
 
                 Rev. Stephen Eickhoff, Pastor 

Mr. John Drechny, Deacon 
 
    

 Office:    708 748-6686                  
 Fax:       708 748-6907  

 
cbartels@stmaryparkforest.org 

 
Church Office Hours: Tuesday through Friday 

 8:30 AM—12:00 PM             

CHURCH OF ST. MARY 

Inspiring Faith, Family and Friends Since 1959 

          227 Monee Road  Park Forest, IL                www.stmaryparkforest.org 

 
We are affiliated with 

 
Mother Teresa Catholic Academy 

24201 S. Kings Road Crete, IL 
(708) 672-3093    

www.mtcacademy.org 
 

Mrs. Annie Murray, Principal 
amurray@mtcacademy.org 

 

Mass Schedule 
 

  Saturday:      4:30  PM (St. Liborius) 
  Sunday:         8:30 AM        
                       10:30 AM  (St. Liborius)       
  Monday:        7:00 PM                        
  Tuesday:       8:00 AM 
  Wednesday:   7:00 PM (St. Liborius) 
  Thursday:       8:30 AM (MTCA) 
  Friday:            8:00 AM (St. Liborius)                                    
   
Rosary :  Mondays, 6:30 PM (St. Mary) 
 
  Eucharistic Adoration: First Monday of 
  each month from 8:00 AM-6:30 PM. 
         (excluding July & August) 
 
                                   

 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
   

 Monday    6:00-7:00 PM 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
  Parents wishing to have their first child baptized 
at St. Mary are required to attend a Baptismal 
Preparation Class which is held on the first  
Monday of the month after 7:00 p.m. Mass.   
Baptisms are normally celebrated after the  
regular Mass time on Sundays, but can be  
arranged at other times or during Mass upon 
request. 
 Please call the church office at (708) 748-6686 
to schedule. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage  
  Wedding ceremonies must be arranged at least 
6 months in advance.  Contact the church office 
at (708) 748-6686. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Due to the Privacy Act, hospitals can no 
longer inform us when a parishioner is admit-
ted to the hospital. A close relative needs to 
notify the church office at  (708) 748-6686 to 
request an anointing for parishioners who are 
hospitalized or seriously ill at home. 

 
 



 
 LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

 
 

March 1 
 

                             8:30 AM                                                                                   
   
                    EM  Jane Schmitt                               
                          Liz Green                         
                          Debbie Marconi                    
                   LEC  Youth Lector                                              
                   SER  Anna Nguyen   
                          Thanh  Nguyen        
                          Khoi Vo                   
  

  
 
 
 

 
   
                   
 
 

Estimated Parish Budget Expense (2017-2018)    
$235,260.00 

 
 

Weekly Parish Budget:     $4,524.00  
(Budget Expense divided by 52 weeks. This is the minimum 
amount needed weekly to help the parish meet its weekly  
goal).     
 
                                      February 2, 2020 
 
 
                                             $1920.50 
 
 
                         
             Sunday Offertory:                        $1288.00 
             Online Giving:                                $507.50 
             Building/Improvement Fund:        $125.00                                         
              
             Parish Scholarship:                         $25.00 
             Ash Wednesday (Church in  
             Central & Eastern Europe):              $5.00 
            *not included in parish budget  
              
 
 
 
 
      Thank you for your generous support of St. Mary!                                            

 
 

 
                   MASS INTENTIONS                                    
 
               February 24-March 1 
 
 

Monday:      7:00p    For the Victims of Abortion                                                                                                           
Tuesday:     8:00a    Deceased Members of St. Mary 
Wednesday: 6:30a    At St. Liborius 
                     8:30a    At MTCA 
                   12:00p   The People of St. Mary 
                     7:00p    At St. Liborius                    
Thursday:     8:30a    At  St. Liborius 
Friday:          8:00a    At St. Liborius  
Saturday      4:30p    At St. Liborius                           
Sunday        8:30a   Mary & Frank Cristelli                                  
                   10:30a    At St. Liborius                                            
                                                                                   

