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Mass Schedule 
 

  Saturday:      4:30  PM (St. Liborius) 
  Sunday:         8:30 AM        
                       10:30 AM  (St. Liborius)       
  Monday:        7:00 PM                        
  Tuesday:       8:00 AM 
  Wednesday:   7:00 PM (St. Liborius) 
  Thursday:       8:30 AM (MTCA) 
  Friday:            8:00 AM (St. Liborius)                                    
   
Rosary :  Mondays, 6:30 PM (St. Mary) 
 
  Eucharistic Adoration: First Monday of 
  each month from 8:00 AM-6:30 PM. 
         (excluding July & August) 
 
                                   

 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
   

 Monday    6:00-7:00 PM 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
  Parents wishing to have their first child baptized 
at St. Mary are required to attend a Baptismal 
Preparation Class which is held on the first  
Monday of the month after 7:00 p.m. Mass.   
Baptisms are normally celebrated after the  
regular Mass time on Sundays, but can be  
arranged at other times or during Mass upon 
request. 
 Please call the church office at (708) 748-6686 
to schedule. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage  
  Wedding ceremonies must be arranged at least 
6 months in advance.  Contact the church office 
at (708) 748-6686. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Due to the Privacy Act, hospitals can no 
longer inform us when a parishioner is admit-
ted to the hospital. A close relative needs to 
notify the church office at  (708) 748-6686 to 
request an anointing for parishioners who are 
hospitalized or seriously ill at home. 

 
 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
February 16, 2020 



 
 LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

 
 

February 23 
 

                             8:30 AM                                                                                   
   
                    EM  Sandy Sweeney                               
                          Jane Schmitt                         
                          Amy Wegrzyn                    
                   LEC  Paul Rupright                                              
                   SER  Victoria Lewis   
                          Amy Wegrzyn        
                                                                                                

  
 
 
 

 
                   
 

Estimated Parish Budget Expense (2017-2018)    
$235,260.00 

 
 

Weekly Parish Budget:     $4,524.00  
(Budget Expense divided by 52 weeks. This is the minimum 
amount needed weekly to help the parish meet its weekly  
goal).     
 
                                    February 9, 2020 
 
 
                                             $2492.50 
 
                         
             Sunday Offertory:                        $1670.00 
             Online Giving:                                $622.50    
             Building/Improvement Fund:       $200.00   
              
             Parish Scholarship:                         $60.00 
             Ash Wednesday (Holy Land)          $20.00 
            *not included in parish budget  
              
 
 
      Thank you for your generous support of St. Mary!                                            

 

 
                   MASS INTENTIONS                                    
 
               February 17-February 23 
 
 

Monday:      7:00p    Fred Mele (Mary Anne Mele)                                                                                                            
Tuesday:     8:00a    Alan Bartels 
Wednesday: 7:00p    At St. Liborius                    
Thursday:     8:30a    At MTCA 
Friday:          8:00a    At St. Liborius  
Saturday      4:30p    At St. Liborius                           
Sunday        8:30a   Joseph & Marie Skummer 
                                 John William Taaffe (Meg Buckley) 
                                  Witkus & Stane Families                              
                   10:30a    At St. Liborius                                            
                                                                                   

 
 

CHOICE 
 

 “If you choose you can keep the 
commandments,” Sirach tells us. 
God “has set before you fire and 
water; to whichever you choose, 
stretch forth your hand” (Sirach 
15:15, 16). This is a great mystery: 
God does not control us so com-

pletely that we cannot choose our own path. We 
have certain boundaries, of course, but no one but 
we can choose our way within those boundaries. 
 In today’s reading from Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus  
reminds us of our freedom and our responsibility for 
our lives. He calls us to look beyond the words of the 
commandments, all the way to their meaning. Look 
beyond the adultery to the selfishness that poisons 
our love. Look beyond the murder to the anger that 
eats away at our compassion. Look beyond the  
perjured testimony to the lies and deception that 
drive our behavior.  
 Our vocation is to choose life for ourselves, and 
to choose a path through our part of the world that 
helps make life possible and more abundant for 
others as well.                                                                                       
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 AT ST. LIBORIUS & ST. MARY 
 

