
 
                 Rev. Stephen Eickhoff, Pastor 
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 Office:    708 748-6686                  
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Church Office Hours: Tuesday through Friday 

 8:30 AM—12:00 PM             
 

CHURCH OF ST. MARY 

Inspiring Faith, Family and Friends Since 1959 

          227 Monee Road  Park Forest, IL                www.stmaryparkforest.org 
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Mother Teresa Catholic Academy 
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Mass Schedule 
 

  Saturday:      4:30  PM (St. Liborius) 
  Sunday:         8:30 AM        
                       10:30 AM  (St. Liborius)       
  Monday:        7:00 PM                        
  Tuesday:       8:00 AM 
  Wednesday:   7:00 PM (St. Liborius) 
  Thursday:       8:30 AM (MTCA) 
  Friday:            8:00 AM (St. Liborius)                                    
   
Rosary :  Mondays, 6:30 PM (St. Mary) 
 
  Eucharistic Adoration: First Monday of 
  each month from 8:00 AM-6:30 PM. 
         (excluding July & August) 
 
                                   

 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
   

 Monday    6:00-7:00 PM 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
  Parents wishing to have their first child baptized 
at St. Mary are required to attend a Baptismal 
Preparation Class which is held on the first  
Monday of the month after 7:00 p.m. Mass.   
Baptisms are normally celebrated after the  
regular Mass time on Sundays, but can be  
arranged at other times or during Mass upon 
request. 
 Please call the church office at (708) 748-6686 
to schedule. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage  
  Wedding ceremonies must be arranged at least 
6 months in advance.  Contact the church office 
at (708) 748-6686. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Due to the Privacy Act, hospitals can no 
longer inform us when a parishioner is admit-
ted to the hospital. A close relative needs to 
notify the church office at  (708) 748-6686 to 
request an anointing for parishioners who are 
hospitalized or seriously ill at home. 

 
 

First Sunday of Lent 
March 1, 2020 



 
 LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

 
 

March 8 
 

                             8:30 AM                                                                                   
   
                    EM   Patricia Fowler                               
                           Pat Schanaberger                         
                           Carol Bartels                    
                   LEC   Marianne Gezich                                              
                   SER   Julia Canty   
                           Joseph Canty        

  
 
 
 

 
   
                   
 
 

Estimated Parish Budget Expense (2017-2018)    
$235,260.00 

 
 

Weekly Parish Budget:     $4,524.00  
(Budget Expense divided by 52 weeks. This is the minimum 
amount needed weekly to help the parish meet its weekly  
goal).     
 
                                February 23, 2020 
 
 
                                         $1303.50 
 
 
                         
             Sunday Offertory:                          $831.00 
             Online Giving:                                $447.50 
             Building/Improvement Fund:         $25.00 
              
             Ash Wednesday (Church in         $250.00  
             Central/Eastern Europe) 
             *not included in parish budget  
              
 
 
 
 

 
                   MASS INTENTIONS                                    
 
                     March 2-March 8 
 
 

Monday:      7:00p    Michael Comer (Louise Comer)   
                                  Thomas Niemeyer (Family)                                                                                                        
Tuesday:     8:00a    The Sick of the Parish 
 Wednesday: 7:00p   At St. Liborius                    
Thursday:     8:30a    At MTCA 
Friday:          8:00a    At St. Liborius  
Saturday      4:30p    At St. Liborius                           
Sunday        8:30a   Joseph & Marie Skummer 
                                  Romana Drobick (Judy Niemeyer) 
                                  Witkus & Stane Families                              

        
              Please pray for the repose of the souls of 
            parishioner Judi Wray and former parishioner 
            Noel Knutson, husband of Mary Knutson, who 
            passed away recently. 