 
FOOLISHNESS 

 
 Sometimes the idea of repentance seems  
old-fashioned, naïve, even foolish. But if you’re 
looking for real foolishness, you’ll find it in today’s 
readings. 
 We begin with Leviticus and the admonition, 
“Take no revenge and cherish no grudge” (Leviticus 
19:18). We’ve heard that message before, of 
course, so we might forget how far it is from the  
so-called “practical realities of life.” Saint Paul 
warns us about being practical, though. Whoever 
considers oneself wise had better “become a fool,” 
because “the wisdom of this world is foolishness in 
the eyes of God” (1 Corinthians 3:18, 19). 
 This “foolishness” continues in the Gospel: 
“Offer no resistance to one who is evil” (Matthew 
5:39). In fact, offer the other cheek when you’ve 
been slapped. Hand over your coat as well as your 
shirt. Be like God, who sends sunshine and rain on 
the bad as well as the good. “So be perfect,” says 
Jesus, “just as your heavenly Father is  
perfect” (5:48). 
                                                                                 Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 AT ST. LIBORIUS & ST. MARY 

 
The Season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday 
on February 26

th
.  Please mark your calendars for 

these upcoming events: 
 

Ash Wednesday Masses:  
 

 6:30am @ St. Liborius 
            8:30am @ MTCA 
          12:00pm @ St. Mary 
            7:00pm @ St. Liborius 
 

Parish Reconciliation Service: 
 

    Wednesday, March 11
th
 – 7.30pm @ St. Liborius 

 
Relics of the Saints Presentation: 

 
        Tuesday, March 31

st
 – 7pm @ St. Liborius 



 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
 

Prayer, fasting, and almsgiving: these disciplines, pre-
scribed by Jesus himself in the Sermon on the Mount, 
along with strict instructions not to flaunt them in public to 
win recognition and praise (Matthew 6:1-18), have been 
embraced by all the saints at the beginning of every Lent 
for almost two thousand years. But mention Lent, and 
many react with a grimace or slight shudder—even now, 
years after official obligations have been reduced to a  
minimum! No wonder the Eastern Rite’s “Lenten  
Announcement” sounds surprising: “Let us receive with 
joy, O faithful people, the divinely inspired  
announcement of Lent! The Lenten Spring shines forth! 
Begin the fast with joy! Let us fast from  
passions as well as food, taking pleasure in the good 
works of the Spirit, and accomplishing them in love!” Saint 
John Chrysostom, whose feast is  
September 13, elaborates: “Do you fast? Give proof by 
your works. If you see a poor person, take pity. An ene-
my, be reconciled. A friend gaining honor, don’t be jeal-
ous.” A positive approach!  
May the saints help us keep such a Lent! 
                                    —Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

 
   
   From the pen of the pastor….. 
 
 
 
 
The exact date of Easter varies each year as the date of 
Easter is not set on any one particular day of the year.  
Thus, the starting date (Ash Wednesday) for the Season 
of Lent varies year by year.  This means that the read-
ings on the Sunday before Ash Wednesday also vary 
from year to year.  This year the Sunday before Ash 
Wednesday is the Seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time, 
and the readings for this Sunday provide an interesting 
contrast with Ash Wednesday. 
 
The First Reading is taken from the Book of Leviticus 
and the passage we hear during the Mass proclaims that 
the People of God are to be “holy, for I, the Lord, your 
God, am holy.”  Now on first glance this passage sounds  
wonderful.  We all like to think of ourselves as good and 
holy people.  Having the scriptures confirm this notion for 
us strengthens our pride in being part of the people of 
God, God’s very own people, who are holy.  However, 
we see that in the First Reading and especially the  
Gospel that being holy is not just something is conferred 
upon us by God.  Holiness is indeed given to us by God, 
we don’t merit it or gain holiness by ourselves.  Holiness 
must also be modeled upon the One who gives this gift 
to us.  We are called to live lives that are holy.  We must 
respond to the gift of holiness by actively following the 
teaching of Jesus Christ.   
 
On Ash Wednesday we Christians will admit before God 
and each other that we have failed to live up to the call 
to holiness that God has given to us.  This is the ultimate 
meaning of the ashes that we will place upon our heads.  
For us this is a moment of grief.  God, who has given us 
so much, has been let down by us who have taken his 
gifts and not used them wisely or well.  Instead, we have 
harmed ourselves, our family, our neighbors, our co-
workers etc. by our sinful and evil actions.  We will take 
this moment of time to repent of the sins we have  
committed, ask for the pardon of God, and recommit 
ourselves to following the way of holiness that God has 
called us to.  
  