The Season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on 
February 26

th
.  Please mark your calendars for these 

upcoming events: 
 

Ash Wednesday Masses:  
 

6.30am @ St. Liborius 
            8:30am @ MTCA 
          12:00pm @ St. Mary 
            7:00pm @ St. Liborius 
 

Parish Reconciliation Service: 
 

    Wednesday, March 11
th
 – 7.30pm @ St. Liborius 

 
Relics of the Saints Presentation: 

 
        Tuesday, March 31

st
 – 7pm @ St. Liborius 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
 

There will be Eucharistic Adoration on Monday, 
March 2, from 8:00 AM until 6:30 PM.  There is 
a sign up sheet on the piano in the back of the 
church. 



 
 
    From the pen of the pastor……. 
 
 
 
We live in a world where many people 
believe that no one is responsible for anything that they 
do.  If you do good, if you succeed, then the credit be-
longs to others, whether co-workers, neighbors, govern-
ment programs, or society in general.  If you do evil, then 
someone else is at fault.  Again, this might be due to fami-
ly members, neighbors, government, or society in general.  
In both cases there is some truth evident in these  
positions.  We are familiar with the saying “No man is an 
island.”  We human beings exist as part of a family,  
society, nation, and Church; and we are influenced by 
many different people and factors. 
 
However, it is a great delusion to cast all of our faults,  
failings, and sins upon others and absolve ourselves of 
the responsibility for our actions.  The delusion lies in the 
false belief that God will not hold us personally accounta-
ble for the actions that we undertake.  The delusion also 
lies in the notion that if we act wrongly then it must ulti-
mately be God’s fault since He somehow allowed it to 
happen.  Today’s first reading is taken from the Book of 
Sirach, one of the Wisdom Books of the Old Testament.  
The lines of scripture immediately preceding today’s  
reading are of interest: 
 
       Do not say: “It was God’s doing that I fell away,” 

 for what he hates he does not do. 
       Do not say: “He himself has led me astray,” 

 for he has no need of the wicked. 
      Abominable wickedness the LORD hates  

  and he does not let it happen to those 
who fear him. 

      God in the beginning created human beings 
  and made them subject to their own free 

choice. 
   Sirach 15: 11-14 
 
As the sacred author clearly points out we human  
beings have free will.  We have the ability to choose good 
and evil, right and wrong, just and unjust.  Yes, we are 
influenced by many factors around us, and sometimes our 
ability to choose correctly is made very difficult; but  
ultimately our decisions and actions are ours alone to 
bear and to be responsible for.   
 
Every day of our lives we are faced with decisions as to 
what to do and how to act.  Some of these decisions are 
familiar to us and some of these decisions will be new to 
us.  The Season of Lent provides the opportunity to re-
view our past and current actions and to seek repentance 
and make changes as needed.  It also provides the op-
portunity to make new, good decisions.  During Lent there 

are many opportunities to practice our Catholic faith by 
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.  Choose for yourself to 
carry out these activities and do not let the notions of  
other people dissuade you from doing so. 

ST. MARY WOMEN 
ST. JOSEPH’S TABLE POTLUCK 

 
Sunday, March 15  4:00 PM 

 
St. Mary Women will hold it’s annual St. Joseph’s Table 
Potluck Dinner on Sunday, March 15th, at 4:00 PM. 
Just bring a dish to share …..beverages & utensils are 
provided. All are welcome ...please join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUR GIFT TO THE CMAA MAKES A DIFFERENCE 

 

The opening report for the 2020 Catholic Ministries 

Annual Appeal (CMAA) in today’s bulletin illustrates 

how the 30 ministries supported through our annual 

appeal truly exemplify this year’s theme, Be Kind and 

Merciful. These ministries allow the diocese to serve 

our most vulnerable brothers and sisters and assist 

parishes, including ours.  