 
STRENGTH AGAINST TEMPTATION 

 
 The first Sunday of the season of Lent always 
 includes a Gospel account of the temptation of the Lord 
Jesus in the desert by the devil. This year, the story is 
set against the backdrop of the first reading from  
Genesis, which recounts the very first temptation by the 
devil. That story is set in a garden of delight. The Gospel 
story is set in the desert. As believers, we know that 
temptation comes our way in our own gardens of  
delight as well as the deserts of our lives. As Lent 
begins, our attention is drawn to that temptation within 
each of us to become like God—we want control,  
power, and answers to all of life’s difficult questions. As 
communities of faith, we are given this season of  
repentance so that we can join our hearts with others on 
the difficult journey of conversion. We look to God and 
to one another for strength against temptation. 
                                                    Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 
ST. MARY WOMEN 

ST. JOSEPH’S TABLE POTLUCK 
 

                 Sunday, March 15  4:00 PM 
 
St. Mary Women will hold it’s annual St. Joseph’s 
Table Potluck Dinner on Sunday, March 15th, at 4:00 
PM. 
Just bring a dish to share …..beverages & utensils 
are provided. All are welcome ...please join us! 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
 

There will be Eucharistic Adoration tomorrow from 
8:00 AM until 6:30 PM. There are many open times 
that need to bee filled. Please see the sign up sheet 
on the piano in the back of the church. 

 
Daylight Savings Time Begins 
Next Weekend! 



 
 
   From the pen of the pastor…….. 
 
 
On Ash Wednesday we placed 
ashes upon our foreheads as a sign of 
mourning.  We mourned the sins we have committed.  
We also mourned our relationship with God that is 
wounded - and even completely lost - as a result of our 
sins.  Looking to the Scriptures we see in the First Read-
ing today the first and greatest example of the damage 
caused by sin:  the expulsion of Adam and Eve from the 
Garden of Eden.  The Garden of Eden is established by 
God to be His very own Earthly paradise, and Adam and 
Eve were brought forth to be not only its caretakers, but 
also the only part of God’s creation in the garden who 
were able to converse – that is, to be in a relationship – 
with God.  As a result of Adam’s and Eve’s sin they are 
removed from the garden, the relationship that had with 
God is broken, and their affinity with God’s creation is 
diminished (no longer do human beings easily coexist 
with the Earth’s lesser creatures or natural forces).  We 
descendants of Adam and Eve continue to suffer the 
 effects of this First Sin.  Furthermore, every one of us 
continues to add to the First Sin so that none of us can 
possibly say that we should be exempt from sin’s  
consequences.  Every one of us has many reasons to 
mourn during this Season of Lent. 
 
It is into this dreadful situation that Christ comes with the 
hope of reconciliation with God.  Through the sacrifice 
upon the cross, Jesus Christ removes the guilt of our 
sins, and restores our relationship with God.  Our grief is 
lifted and our joy is restored.  During this Season of Lent 
we will lament our sins and seek God’s pardon for having 
committed them.  We will also strive with God’s help to 
change our lives so that we do not repeat the sins we 
have previously committed.  Not to mention we will ask 
for God’s help to avoid committing new sins.  We do so 
in the knowledge that having received the pardon of God, 
we will be once again to right relationship with God, and 
will have the great gift of entering into the presence of 
God again just as Adam and Eve did before their fall.  
The Season of Lent is indeed one of sorrow, but not of 
endless sorrow, for it is but preparation for the joy of the 
Resurrection.  This joy that we will celebrate at Easter is 
to be an eternal joy, if we but hold fast to Jesus Christ 
who has restored us to our original holy state. 
 
                                                           ~Father Eickhoff 

LENTEN EVENTS 
 
The Season of Lent is filled with events that help us to 
experience more fully the Christian life.  I encourage 
you attend and participate in these liturgies so as to 
more deeply involve yourself in the life of the parish  
and in your relationship with God. 
 
Tuesdays of Lent -  
 

9AM Stations of the Cross at St. Liborius 
 

Fridays of Lent -  
 

St. Liborius: 
 
5.30PM Soup and Bread Dinner (or Fish Fry) at 
St. Liborius 
7.00PM Stations of the Cross at St. Liborius 
 
St. Mary: 

 
6.00PM Stations of the Cross at St. Mary 
6.30PM Soup and Bread Dinner at St. Mary 
 

Wednesday, March 11
th
 –  

 
      Parish Reconciliation at 7.30PM at St. Liborius 
 

Tuesday, March 31
st
 –  

  
                  Relics of the Saints Presentation  
                        7.00PM at St. Liborius 
 