During the Season of Lent the Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion will be available at the normal times of: 
 

Monday 6.00-6.45pm @ St. Mary 
Wednesday 6.00-6.45pm @ St. Liborius 

Saturday 3.30-4.15pm @ St. Liborius 
 
On Wednesday, March 11

th
 at 7.30pm @ St. Liborius 

there will be a Parish Reconciliation Service with several 
priests in attendance to hear your confession.  By now 
you know that I dislike lengthy reconciliation services 
before the priests start hearing confessions.  So just 
come in at 7.30pm and the priests will be hearing 
confessions right from the start.  

 
ASH WEDNESDAY - FEBRUARY 26th 

LENTEN REGULATIONS 
 
1. Everyone 14 years of age or over is bound to ab-
stain from meat on Ash Wednesday and all the Fri-
days of Lent. 
2. Everyone 18 years of age and under 59 years of 
age is bound to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good 
Friday. 
3. On these two days of fast and abstinence, only 
one full meatless meal is allowed. Two other meatless 
meals, sufficient to maintain strength, may be taken  
according to each one’s needs, but together they 
should not equal another full meal. 
Eating between meals is not permitted on these two 
days, but liquids, including milk and fruit juices are 
allowed. When health or ability to work would be seri-
ously affected, the law does not oblige. 
4. To disregard completely the law of fast and 
abstinence is seriously sinful. 
5. Lent is the principal season of penance in the 
Christian year. All of the faithful are strongly urged to 
develop and follow a program of voluntary self-denial 
(in addition to following the Lenten regulations), seri-
ous prayer, and a performance of works of charity and  
mercy. 

 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

 
There will be Eucharistic Adoration on Monday, 
March 2, from 8:00 AM until 6:30 PM.  There is a sign 
up sheet on the piano in the back of the church.            



 
 

The Ladies Auxiliary of Nina Council 3602 
 

Women’s Lenten Afternoon Retreat 
 

The Psychology & Spirituality of Secrets, Confes-
sion & Safe Space in the Context of Spiritual Di-

rection 
 

Speaker: 
Dr. Mary Ann Dier-Zimmermann, LCPC 

 

 

 
Sunday, March 8, 2020 

2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
St. Mary's Church- Ryan Hall 

 
Free will offering is appreciated 

 
For more information or to RSVP contact: 

708 534-1080 or 481-7949 

FROM DEACON DAVID 
 
 
Lent starts with you. We are days away from Ash Wednes-
day. One of the few days when our Church is PACKED! 
Instead of being like your deacon and wondering “where 
are these people all year”, or “maybe we should we give 
ashes out every Sunday”. Why not try to evangelize. May-
be just maybe, if we try to love the fact so many identify as 
being Catholic; love the fact, that so many are willing to be 
marked as a Catholic. Love all, right where they are at in 
their faith journey. That these ACE’s (Ash Wednesday, 
Christmas & Easter), a new acronym that I just made up! 
These ACE’s may just need your personal invite to come 
back home to the Church. If each and every one of us 
gives a sincere, personal, one on one invite to someone 
who we have not seen in awhile or maybe do not even 
know. To come join us for Mass, for Stations of the Cross, 
or to join a group that we are in; or just give a good warm 
old fashioned loving  smile, maybe we can turn the tide of 
our declining Church attendance! Be joyful that someone 
is in your seat and wants to near our Lord and Savior! Be 
the smiling face of Christ for all. You may be the only ex-
ample of Christ in their lives. Wouldn’t it great to pack our 
Church for every Mass? We can, and this Lent let it start 
with you! 
 
“Your faith will grow only in the measure that you give it 
away.” 
Father Robert Barron 
 
 

A couple of reminders for the month of March: 
  

Saturday March 14
th

 we have the Confirmation Candidate 
Retreat. All candidates must attend! This retreat is for 
the candidates only. It wil start at 11:00 am and end after 
4:30 Mass. Lunch will be provided.  Parents, sponsors, 
and candidates families are invited to join us for Mass.  
Retreat ends after Mass. 
 
Saturday March 28

th
 is the First Holy Communion  

Retreat. This retreat is for Communicants and their  
parents. (at least one parent must attend with child). It is  
9 am to Noon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Youth Group Scavenger Hunt at St. Liborius on Sunday, 
May 3

rd
 following the 10.30am Mass.   