 

Our parish’s goal for the 2020 CMAA is $15,200.00 

with 70 percent of the amount we raise over this goal 

returned to us for our needs. Please prayerfully reflect 

on your gift to this year’s CMAA and make a commit-

ment next week during our CMAA Commitment/InPew 

Weekend. 

 

Thank you for considering the most generous pledge 

possible to this year’s annual appeal. 

 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

 
We will begin our Friday evening Stations of 
the Cross on Friday, February 28, at 6:00 PM 

and continuing on Fridays through the season of Lent 
(different schedule on Good Friday). Immediately follow-
ing the Stations, all are invited to join us in Ryan Hall for 
a simple supper of soup and bread. 

FRANCISCAN SISTERS OF THE SACRED HEART 
Spiritual Lending Library Expands Hours for Lent 

The Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart will have an 
open house for their Spiritual Lending Library on Feb. 23 
after 9 a.m. Mass until 11 a.m. This Lent, the library will 
be open to the public each Sunday for a short time after 
9:00 a.m. Mass, on Thursday mornings, 9:00 a.m.-12 
noon, and at other times by calling ahead at 
815.469.4895. The library is located in the Motherhouse 
at St. Francis Woods, 9201 W. St Francis Road, Frank-
fort, IL. Turn off St. Francis Road at Francis Lane (by the 
green and white message board) to park by the main 
entrance. 



NEWS FROM MOTHER TERESA   —   PLEASE SAVE THE DATES !  

 
MTCA Craft Show/Vendor Fair Application 

 
Saturday, March 28th  9:00 AM-3:00PM 
Craft Fair, cake walk, bake sale & Raffle 

 
Thank you for your interest in participating! Proceeds 
from the sale will be used to fund our school’s educa-
tional needs. Please fill out and return if you would to 
participate in our show. 
 
Please feel free to tell other craft creators you may 
feel might be interested in participating. 
 
Company Name____________________________ 
Address__________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
Phone___________Email_____________________ 
 
Type of product(s) sold________________________ 
Exhibitor requests the following booth size and agrees 
to pay the following booth rental fee: 
 
      8’x6’ space $25 *x___= (*# of spaces needed) 
Tables are available at $5.00 each & chairs will be 
provided. You free to bring your own table/chairs. 
 
Payment: Cash or check payable to MTCA. Credit 
card payment by phone. Mail or email forms by Mon-
day, March 2nd to: Amanda Douma at  
bakery2015@yahoo.com or mail to MTCA, 24201 S. 
Kings Road, Crete, IL  60417. 
 
Set up begins at 8 AM– Breakdown begins at 3:00 

FAMILY MARDI GRAS 
 
K of C Nina Council 3602 Ladies Auxiliary will be  
holding a Family Mardi Gras Event on Sunday,  
February 23, 2020 at St. Irenaeus Gym, 78 Cherry St., 
Park Forest, IL  This event will take place from 1:00 - 
4:00 p m. A light buffet will start at 1:00 p.m. Entertain-
ment with Quentin Flagg will begin at 2:00 p.m. which 
includes music, singing and dancing. There will be a 
children's fun room from 2:00  - 3:00 p.m. There will 
also be a 50/50 raffle and contests for Best Costume 
and best dancers, and a Mardi Gras Trivia con-
test.  Tickets are $25 for adults, $10 for children and 
are by advance sale only.  
    Call Linda @708-747-0105, or Diane 708-363-
4082. 
 
    NO TICKETS WILL BE SOLD AT THE DOOR!  

