amount of change when he leaves everything behind, 
risking it all for God’s promise. Jesus changes, is 
transfigured, right before the eyes of his disciples. The 
Lenten scriptures issue the call for us to change, to be 
transfigured, so that we, too, will soon share in the 
glory of God. What is it that the Lord is asking us to 
leave behind? Are we willing to take the risk for the 
promise made by God? These questions are at the 
heart of the Lenten journey of conversion.                
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

LENTEN EVENTS 
 
The Season of Lent is filled with events that help us 
to experience more fully the Christian life.  I encour-
age you attend and participate in these liturgies so as 
to more deeply involve yourself in the life of the par-
ish  
and in your relationship with God. 
 

Tuesdays of Lent -  
 

9AM Stations of the Cross at St. Liborius 
 

Fridays of Lent -  
 

St. Liborius: 
 
5.30PM Soup and Bread Dinner (or Fish Fry) 
at St. Liborius 
7.00PM Stations of the Cross at St. Liborius 
 
St. Mary: 

 
6.00PM Stations of the Cross at St. Mary 
6.30PM Soup and Bread Dinner at St. Mary 
 

Wednesday, March 11
th
 –  

 
      Parish Reconciliation at 7.30PM at St. Liborius 
 

Tuesday, March 31
st
 –  

                  Relics of the Saints Presentation  
                        7.00PM at St. Liborius 



 
 
                                                    From the pen of the pastor……. 
 
 
 
As I announced at last weekend’s Masses Bishop Pates has suspended both the Sign of Peace during all Masses 
and the reception of the Precious Blood during communion. Bishop Pates has not stated when the suspension will be 
lifted or under what conditions it will be lifted.   
 
The Sign of Peace is an optional part of the Mass in the Roman Rite.  In normal circumstances, the priest celebrating 
the Mass may include the Sign of Peace at his discretion.  Since the Sign of Peace is an optional part of the Mass its 
suspension does not negate or take away any of the holy effects of the Mass. 
 
For Catholics, the Body and Blood of Christ is not merely a symbolic action meant to recall the Last Supper or Christ’s 
sacrifice for our sins, but rather it is Jesus Christ fully and truly present under the seeming form of bread and wine.  
Christ commanded his disciples to eat His Body and drink His Blood that we might have eternal life.  The Eucharist is 
not an optional extra, but rather the essential part of the Mass.   Catholic teaching holds that the entirety of the Body, 
Blood, Soul, and Divinity of our Lord is within either the Body of Christ or the Blood of Christ.  It is not necessary to 
receive both the Body of Christ and the Blood of Christ to fulfill the command of the Lord to eat His flesh and drink His 
blood.  The only person who must consume both the Body and Blood of Christ at the Mass is the priest celebrating 
the Mass since he is acting in the person of Jesus Christ in the sacrifice of the Mass. 
 
In this time of worry about sickness and concern about gathering in crowds I want to speak about the necessity of 
coming to Sunday Mass.  Attending Sunday Mass (or a Saturday Vigil Mass) is not an option for Catholics, it is a ne-
cessity.  It is in the Mass that we come together as Christ’s people to worship God, give praise to God, ask for God’s 
help, and receive from God the grace and strength we need to live out our vocations as Christian disciples in the 
world.  This is the default practice for all Catholics.  The Church does teach that the requirement to attend Holy Mass 
can be set aside in certain serious circumstances.  The most common serious circumstances are necessary travel to 
a region of the world where there is no Catholic Mass; or performance of duties necessary for the common good of 
society or nation (such as military service, workers in public utilities, emergency responders, or persons caring for the 
sick and injured).  People in such circumstances should do their best to attend Sunday Mass as frequently as possible 
by arranging their schedules to minimize their inability to attend Mass.  Persons who are themselves sick or injured 
are also excused from attending Mass if their condition prevents them from coming to Mass.  In the present situation 
those persons who are physically capable of coming to Mass but have flu or cold like symptoms should stay at home 
and are dispensed from the necessity of coming to Mass.  This dispensation will also apply to anyone who is directed 
by civil authority or medical advice to stay at home. 

