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Mass Schedule 
 

  Saturday:      4:30  PM (St. Liborius) 
  Sunday:         8:30 AM        
                       10:30 AM  (St. Liborius)       
  Monday:        7:00 PM                        
  Tuesday:       8:00 AM 
  Wednesday:   7:00 PM (St. Liborius) 
  Thursday:       8:30 AM (MTCA) 
  Friday:            8:00 AM (St. Liborius)                                    
   
Rosary :  Mondays, 6:30 PM (St. Mary) 
 
  Eucharistic Adoration: First Monday of 
  each month from 8:00 AM-6:30 PM. 
         (excluding July & August) 
 
                                   

 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
   

 Monday    6:00-7:00 PM 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
  Parents wishing to have their first child baptized 
at St. Mary are required to attend a Baptismal 
Preparation Class which is held on the first  
Monday of the month after 7:00 p.m. Mass.   
Baptisms are normally celebrated after the  
regular Mass time on Sundays, but can be  
arranged at other times or during Mass upon 
request. 
 Please call the church office at (708) 748-6686 
to schedule. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage  
  Wedding ceremonies must be arranged at least 
6 months in advance.  Contact the church office 
at (708) 748-6686. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Due to the Privacy Act, hospitals can no 
longer inform us when a parishioner is admit-
ted to the hospital. A close relative needs to 
notify the church office at  (708) 748-6686 to 
request an anointing for parishioners who are 
hospitalized or seriously ill at home. 

 
 

The Presentation of the Lord 
February 2, 2020 



 
 LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

 
 

February 9 
 

                             8:30 AM                                                                                   
   
                    EM  Sandy Sweeney                               
                          Liz Green                         
                          Jackie Smith                    
                   LEC  Joe Smith                                              
                   SER  Samantha Gutierrez   
                          Khoi Vo        
                                                                                                

  
 
 
 

 
   
                   
 
 

Estimated Parish Budget Expense (2017-2018)    
$235,260.00 

 
 

Weekly Parish Budget:     $4,524.00  
(Budget Expense divided by 52 weeks. This is the minimum 
amount needed weekly to help the parish meet its weekly  
goal).     
 
                                      January 26, 2020 
 
 
                                             $2466.50 
 
 
                         
             Sunday Offertory:                        $1849.00 
             Online Giving:                                $617.50 
 
             Church in Latin America               $155.00                             
 
 
 
      Thank you for your generous support of St. Mary!                                            

 
 
 
 

 
                  MASS INTENTIONS                                    
 
               February 3-February 9 
 
 

Monday:      7:00p    Edward & Florence Wroblewski 
                                  (Louise Comer)                                                                                                           
Tuesday:     8:00a    Angelita Lim (Rosario Chi) 
Wednesday: 7:00p    At St. Liborius                    
Thursday:     8:30a    At MTCA 
Friday:          8:00a    At St. Liborius  
Saturday      4:30p    At St. Liborius                           
Sunday        8:30a   Joseph & Marie Skummer                              
                   10:30a    At St. Liborius                                            
                                                                                   

RELIC PRESENTATION 
 

Save the date for a presentation on the Relics of the 
Saints on Tuesday, March 31

st
 at 7pm.  Fr. William 

DeSalvo will not only speak about why we Catholics 

revere the relics of the saints, but he will also bring 
and display many of the relics that he has in his 
possession including relics of St. Pope John Paul II 
and Mother Teresa.   

 
A CHRISTMAS REPRISE 

 
The Church’s celebration three weeks ago of the 
Baptism of the Lord signaled the “official” end of the 
Christmas season. Today’s feast of the Presentation of 
the Lord seems to extend the Incarnation celebration a 
bit longer. In fact, some have called this feast a “second 
Epiphany.” 
The first reading recalls the anticipation of Advent, as 
Malachi writes, “Lo, I am sending my messenger to  
prepare the way before me.” The reading from Hebrews 
reminds us of the Incarnation, proclaiming that Jesus 
had a “share” in our own “blood and flesh.” The Gospel 
finds the infant Jesus on his first visit to Jerusalem and 
his human parents once again surprised and in awe over 
the events surround his birth. In the simplicity of the 
manger, in the grandeur of the temple, in the domesticity 
of Nazareth, Jesus comes. May we come to know him 
and so be filled with “wisdom” and the “favor of God.” 
                                                Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

Preparations for Ash Wednesday! 