This is a BYOB Event (Beer & Wine only)  

 MTCA  Craft Show/Vendor Fair 



 
THE CHAIR OF ST. PETER THE APOSTLE 

February 22 

 
 In brushing up for “Catholic Jeopardy,” it might help 
to know that there is only one feast on the  
calendar for a thing, rather than a person or mystery. It’s 
for a chair: Saint Peter’s chair in fact 
 After the Resurrection, there can be no doubt that 
the disciples reserved a special place for  
Simon Peter in the upper room. Later, Peter became the 
bishop of Antioch in today’s Syria, the place where we 
were first called Christians. From there, he went to 
Rome, the center of the Empire, where it is said that Pe-
ter sat in a chair in the house of Priscilla and Aquila to 
instruct his flock. Jesus, in entrusting the keys of the 
Kingdom to  
Peter and his successors, entrusted his compassion and 
mercy to them, and charged them with pointing to the 
Kingdom of God. Compassion and mercy are to reso-
nate through their teaching. 
 Since the ancient sign of a teacher is the chair 
(“disciple” literally means one who sits at the feet of a 
teacher), Peter’s chair has long been treasured. Today 
there is a symbolic shrine of Peter’s chair above the 
main altar of St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. This monu-
ment is the last work of Bernini,  
a huge bronze throne supported by four doctors of the 
Church: Augustine and Ambrose from the Western 
Church, and Chrysostom and Athanasius from the East. 
High above it is the alabaster  
window of the descent of the Holy Spirit.  
                               —Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

 
REFLECTING ON GOD’S WORD 

 
We live in a country where we prize our freedom, cling 
to our right to choose, and even define our homeland as 
“the land of the free.” Today’s scriptures remind us that 
along with rights come responsibilities. We are to re-
spond to our God who made us and calls us to be a 
people of the new covenant, ratified by the saving death 
of God’s Son on the cross.  
“If you choose you can keep the commandments, they 
will save you,” says Ben Sira (Sirach 15:15). For the 
Jewish people the law was a blessing and those who 
chose to keep the law would be blessed with life. That 
choice is still before us today.   
Jesus’ teachings reveal his wisdom in understanding the 
law of the Mosaic covenant. His grasp of what was at 
the heart of the law can be clearly found in the long form 
of today’s Gospel. While there is an option for a shorter 
version, spend some time with the longer reading 
(Matthew 5:17–37).  
We are to live as kin in what has been called the “king-
dom” of God. In a world that justifies preventative 
strikes, Jesus forbids not only killing but even getting 
angry and bearing a grudge. He teaches that reconcilia-
tion takes priority over worship, that the prohibition 
against adultery extends even to looking with lust at  
another, reducing a person to an object for self-
gratification. Finally, he asks us not to swear but to 
speak with simplicity and integrity.  
Some might dismiss all this as impossible to achieve. 
But, as a young virgin was once told: “[N]othing will be 
impossible for God” (Luke 1:37). 

—James A. Wallace, C.Ss.R. Copyright © 2013, World Library Publi-
cations. All rights reserved. 

 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY - FEBRUARY 26th 
LENTEN REGULATIONS 

 
1. Everyone 14 years of age or over is bound to abstain 
from meat on Ash Wednesday and all the Fridays of 
Lent. 
2. Everyone 18 years of age and under 59 years of age 
is bound to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. 
3. On these two days of fast and abstinence, only 
one full meatless meal is allowed. Two other meatless 
meals, sufficient to maintain strength, may be taken  
according to each one’s needs, but together they should 
not equal another full meal. 
Eating between meals is not permitted on these two 
days, but liquids, including milk and fruit juices are al-
lowed. When health or ability to work would be seriously 
affected, the law does not oblige. 
4. To disregard completely the law of fast and 
abstinence is seriously sinful. 
5. Lent is the principal season of penance in the 
Christian year. All of the faithful are strongly urged to 
develop and follow a program of voluntary self-denial (in 
addition to following the Lenten regulations), serious 
prayer, and a performance of works of charity and  
mercy. 
 