The Ladies Auxiliary of Nina Council 3602 
 

Women’s Lenten Afternoon Retreat 
 

The Psychology & Spirituality of Secrets, Confes-
sion & Safe Space in the Context of Spiritual Direc-

tion 
 

Speaker: 
Dr. Mary Ann Dier-Zimmermann, LCPC 

 

 

 
Sunday, March 8, 2020 

2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
St. Mary's Church- Ryan Hall 

 
Free will offering is appreciated 

 
For more information or to RSVP contact: 

 
TEMPTATION 

 
 Every conquered temptation represents a new fund 
of moral energy. Every trial endured and weathered in 
the right spirit makes a soul nobler and stronger than it 
was before.                                    —William Butler Yeats 



 
   From Deacon David~ 
 
     Our first days into Lent, I have a couple of questions for all:   
     Have you changed your behavior? Are you journeying with our Lord?  
     Have you asked Jesus to “please help me”? 
     Have you said, “Dear Jesus, I’m sorry”?   
 

“Have patience with all things, but first of all with yourself.” ~ St. Francis de Sales 
 
In the words of Pope Francis, do you want to fast this Lent? 
 

Fast from hurting words and say kind words 
Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude 
Fast from anger and be filled with patience 
Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope 
Fast from worries and have trust in God 
Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity 
Fast from pressures and be prayerful 
Fast from bitterness and fill your hearts with joy 
Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others 
Fast from grudges and be reconciled 
Fast from words and be silent so you can hear 
 

“God never tires of forgiving us; we are the ones who tire of seeking his mercy.” ~Pope Francis 
 
Lent is a 40-day journey. A journey that should draw us closer to God and prepare our hearts to fully accept 
the gift of grace on Easter morning! Spend some quiet time with God, ask Him to guide your journey. No 
two journeys are the same. Maybe it’s just fifteen minutes of The Word a day, or as simple as giving up one 
thing (coffee, candy, etc.), to remind you of Christs’ 40 day fast. Ask God to guide you every step of the 
way, so that when you wake on Easter Morning you are ready to experience His love! 

 

 REMINDERS FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH 
  

Saturday March 14
th

 we have the Confirmation Candidate Retreat. All candidates must attend! This retreat is for 
the candidates only. It will start at 11:00 am and end after 4:30 Mass. Lunch will be provided.  Parents, sponsors, and 
candidates families are invited to join us for Mass.  
Retreat ends after Mass. 
 
Saturday March 28

th
 is the First Holy Communion Retreat. This retreat is for Communicants and their parents. (at 

least one parent must attend with child). It is 9 am to Noon. 
 

                                                                        ************** 

    Youth Group Scavenger Hunt at St. Liborius on Sunday, May 3
rd

 following the 10.30am Mass.   

The Scavenger Hunt will be for youth in grades 6-12 and will feature teams of middle and high school 
age youth seeking clues hidden all around the St. Liborius campus.  There will also be a preview  
activity for younger children interested in Vacation Bible School at the same time in the St. Liborius 
Parish Hall          

                                                                       ************** 
 

  EMMAUS REFLECTION WORKSHOP 
                                                                                     May 23rd 

More information to follow.  



Attention: Young Adults (ages 20-40) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Are you interested in networking with other young pro-
fessionals? Looking for experience on a non-profit 
board? Want to be a member of a fun and rewarding 
group? Is service work on your to-do-list? If so, the 
Board of Young Professionals (BOYP) of Catholic  
Charities, Diocese of Joliet would love to meet you.  
 
The BOYP is an organization of adults (ages 20-40) who 
are committed to promoting the compassionate works of 
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Joliet and becoming lead-
ers through volunteer service. Join the BOYP today to 
make a difference in your community. Please contact Ed 
Kozak, Board of Young Professionals Coordinator, at 
815-724-1165 or ekozak@cc-doj.org for more info and 
to be sure that you’re included in our upcoming introduc-
tory meeting!  

             MOTHER TERESA 
           CATHOLIC ACADEMY 

24201 S. Kings Rd., Crete 
Phone: 672-3093 

MTCA CRAFT SHOW & VENDOR FAIR 
Saturday, March 28  9-3 PM 

 
**Tomorrow, March 2, is the deadline to reserve a 
space….please call the school to check availability. 
                               708-672-3093 


