
 
                 Rev. Stephen Eickhoff, Pastor 
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 Office:    708 748-6686                  
 Fax:       708 748-6907  

 
cbartels@stmaryparkforest.org 

 
Church Office Hours: Tuesday through Friday 

 8:30 AM—12:00 PM             
 

   

CHURCH OF ST. MARY 

Inspiring Faith, Family and Friends Since 1959 

          227 Monee Road  Park Forest, IL                www.stmaryparkforest.org 

 
We are affiliated with 

 
Mother Teresa Catholic Academy 

24201 S. Kings Road Crete, IL 
(708) 672-3093    

www.mtcacademy.org 
 

Mrs. Annie Murray, Principal 
amurray@mtcacademy.org 

 

Mass Schedule 
 

  Saturday:      4:30  PM (St. Liborius) 
  Sunday:         8:30 AM        
                       10:30 AM  (St. Liborius)       
  Monday:        7:00 PM                        
  Tuesday:       8:00 AM 
  Wednesday:   7:00 PM (St. Liborius) 
  Thursday:       8:30 AM (MTCA) 
  Friday:            8:00 AM (St. Liborius)                                    
   
Rosary :  Mondays, 6:30 PM (St. Mary) 
 
  Eucharistic Adoration: First Monday of 
  each month from 8:00 AM-6:30 PM. 
         (excluding July & August) 
 
                                   

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

   
 Monday    6:00-7:00 PM 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 
  Parents wishing to have their first child baptized 
at St. Mary are required to attend a Baptismal 
Preparation Class which is held on the first Mon-
day of the month after 7:00 p.m. Mass.  Baptisms 
are normally celebrated after the regular Mass 
time on Sundays, but can be arranged at other 
times or during Mass upon request. 
 Please call the church office at (708) 748-6686 
to schedule. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage  
  Wedding ceremonies must be arranged at least 
6 months in advance.  Contact the church office 
at (708) 748-6686. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Due to the Privacy Act, hospitals can no 
longer inform us when a parishioner is admit-
ted to the hospital. A close relative needs to 
notify the church office at  (708) 748-6686 to 
request an anointing for parishioners who are 
hospitalized or seriously ill at home. 

 
 

Second Sunday of Lent 
February 25, 2018 



 LITURGICAL MINISTERS 
 

March 4  
 

                            8:30 AM    
                                                                                
                     EM  Jackie Smith                               
                           Brenda Torres                         
                           Carol Bartels                    
                    LEC  Emily Torres                                              
                   SER   Julia Canty             
                           Victoria Lewis                   

  
 
 
 

 
 
    

     Estimated Parish Budget Expense (2017-2018)    
$235,260.00 

 
 

Weekly Parish Budget:     $4,524.00  
(Budget Expense divided by 52 weeks. This is the minimum 
amount needed weekly to help the parish meet its weekly  
goal).     
 
                                  February 18, 2018 
 
                                         $2941.00 
 
 
          Sunday Offertory:                        $2516.00   
           Online Giving:                               $355.00 
           Building/Improvement Fund:         $70.00 
 
           Ash Wednesday:                           $548.00   
           **not included in parish budget  
 
 
 
 
    Thank you for your generous support of St. Mary! 
 
 

 
                  MASS INTENTIONS 
 
                 February 26-March 4 
 

Monday:      7:00p  For the Unborn                                                                                   
Tuesday:     8:00a  The Souls in Purgatory                                                   
Wednesday:7:00p  At St. Liborius                    
Thursday:    8:30a  At St. Liborius 
Friday:         8:00a  At St. Liborius  
Saturday     4:30p   At St. Liborius                           
Sunday       8:30a   Witkus Family (Family)       
                               Annabelle Kyle (Pat Schanaberger)    
                  10:30a  At St. Liborius                                            

K of C COUNCIL 3602 LADIES AUXILIARY 
 

WOMEN’S LENTEN DAY OF RETREAT 
 

Sunday, March 11, 2018 
 2-4 pm 

St. Mary’s Ryan Hall 
 

                 Speaker: Sr. Denise Glazik, O.P.                                
 