The Scavenger Hunt will be for youth in grades 6-12 and 
will feature teams of middle and high school age youth 
seeking clues hidden all around the St. Liborius cam-
pus.  There will also be a preview activity for younger chil-
dren interested in Vacation Bible School at the same time 
in the St. Liborius Parish Hall.  

RELIC PRESENTATION 
     Tuesday, March 31 - 7:00 PM @St. Liborius 
 
Save the date for a presentation on the Relics of the 
Saints on Tuesday, March 31, at 7 p.m. Fr. William 
DeSalvo will not only speak about why we Catholics 
revere the relics of the saints, but he will also bring 
and display many of the relics that he has in his 
possession including relics of St. Pope John Paul II 
and Mother Teresa. 

 
ST. MARY WOMEN 

ST. JOSEPH’S TABLE POTLUCK 
 

Sunday, March 15  4:00 PM 
 

St. Mary Women will hold it’s annual St. Joseph’s Table 
Potluck Dinner on Sunday, March 15th, at 4:00 PM. 
Just bring a dish to share …..beverages & utensils are 
provided. All are welcome ...please join us! 

 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

 
We will begin our Friday evening Stations of the 
Cross this Friday, February 28, at 6:00 PM and  
continuing on Fridays through the season of Lent 
(different schedule on Good Friday). Please join us in 
Ryan Hall immediately following the Stations for soup, 
bread & fellowship. 



 

 

 

 

 

2020 CATHOLIC MINISTRIES ANNUAL APPEAL 

Pledge your gift to the CMAA 

 

This is Commitment Weekend for the 2020 Catholic Min-

istries Annual Appeal (CMAA). Please prayerfully reflect 

on how you can best support our annual appeal and help 

our parish reach its goal of $15,200.00. 

This year’s CMAA theme is Be Kind and Merciful. In this 

spirit, the 30 ministries our CMAA supports help us do 

God’s work here on earth. Providing these ministries is 

not only beyond the means of any one parish, the minis-

tries benefit all of us, including our most vulnerable broth-

ers and sisters.  

 

Seventy percent of the amount we raise over our goal will 

be returned to our parish, for our needs. Please make a 

commitment to the CMAA today by completing a pledge 

envelope available in the pews. Our parish is counting on 

you for your support. Thank you for making the most gen-

erous pledge possible to this year’s CMAA. 

REPENTANCE 
 

 Of all human acts, repentance is the most divine. 
The greatest of all faults is to be conscious of none.                                        
—Thomas Carlyle 

 
LIVING GOD’S WORD 

 
We pray to God to continue to pour the Holy Spirit into 
our hearts so that we can love with God’s own love, 
when our own ability to love fails us. We pray that we 
can grow into that full maturity that we see in Jesus, 
who prayed for his enemies from the cross. 
 

Copyright © 2013, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

SAVE THE DATE!!! 
 

MTCA CRAFT SHOW & VENDOR FAIR 
 

Saturday, March 28  9-3 PM 

 
MTCA Craft Show/Vendor Fair Application 

 
Saturday, March 28th  9:00 AM-3:00PM 
Craft Fair, cake walk, bake sale & Raffle 

 
Thank you for your interest in participating! Proceeds 
from the sale will be used to fund our school’s educa-
tional needs. Please fill out and return if you would to 
participate in our show. 
 
Please feel free to tell other craft creators you may feel 
might be interested in participating. 
 
Company Name____________________________ 
Address__________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
Phone___________Email_____________________ 
 
Type of product(s) sold________________________ 
Exhibitor requests the following booth size and agrees 
to pay the following booth rental fee: 
 
      8’x6’ space $25 *x___= (*# of spaces needed) 
Tables are available at $5.00 each & chairs will be pro-
vided. You free to bring your own table/chairs. 
 
Payment: Cash or check payable to MTCA. Credit card 
payment by phone. Mail or email forms by Monday, 
March 2nd to: Amanda Douma at  
bakery2015@yahoo.com or mail to MTCA, 24201 S. 
Kings Road, Crete, IL  60417. 
 

    MOTHER TERESA 
  CATHOLIC ACADEMY 

24201 S. Kings Rd., Crete 
Phone: 672-3093 

            EMMAUS REFLECTION WORKSHOP 
                                  May 23rd 

More information to follow.  