Last year’s palms will be collected beginning Feb. 8-9 
so that they may be burned to provide the ashes for 
Ash Wednesday on Feb. 26

th
.  Please place the 

palms in the containers at the entrances to the 
church. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
 

There will Eucharistic Adoration tomorrow from 8:00 
AM until 6:30 PM. There are still several open time 
slots in the afternoon that need to be filled-please see 
the sign up sheet on the piano in the back of the 
church.  



 
 
     From the pen of the pastor…. 
 
 
 
What do you find yourself doing during the Mass? 
 
Are you daydreaming?  Are you worrying over what is 
expected to happen during the week?  Are you  
mumbling to yourself that the priest is taking too much 
time? 
 
I expect each and every one of you has done all of the 
above at one time or another.  In this I include myself 
since I have often found myself daydreaming during 
Mass, or worrying about the upcoming week, or  
wondering if the Mass would ever end.  Yet, this is not 
what we are supposed to be doing during the Mass as 
you are aware.  Instead, we should be focused on God.  
Whether that is praising God for creating not just us, 
but all of creation.  Or thanking God for the good things 
in our lives.  Or asking God for guidance for the  
decisions we need to make.  There are many things 
that should rightfully occupy our minds during the Mass. 
 
There is another concern that should occupy our mind 
during Mass and that is best represented during the 
Mass by the offering of gifts.  During the offertory we 
see the gifts of bread and wine (and yes the monetary 
contributions to the parish) bought forward by members 
of the parish to be placed on the altar.  The bread and 
the wine will become during the Eucharistic Rite – by 
the power of God working through the priest – the body 
and blood of Jesus.  Yet, it is not only the visible gifts 
that should be brought forward at this time.  There 
should also be the personal gifts of dedication and  
service to God and His people that everyone should be 
bringing before the altar of God.   
 
We express this out loud during the Prayer Over the 
Offerings this Sunday when the priest says aloud: 
 
“O Lord, we bring to your altar these offering of our  
service:  be pleased to receive them…” 
 
Everyone should be bringing before the Lord the good 
deeds they have done in His Name and thanking the 
Lord for the inspiration that led them to conceive of 

doing those works; and for the gift of God’s grace that 
helped us to carry out those good deeds.  The good 
deed may be something that everyone would recognize 
as noteworthy or it might have been something that no 
one but our Lord would have noticed.  Whether great or 
small or noticed or unnoticed all of these can be 
brought before the Lord during the Mass so that a 
great, united prayer of thanksgiving raises up to  
heaven. 

                                                      ~Father Eickhoff 

 

 
FROM A GRATEFUL PARISH FAMILY….. 
 
 
Dear Father Eickhoff and Parishioners of St. Mary, 
 
Our family would like to express our gratitude for the 
generous scholarship that was granted to assist with 
our son’s tuition while he attends Marian Catholic. 
We are so grateful for the blessings from the parish 
for the financial assistance we received. We cannot 
say thank you enough. It is a financial sacrifice for 
our family to send him there, but important to our 
family that he receive a Catholic education. We know 
by  
sending him there that he will receive the best educa-
tion. For the first semester he made high honors and 
we are so proud. Again, thank you from the bottom of 
our grateful hearts. 
 