Free will offering is appreciated. For reservations 
call: 
              Kathy Dornhecker 708 534-1080 or  
              Jackie Smith          708 481-7949 

LENTEN RECONCILIATION  
 

On Wednesday, February 28, there will a Lenten 
Reconciliation Service at St. Liborius immediately 
following the 7:00 pm Mass. There will be multiple 
priests available to hear confessions. 

   
     THE OBEDIENCE OF ABRAHAM AND JESUS 
 
     God tested Abraham by asking not for an ordinary  
sacrifice, which would have been a partial burning with 
the meat divided between God and the people and  
eaten by those who sacrificed, but for a holocaust, a 
total burning of the sacrificial animal. This type of  
sacrifice consecrated the entire offering to God alone. 
This is what God was asking of Abraham in offering his 
only son, Isaac. When Abraham demonstrated his  
obedience, that was enough. This story from today’s 
scriptures foretells the completion of the blood sacrifices 
of the old covenant in the new covenant: the blood of 
God’s own Son, offered to us on the cross and in the 
Eucharist. Abraham’s obedience foreshadows the  
obedience of Jesus to God’s promise of salvation. The 
obedience of Abraham is rewarded in the birth to him, 
through Isaac, of many nations. The obedience of Jesus 
is rewarded in the salvation of all people for all time. 
                                                         Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

THE ANCIENT ART OF PALM WEAVING 
 

Have you ever wondered what you should do with 
those palms you receive on Palm Sunday?  Do you just 
take them home and forget about them?  Perhaps you 
just loop them through a cross in your home and forget 
about them.  Don’t you wish you could do something 
spectacular with them? 
 
Well now you can.  For I have acquired the services of 
an expert in the art of palm weaving and she is willing 
to teach you how to weave your palms into fantastic 
shapes and designs so that you will not be able to set 
your palms aside and forget them.  Please join her on 

Sunday, March 18
th
 after the 8.30am Mass at St. Mary  

or after the 10.30am  Mass at. St. Liborius.   

 EUCHARISTIC ADORATION   
          MONDAY, MARCH 5    8:00 AM -6:30 PM 
 
Eucharistic Adoration is the perfect opportunity to 
spend some quiet time to “fast from words and be  
silent, so you can listen.”  (pietrafitness.com) 
Sign-up sheet is on the piano in the back of church. 



   
         
         From the pen of the pastor…. 
 
 
The ancient Israelites often thought of a man’s relation-
ship with God in terms of an ongoing court case.  
Essentially, they believed that we would stand trial  
before God for our actions and deeds.  In the Book of 
Job for example we have Job wishing that he could  
confront God in open court and demand to know what he 
had done wrong so as to deserve all the misfortunes that 
had occurred to him.  We can also see this in one of the 
names that is given to the devil in the Holy Scriptures:  
the Accuser.   In other words, it would be the role of the 
devil to stand before God and relate all of our misdeeds 
and sins and demand that God – the perfect and just 
judge – deliver a true and just verdict.  Considering all 
the times we do wrong and sin a just verdict would  
Inevitably result in our condemnation and our being 
placed into the hands of the devil.  You could say that 
the devil is daring God to break his own nature by  
refusing to judge rightly in order to save us human  
beings. 
 
St. Paul in today’s second reading insists that God has 
indeed found a way to save us human beings while  
remaining true to His nature as the just judge.  God the 
Father has sent His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, into the 
world, joining His divinity to our humanity, and in doing 
so made himself subject to the same court in which the 
devil is the accuser.  It is Jesus who suffers the fate of 
sinners, death, even though He, since He is sinless, 
does not merit such a death.  The devil in this case has 
accused Jesus falsely and in doing so has lost the right 
to make accusations about those persons who now  
belong to Jesus Christ through baptism.  St. Paul  
remarks that now when we face God, the just judge, our 
Lord Jesus pleads on our behalf, reminding His Father 
that He suffered the penalty for our sins on our behalf so 
that we might be set free and enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven.  Once we are set free by God St. Paul writes, 
who can possibly overrule God? 
 
