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Mass Schedule 
 

  Saturday:      4:30  PM (St. Liborius) 
  Sunday:         8:30 AM        
                       10:30 AM  (St. Liborius)       
  Monday:        7:00 PM                        
  Tuesday:       8:00 AM 
  Wednesday:   7:00 PM (St. Liborius) 
  Thursday:       8:30 AM (MTCA) 
  Friday:            8:00 AM (St. Liborius)                                    
   
Rosary :  Mondays, 6:30 PM (St. Mary) 
 
  Eucharistic Adoration: First Monday of 
  each month from 8:00 AM-6:30 PM. 
         (excluding July & August) 
 
                                   

 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
   

 Monday    6:00-7:00 PM 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
  Parents wishing to have their first child baptized 
at St. Mary are required to attend a Baptismal 
Preparation Class which is held on the first  
Monday of the month after 7:00 p.m. Mass.   
Baptisms are normally celebrated after the  
regular Mass time on Sundays, but can be  
arranged at other times or during Mass upon 
request. 
 Please call the church office at (708) 748-6686 
to schedule. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage  
  Wedding ceremonies must be arranged at least 
6 months in advance.  Contact the church office 
at (708) 748-6686. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Due to the Privacy Act, hospitals can no 
longer inform us when a parishioner is admit-
ted to the hospital. A close relative needs to 
notify the church office at  (708) 748-6686 to 
request an anointing for parishioners who are 
hospitalized or seriously ill at home. 

 
 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
January 26, 2020 



 
  

LITURGICAL MINISTERS 
 
 

February 2 
 

                             8:30 AM                                                                                   
   
                    EM  Teachers from MTCA 
                   LEC  MTCA students                                              
                   SER  Victoria Lewis   
                          MTCA Volunteer 
                            
                                                                      

  
 
 
 

 
   
                   
 
 

Estimated Parish Budget Expense (2017-2018)    
$235,260.00 

 
 

Weekly Parish Budget:     $4,524.00  
(Budget Expense divided by 52 weeks. This is the minimum 
amount needed weekly to help the parish meet its weekly  
goal).     
 
                                      January 19, 2020 
 
 
                                             $1736.50 
 
 
                         
             Sunday Offertory:                        $1189.00 
             Online Giving:                                $422.50 
             Building/Improvement Fund:       $125.00 
              
                                                      
 
 
 
      Thank you for your generous support of St. Mary!                                            

 
 

 
                  MASS INTENTIONS                                    
 
               January 27-February 2 
 
 

Monday:      7:00p    Therese Liesenfelt  (George Albert)                                                                                                         
Tuesday:     8:00a    Deceased Members of St. Mary 
Wednesday: 7:00p    At St. Liborius                    
Thursday:     8:30a    At MTCA 
Friday:          8:00a    At St. Liborius  
Saturday      4:30p    At St. Liborius                           
Sunday        8:30a   MTCA Teachers, Staff & Students                               
                   10:30a    At St. Liborius                                            

SEEKING THE LIGHT 
 

 In today’s readings we find ourselves being 
drawn more deeply into relationship with Jesus. We 
are getting to know more about him as we see how 
he struggles with the news of his cousin John’s 
 arrest. His first response is to withdraw, to leave 
Nazareth and go to Capernaum. There he is perhaps 
both consoled and challenged by the words of Isaiah 
that Matthew quotes: “the people who sit in darkness 
have seen a great light, / on those dwelling in a land 
overshadowed by death / light has arisen” (Matthew 
4:16). Jesus contemplates his cousin’s death, 
perhaps his own death, and he seeks the light.  
Maybe it is these words of Isaiah that move Jesus 
out of his withdrawal and into action. He begins to 
preach, teach, cure disease and illness, and proclaim 
the gospel of the kingdom.            
                                                  Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

 
 
Our next Eucharistic Adoration will be held 
on Monday, February 3, from 8:00 AM until 
6:30 PM.  We ask for people to sign up for 

1/2 hour time slots during those hours. Please see the 
sign up sheet on the piano in the back of church if you 
are available. 

2020 CATHOLIC MINISTRIES ANNUAL APPEAL 

BE KIND and MERCIFUL 

This month, the Diocese of Joliet is mailing information 

about the 2020 Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal to all 

registered parishioners. Our annual appeal supports 30 

ministries that illustrate this year’s theme, Be Kind and 

Merciful, and benefits parishes, including ours. We ask 

that you take a moment to review these materials and 

prayerfully reflect on your contribution to this year’s 

CMAA. Please let the parish office know if you do not 

receive this mailing from the diocese. Thank you in  

advance for your generosity! 