 
 

ST. MARY WOMEN 
ST. JOSEPH’S TABLE POTLUCK 

 
       Next Sunday, March 15  4:00 PM 

 
St. Mary Women will hold it’s annual St. Joseph’s Table 
Potluck Dinner next Sunday, March 15th, at 4:00 PM. 
Just bring a dish to share …..beverages & utensils are 
provided. All are welcome ...please join us! 

A STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 

In today’s second reading, Timothy is issued a strong 
directive: “Bear your share of hardship for the gospel 
with the strength that comes from God.” For the early 
Christians this could mean torture and execution. For 
most Christians today enduring hardship for the Gospel 
might include accepting ridicule or mockery, or the  
suggestion that we lack sophistication. Nevertheless, in 
his letters, Saint Paul is adamant that we should not be 
ashamed of being followers of Christ. Good stewards 
are not ashamed of their allegiance to Christ. They do 
not hide their faith. Reflect on this question:  

Are you willing to speak about following Christ Jesus no 
matter who your listeners happen to be? 

                                          International Catholic Stewardship Council 

RELIC PRESENTATION 
     Tuesday, March 31 - 7:00 PM @St. Liborius 
 
Save the date for a presentation on the Relics of the 
Saints on Tuesday, March 31, at 7 p.m. Fr. William 
DeSalvo will not only speak about why we Catholics 
revere the relics of the saints, but he will also bring 
and display many of the relics that he has in his 
possession including relics of St. Pope John Paul II 
and Mother Teresa. 

THE HEAVIEST LOAD 
 

A chip on the shoulder is the heaviest load anyone can 
carry.                                                      —Anonymous 



 
 
 
                        From Deacon David….. 

 
 

This 2nd Sunday in Lent did you remember to “spring forward” with your clocks? I 
love this time of year. The days get longer. Baseball players are reporting to camp, hope springs eternal, my team, 
every team is in first place! Spring is about to be sprung, everything will soon be renewed and turn green! Winter’s 
cold turns to summer’s warmth. The darkness to light. And I also love that Lent gives me gives us all, hope! I hope 
that this 40-day journey, this walk of faith, Christ’s Passion will turn my life into the person I have been longing to 
be. That I so need to be.  
 
Just like the renewal God gives us every spring, God gives us Lent. Lent offers us renewal, hope, a reminder to 
keep our eyes, our minds, and our hearts on our ultimate goal. How seriously are we taking this journey? Have we 
come to share Christ’s Passion with your faith family every Friday? What have we done differently this Lent? What 
have we done the same? Is that same working any differently for you?  Are you walking with Jesus this Lent, or still 
thinking you can do it all alone? Why should I try, if I feel as if I just continue to fail over and over? Why should I 
even bother? All questions I have personally struggled with.  
 
One thing I know for certain is that our time here, I’m talking about out time on earth; it is very brief, momentary.  
Especially if we compare it with eternity, time without end spent with our God! So, we need to make the most of our 
time spent here. We all fail, but it is key to remember why we are doing this. Lent calls to fast, to pray, and to give 
alms. 
 
The Catechism tells us, “By the solemn forty days of Lent the Church unites herself each year to the mystery of  
Jesus in the desert.” (CCC 540) 
 
 During these forty days of Lent, instead of thinking about our own struggles, let us contemplate Jesus and His  
lonely journey through the desert. Let us walk besides Him as He struggles to walk, suffering from hunger, weak 
from lack of food. Let stay near to Him, next to Him, right by His side, as faces temptation. He knows temptation 
and He can help us overcome our own daily trials. That should be our purpose. To unite ourselves with Jesus as He 
goes through the desert.  
 
If we want to join him in the Resurrection (heaven), then we must be willing to journey with Him through Lent. All of 
it. And if we do it right, then it shouldn't end there. If our desire is to draw closer to the suffering heart of Christ, then 
that isn't something that ends on Easter Sunday. Living out our Lent with purpose means being formed in a way 
that will carry on long after these 40 days are over.  
 