                                  Thank you & God bless, 
                                                    XXXXXXXX 

FAMILY MARDI GRAS 
 
K of C Nina Council 3602 Ladies Auxiliary will be  
holding a Family Mardi Gras Event on Sunday,  
February 23, 2020 at St. Irenaeus Gym, 78 Cherry 
St., Park Forest, IL  This event will take place from 
1:00 - 4:00 p m. A light buffet will start at 1:00 p.m. 
Entertainment with Quentin Flagg will begin at 2:00 
p.m. which includes music, singing and dancing. 
There will be a children's fun room from 2:00  - 3:00 
p.m. There will also be a 50/50 raffle and contests 
for Best Costume and best dancers, and a Mardi 
Gras Trivia contest.  Tickets are $25 for adults, $10 
children and are by advance sale only. Call Linda 
@708-747-0105, or Diane 708-363-4082. 
 
    NO TICKETS WILL BE SOLD AT THE DOOR!  

This is a BYOB Event (Beer & Wine only)  

           KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FISH FRY! 
 
The St. Liborius Council of the Knights of Columbus 
will be hosting their next Fish Fry on Friday,  
February 7, 2020, from 5 to 7 p.m. in the Parish Hall. 
 
All-You-Can-Eat Perch Dinner includes: Fries, 
Cole Slaw, Veggies, Bread and Butter, and Coffee 
Donation: Adults: $10.00 / Children (under 10) $5.00 
Mac and Cheese $1.00 / Fish Sandwich $4.00 
Hot Dog $1.00 
 
Desserts will be available. Carry-outs welcome. 
Bring the family for this special treat! 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BE KIND AND MERCIFUL 

 

All parishioners will receive a mailing from the Diocese 

of Joliet this month about the 2020 Catholic Ministries 

Annual Appeal (CMAA). Our annual appeal is vitally 

important to not only the diocese, but also to our parish 

as well. The CMAA supports 30 ministries that benefit 

every parish and allow us all to Be Kind and Merciful to 

the most vulnerable in our community.  

 

Our parish’s goal for the 2020 CMAA is $15,200.00, 

and 70 percent of any amount we raise over our goal 

will be returned to us. This is a great opportunity for our 

parish! Please review the materials and then prayerful-

ly reflect on your gift to this year’s annual appeal. 

 

REFLECTING ON GOD’S WORD 
 

Have you ever noticed how church candles burn?  
Unlike our candles at home, they leave no wax  
behind. They slowly get shorter and shorter until they 
are completely consumed by the flame. That is  
because they are made of pure beeswax, which burns 
hot and bright with all of the wax becoming fuel for the 
fire. 
 
Today’s candle ritual, like the Service of Light at the 
Easter Vigil, reminds us of the Light of the World that 
dawned at Christmas. Simeon rightly recognized that 
Jesus himself would have to become like pure wax. 
His sacrificial death would fuel the flame that burns 
brightly as a light of revelation to the Gentiles and  
glory for Israel. 
                                             -Virginia Stillwell 
                                      Copyright 2012 World Library Publications. 

 
 
                            ********************* 

LIVING GOD’S WORD 
 

The pure hot light that emanates from Christ both  
reveals and purifies. Like the flames that refine ore into 
pure gold, Christ’s light burns away all that is impure or 
worthless in those who come close to the flame. The 
process may be painful or frightening. It may require 
sacrifice, but we are not alone. 
 
Copyright 2012, World Library Publications. 

 
       
        FIRST RECONCILIATION 
 
 
 

Five students from our Religious Ed program recently 
received the sacrament of Penance for the first time. 
 
   Demescio Flores     Emma Schissler    Ava Wolff 
               Alyssia Trevino    Rafael Vargas  
 
Please pray for them as they continue on their journey 
to receive their First Holy Communion in the spring. 



 
FROM DEACON DAVID……. 
 
Many times we only know a public side of a profession-
al athletic. This past week we lost undeniably one of 
the best basketball players on the planet, Kobe Bryant. 
Along with Gianna Bryant, John, Keri, and Alyssa  
Altobelli, Christina Mauser, Sarah and Payton Chester 
and pilot Ara Zobayan. I wish to extend our deepest 
condolences to the families and friends of all. 
  