 
 
 
From the pen of the pastor…… 
 
 
 
Take a look at the Opening Prayer for today’s Mass: 
 

Almighty ever-living God, 
Direct our actions according to your good pleasure, 

That in the name of your beloved Son 
We may abound in good works. 

 
In this prayer we first direct our attention to God, which 
is entirely proper as God is the only source of grace.  
Note that God is described as “ever-living,” that is a 
God who is not absent or just a figurehead, but truly 
real and present to us.  And not only real and present, 
but also engaged with humanity.  Our prayer to God is 
not just something we do because we are going 
through the motions of piety or tradition, but rather we 
do it because it is effective.  Next we ask God to direct 
our actions so as to accomplish not what we want, but 
rather what God knows is best.  Now it should be our 
goal as disciples of Jesus Christ to align our will with 
that of God.  We also know how difficult that can be 
which is why we ask for God’s help in doing so. 
 
The next part of the prayer covers why we should be 
seeking God’s help in our lives.  Oftentimes we seek 
God’s help in prayer so that we may gain the things that 
we want.  This is not necessarily bad.  Sometimes we 
seek things that are genuinely good.  Think of healing 
for friends and family neighbors or peace in our time 
and so forth.  However we should not be asking for 
things that bring fame or recognition to us personally, 
but rather redound to the glory of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God.  All of our actions should lead people to praise 
Jesus Christ, not ourselves.  Finally, we should be ask-
ing God to give to us an overflowing number of good 
deeds so that even the most hardhearted of people 
may see them and think to themselves: “Wow! Truly the 
Lord is doing marvelous things through that person.” 

HEART 
 
 In prayer it is better to have a heart without words 
than words without a heart. 

 
                                                              —John Bunyan 

 
THANK YOU FROM RESPOND NOW 

 
“To the parishioners of St. Mary’s, 
 
  We so appreciate all of your donations of food for our 
pantry. Full shelves make for more food for our cli-
ents...all made possible by your generosity. 
   On behalf of our clients, thank you for thinking if us 
during the holiday season and throughout the year. 
 
                                                 Sincerely, 
                                                            Sue Perkins 

FAMILY MARDI GRAS 
 
K of C Nina Council 3602 Ladies Auxiliary will be  
holding a Family Mardi Gras Event on Sunday,  
February 23, 2020 at St. Irenaeus Gym, 78 Cherry 
St., Park Forest, IL  This event will take place from 
1:00 - 4:00 p m. A light buffet will start at 1:00 p.m. 
Entertainment with Quentin Flagg will begin at 2:00 
p.m. which includes music, singing and dancing. 
There will be a children's fun room from 2:00  - 3:00 
p.m. There will also be a 50/50 raffle and contests for 
Best Costume and best dancers, and a Mardi Gras 
Trivia contest.  Tickets are $25 for adults, $10 
children and are by advance sale only. Call Linda 
@708-747-0105, or Diane 708-363-4082. 
 
    NO TICKETS WILL BE SOLD AT THE DOOR!  

This is a BYOB Event (Beer & Wine only)  

REFLECTING ON GOD’S WORD 

 
Imagine a large group of travelers, lost in the midst of a 
dense forest on a starless black night. They cannot see 
the path; they cannot even see each other. Little by little 
they wander in different directions, trying desperately to 
find their way forward through the immense trees, all 
the while spreading further and further apart. Suddenly 
a bright white lantern shines from the edge of the forest. 
Their fear flees with the darkness. As they head toward 
the light they rejoin one another and rejoice to discover 
the one way out of the forest. 
The imagery of light in the darkness threads its way 
through the Sundays of Ordinary Time between Christ-
mas and Lent. It reminds us that the Light of the World, 
whose dawning we celebrated during the Advent/
Christmas season, is the same light of Christ whose 
flame will purify and enlighten us during Lent and  
enkindle the fire of the Holy Spirit in us during the fifty 
days of Easter.  
This week our first reading likens the salvation of the 
“District of the Gentiles” to light dispelling darkness, 
anguish, and gloom. Matthew’s Gospel characterizes 
Jesus as a light arising in “Galilee of the Gentiles,” 
beckoning the fishermen to join together in following 
him along the way. Paul exhorts us to remain united on 
the one way that follows the light of our one and only 
Lord, Jesus Christ.                                  —Virginia Stillwell 
Copyright © 2013, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

LIVING GOD’S WORD 

 
How will you respond to the invitation this week to 
pray for the unity of Christians? Will you allow Paul’s 
words to enlighten you about another Christian de-
nomination? Will you attend an event at a neighbor’s 
church? 

Copyright © 2013, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

 



 
 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 
 
 
 

 
Catholic Schools Week is a national celebration of our 
schools during the last week of January.  Aptly, this spe-
cial week begins and ends with gathering together as a 
community of faith at our sponsoring parishes.  We must 
give thanks to God for our children, our school family, 
and the good people of St. Liborius and St. Mary parish-
es who built MTCA and who continue to support us 
financially and with prayer and service. 
 