This is the reason we give thanks to God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit (let’s not forget 
Him) during this season of Lent.  During the season of 
Lent we are powerfully reminded of our sins.  We might, 
in our despair over the depth and seriousness of our 
sins, think that we are doomed to hell and that nothing 
can change that fate.  The words of St. Paul today from 
the Letter to the Romans should comfort us by giving us 
hope that God indeed has already acted through His Son 
Jesus Christ to rescue us from the consequences of our 
sins. 

 
ST. JOSEPH’S TABLE POTLUCK DINNER 

Saturday, March 17  
 6:00 PM in Ryan Hall 

 
All are invited to attend St. Mary Women’s annual St. 
Joseph’s Table Potluck Dinner on Saturday, March 17, 
at 6 PM in Ryan Hall. Everyone is asked to bring a dish 
to share. Beverages & utensils are provided.  

  
 
PLANNED PARENTHOOD ABORTION CLINIC IN FLOSSMOOR 
 
There is a new, large Planned Parenthood abortion clinic in Floss-
moor at 19831 S. Governors Highway, just north of the intersection 
with Vollmer Road – one of PP’s mega-clinics – following a model 
first seen in Aurora, Illinois ten years ago. 
A 40 Days for Life vigil began on Ash Wednesday on the public right 
of way in front of this new Planned Parenthood and will continue 
through Palm Sunday, March 25th.  The prayerful presence of 40 
Days for Life campaigns in front of abortion clinics twice a year over 
time has led to many abortion clinics closing because of the decline 
in abortions during the vigils and the doubts which have been planted 
in the minds of Planned Parenthood workers, including clinic manag-
ers. 
The vigil will be maintained 12 hours each day, from 8 a.m. until 8 
p.m.  It will consist of a quiet, peaceful prayer presence on the public 
right of way in front of the clinic . Individuals or churches can sign up 
for one hour, the same hour every week, several hours, one or more 
days, whatever portion of the vigil for which each volunteer wants to 
sign up.  To sign up for vigil hours online go to 
www.40daysforlife.com/local-campaigns/Flosssmoor .  To sign up a 
group for a specific day or days contact John Ryan at 708-945-8247 
or by e-mail at domer_10305@yahoo.com .  You can also contact 
Pastor Ceasar LeFlore at 708-378-4712 or by e-mail at 
leflore@voiceofthebeloved.org for more information.     For further 
information on 40 Days for Life in general, go to 40daysforlife.com. 

 
 MTCA will be selling $10.00   

HoopsMania tickets after 
Mass on Sunday, March 4th.    

 
 

We are so thankful for your support!  
             Questions? Contact soviyach@gmail.com 

ILLINOIS TUITION TAX CREDIT PROGRAM 
 

As you may recall last month the attempt to sign up for the 
Tuition Tax Credit Program failed for everyone as the  
computer system couldn’t handle the load.  Now the comput-
er systems have been upgraded and we have a new date for 
the signup:  Tuesday, February 27

th
 starting at 7pm.   

Mother Teresa Catholic Academy will host a sign up event  
on Tuesday the 27

th
 at 7pm in the school computer lab.  

Staff members will be on hand to help families register 
online for the program.  Pizza and beer – err soda – will be 
served as well. 
 
The Illinois Tuition Tax Credit Program is a great way to help 
make a Catholic school education more affordable for fami-
lies.  You definitely owe it to yourself and your children and 
grandchildren to consider an education at Mother Teresa 
Catholic Academy.  If the cost has made you leery of  
enrolling your children in the past please contact MTCA this 
week at 708-672-3093 for more information about the school 
and the Tax Credit Program. 