“So if you pray, fast; if fast, show mercy; if you want your petition to be heard, hear the petition of others. When you 
fast, see the fasting of others. If you hope for mercy, show mercy. If you look for kindness, show kindness. If you 
want to receive, give.” 
                                   ~St. Peter Chrysologus 
 
Saturday March 14th, we have the Confirmation Candidate Retreat. All candidates must attend! This retreat is for 
the candidates only. It will start at 11:00 am and end after 4:30 Mass. Lunch will be provided.  Parents, sponsors, 
and candidates’ families are invited to join us for Mass. Retreat ends after Mass. 
 
Saturday March 28th is the First Holy Communion Retreat. This retreat is for Communicants and their parents. (at 
least one parent must attend with child). It is 9 am to Noon. 
 
God Bless , Deacon David  

INVITATION TO SPIRITUAL INTERGENERATIONAL GATHERING 
NUNS & NONES 

The topic for this month’s Nuns & Nones gathering on March 16, 6:00-7:30 p.m. at St. Francis Woods, is “Finding 
Meaning in Life.” The Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart invite spiritually diverse men and women to Nuns & 
Nones, an intergenerational gathering of Catholic Sisters and people of no particular religious affiliation who want to 
feed their spirit and make a difference in our society. The gatherings will be 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. every third Monday at 
St. Francis Woods, 9201 W. St. Francis Road, Frankfort, IL 60423. Please RSVP to sisters@fssh.net so we can 
plan for food and space needs. 

mailto:sisters@fssh.net


 
COME TO THE MTCA CRAFT & VENDOR SHOW!! 

Shop Easter gifts and more!! 
 

Free kids craft activity table!! 
Free face painting!!                          
Cake walk at 12:00 

Bake sale until supplies last!!! 
Each lunch at our concession stand!! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

March 28th 9am-3pm 
Mother Teresa Catholic Academy 24201 

 S Kings Rd, Crete, IL 60417 

 

PAY IT FORWARD SERVICE EXPERIENCE 
June 22-25, 2020 (8 a.m. to 2 p.m. daily) 

 
Area sophomore, junior and senior high school students 
have a unique opportunity this summer to earn service 
hours while giving back to the local community and learn-
ing more about the core values of the University of St.  
Francis. 
 
 During the Pay It Forward program, participating 
students will spend a majority of their time each day 
within the Joliet community at four service sites – 
Joliet Hope Center food pantry, Will County Forest 
Preserve, Habitat for Humanity, and Our Lady of 
Angels Retirement Home. The students will be 
placed into teams that will each work alongside a 
USF staff member, and those teams will travel via 
USF buses to a different service site each day. Every 
student will participate in each of the four experiences. 
 
Program cost is $60 per participant, which covers 
all expenses and materials, including a continental 
breakfast, snack at the work site, lunch, and transporta-
tion.  
 
Space in the program is limited. To register, visit 
stfrancis.edu/payitforward or call 815-740-3605 for more 
info. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SHRINE OF CHRIST’S PASSION 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

 
The Shrine of Christ’s Passion is fast becoming a destina-
tion for 00,000’s of people from all over the country. We 
want to thank our many, wonderful volunteers! However, 
we are in need of more people willing to help welcome 
visitors to the Shrine. Please prayerfully consider if God is 
calling you to minister to others. The Shrine is non-
denominational and our many guests reflect that. During 
the Lenten Season, please pray; see if you feel that God 
is calling you to this most important ministry. Volunteers 
can choose to help in a variety of ways such as: The Gift 
Shoppe; as docents taking guests on a journey on the 
beautiful Prayer Trail or as Adopt-a-Station Volunteers! 
 
We’ll be having Volunteer Training at 6:00 p.m. on 
the following dates: 

March 30 - New Prayer Trail Volunteers 
March 31 - New Gift Shoppe Volunteers 

April 1 - Adopt-a-Station Volunteers 
 

May God Bless you for considering to give of your 
time and talent. 

Call 365-6010 to register! 