 CSW Kick-Off Mass at St. Liborius Steger  
10:30am Sunday 1/26  

 
CSW Closing Mass at St. Mary Park Forest 

 8:30am Sunday 2/2 

                                   ************** 
 
 
Today we celebrate the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time. 
Our Gospel is from Matthew and is the recounting of the 
early days of Jesus public ministry after His baptism by 
John the Baptist. Jesus, upon learning that John the 
Baptist had been arrested, withdraws to Galilee to live in 
Capernaum. We learn that by doing this, Jesus is ful-
filling the words of Isaiah the Prophet found in the Old 
Testament which named the region that the promised 
one would come from to lead God’s people “... out of 
darkness and into the light." Jesus returns from this 
place preaching to all who will listen to “repent” and pre-
pare for the Kingdom of heaven. 
 
 We also hear in this Gospel about the first disciples  
Jesus recruits - Peter and Andrew, John and James. All 
leave their families and way of life to follow Jesus - to 
learn from him and help him as he travels teaching the 
Good News. They do not yet understand who He is - but 
they know in their hearts that this is what they are called 
to do at this moment in time - to say "yes" to Jesus'  
invitation to follow him and become "fishers of men". 
 

•         All of us are called to be disciples of Jesus. Jesus 
is counting on us to be his hands and feet in the world! 
What can you do this week to live your faith? 
•         The Saints offer us examples of what it means to 
say "Yes" to Jesus' invitation to follow him. Check out 

"The Chime Travelers" by Lisa Hendey for a peek inside 
the lives of St. Patrick and St. Francis! 

                                       ACTIVITIES@CATHOLICMOM.COM 

 

 
 

VBS  
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

ARMOR UP! With the   
“KNIGHTS OF THE NORTH CASTLE!” 

 

 

 There will be music, crafts, science, recreation, 
snacks, and mission!  As the children learn, “Be strong 
in the Lord and in the strength of His power.”  Ephe-
sians 6:10 
We will be holding Vacation Bible School this June 
Looking for adult volunteers that been through Virtus 
training. Scheduling and more information to follow.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COME HOLY GHOST 

 
Our confirmation candidates have chosen their spon-
sors…let us pray for both the Confirmandi and their 
Sponsors that together they are filled the Holy Spirit, 
and that they grow in their faith and love with our Lord 
Jesus Christ! 
 
“It was pride that changed angels into devils; it is  
humility that makes men as angels.” 

 
Saint Augustine 

FROM DEACON DAVID 

ANNUAL PARISH CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 
 

Again, we will provide you with a printed copy of your 
parish contributions by request only.   
Statements are available and may be requested by 
contacting the church office. We do ask that you 
please request it a week in advance. Copies can be 
mailed or picked up, whichever you prefer. 

mailto:ACTIVITIES@CATHOLICMOM.COM


 
Dine Out 

 
 Thursday, January 30, 2020 
From 11:00 am till 9:00 pm at 

 

1372 Main Street 
Crete 

708-672-4000  
Up to 20% of food and drink total  

Will be donated back to  
Mother Teresa Catholic Academy 

Includes Dine in - Carry out – Delivery  
Crete Location Only 

 

Physical copy of flyer needs to be provided to the 
cashier when paying  

(Flyers cannot be passed out at the restaurant) 
 

Give yourself a break from cooking! 
 

They have Great Pizza, Pastas, Sandwiches and 
more! 

Check out their website https://
www.aureliospizza.com/location/crete/ 

 

A STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 
 

In today’s Gospel Jesus begins his ministry of 
healing, proclaims the kingdom of God, and calls 
his first disciples, Simon and Andrew, and then the 
sons of Zebedee, James and John. Those first  
disciples might have preferred to keep their jobs, 
remain with their families and stay with the life they 
knew. Remarkably, though, all four of these  
people, just as they are, follow after this stranger 
who interrupts their daily routine. When they see 
Jesus and hear his words to them, they make a 
different choice. They take a risk, step out in faith, 
leave behind that which is comfortable and secure. 
They choose to follow Jesus.  
 
How far are we willing to go to leave the comfort 
and security of the life we know to follow Jesus? 
 
                         International Catholic Stewardship Council 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

St. Francis Woods Convent, Frankfort 

CNA (Certified Nursing Assistant  

A Certified Nurse Assistant is needed for the afternoon 
shift in the Assisted Living Unit at St. Francis Woods 
Convent, 9201 W St Francis Road, Frankfort, IL.  
For details, call Karen Hannon, RN, 815.464.3860. 