We all know Kobe as a basketball player. But did you 
know that he was a cradle Catholic? We all know the 
troubles Kobe created for himself. Did you know that 
he said “The one thing that really helped me during 
that (trouble) process—I’m Catholic, I grew up Catho-
lic, my kids are Catholic—was talking to a priest," he 
told GQ.  
 
Did you know he attended mass hours before he died 
with his 13-year-old daughter, Gianna? 
 
In our Nicene Creed, which we say at Mass, we say 
that we look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Knowing that he ut-
tered such words just hours before his passing means 
a lot. If I could choose when I would pass (hopefully to 
join our Lord, our God in heaven), I would choose to 
finish mass and fall right over. 
 
For all his wealth, fame, ability, and troubles. Bryant 
was first and foremost a humble child of God. Which is 
the best thing any of us can hope to be.  
              May Almighty God bless all their souls.  
 
 
                                ****************** 
 
We  are about four weeks away from Lent. Every year 
on Ash Wednesday our Church overflows with our faith 
family, (regulars and the not-so-regulars). We come to 
be marked with ashes, reminded of our traditions, of a 
ritual that is centuries old. We are reminded to turn our 
backs on sin and towards God.  We go to have crosses 
signed upon us. And hear, “Remember you are dust, 
and to dust you shall return”. Why is our Church 
packed on Ash Wednesday? I think it is because peo-
ple (regular and the not-so regular) have a deep down 
hunger for God. So this year, why wait until Fat Tues-
day to think about how you will travel your Lenten jour-
ney. Your future does not start tommorrow, your future 
starts today! Some suggestions, let go of one bad hab-
it. How about you think of three things that you do very 
good, pick one and try to use it often in your daily life. 
Do not be afriad to ask God for help, make Him a large 
part of your day. 
 
Loyola Press has a wonderful 3 minute daily retreat at 
https://www.loyolapress.com/3-minute-retreats-daily-
online-prayer.   Pray, fast, almsgive, and pray more, 
starting today!  

“SOUPER BOWL OF CARING” 
 

As we have done the past few years on Super Bowl 
Sunday, we have a Souper Bowl of Caring, a collection 
to help provide food for the less fortunate. Students  
from our Religious Ed program will be collecting  
donations that will used to purchase the food for the 
meals we provide for PADS on the third Thursday of 
each month October through April.  We cook and serve 
a hot dinner, and the PADS clients are given a sack 
lunch and breakfast the next morning. We average 
feeding at least 40 people if not more each month so 
please know that all donation are greatly appreciated.   

ANNUAL PARISH CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 
 
Annual parish contribution statement are available by 
request from the church office. Please give us about a 
week’s notice and advise us if you want it mailed or if 
you prefer to pick it up. 
 

          TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 
 Forty days after Christmas, this week’s ancient 
feast of the Presentation of the Lord is an extension of 
the shining days of Christ’s coming into the depths of 
winter. This is the day when, for a thousand years, the 
Church has blessed a year’s supply of candles. In 
many places, a procession forms outside the church. 
The core memory is of Simeon and Anna’s meeting 
with the infant Jesus and his parents outside the tem-
ple on the fortieth day after the child’s birth, and the 
delight of going to the table of the Lord for the Eucha-
rist, a foretaste of our final meeting with Christ. 
 For some Christians, today is known as “The 
Meeting,” suggesting not only the encounter in the 
temple, but also our assembly at the Lord’s table and 
our longing for the kingdom. One story suggests that 
the commotion made by so many candle-bearing, 
hymn-singing faithful in the wintry fields of Germany 
on their joyful way to Mass stirred the badger from 
hibernation to examine this promise of springtime. The 
interrupted nap of the groundhog is amazingly linked 
to the light of Christ driving away the shadows of the 
world’s darkness. This beautiful feast only rarely falls 
on a Sunday. What better reason could there be for 
candles at dinner tonight? 
 
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

https://www.loyolapress.com/3-minute-retreats-daily-online-prayer
https://www.loyolapress.com/3-minute-retreats-daily-online-prayer

