
 
                 Rev. Stephen Eickhoff, Pastor 

Mr. John Drechny, Deacon 
 
    

 Office:    708 748-6686                  
 Fax:       708 748-6907  

 
cbartels@stmaryparkforest.org 

 
Church Office Hours: Tuesday through Friday 

 8:30 AM—12:00 PM             
 

CHURCH OF ST. MARY 

Inspiring Faith, Family and Friends Since 1959 

          227 Monee Road  Park Forest, IL                www.stmaryparkforest.org 

 
We are affiliated with 

 
Mother Teresa Catholic Academy 

24201 S. Kings Road Crete, IL 
(708) 672-3093    

www.mtcacademy.org 
 

Mrs. Annie Murray, Principal 
amurray@mtcacademy.org 

 

Mass Schedule 
 

  Saturday:      4:30  PM (St. Liborius) 
  Sunday:         8:30 AM        
                       10:30 AM  (St. Liborius)       
  Monday:        7:00 PM                        
  Tuesday:       8:00 AM 
  Wednesday:   7:00 PM (St. Liborius) 
  Thursday:       8:30 AM (MTCA) 
  Friday:            8:00 AM (St. Liborius)                                    
   
Rosary :  Mondays, 6:30 PM (St. Mary) 
 
  Eucharistic Adoration: First Monday of 
  each month from 8:00 AM-6:30 PM. 
         (excluding July & August) 
 
                                   

 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
   

 Monday    6:00-7:00 PM 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
  Parents wishing to have their first child baptized 
at St. Mary are required to attend a Baptismal 
Preparation Class which is held on the first  
Monday of the month after 7:00 p.m. Mass.   
Baptisms are normally celebrated after the  
regular Mass time on Sundays, but can be  
arranged at other times or during Mass upon 
request. 
 Please call the church office at (708) 748-6686 
to schedule. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage  
  Wedding ceremonies must be arranged at least 
6 months in advance.  Contact the church office 
at (708) 748-6686. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Due to the Privacy Act, hospitals can no 
longer inform us when a parishioner is admit-
ted to the hospital. A close relative needs to 
notify the church office at  (708) 748-6686 to 
request an anointing for parishioners who are 
hospitalized or seriously ill at home. 

 
 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
January 19, 2020 



 
 LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

 
 

January 
 

                             8:30 AM                                                                                   
   
                    EM  Jane Schmitt                               
                          Patricia Fowler                         
                          Debbie Marconi                    
                   LEC  Marianne Gezich                                              
                   SER  Anna Nguyen   
                          Thanh  Nguyen        
                          Khoi Vo                   
  

  
 
 
 

 
   
                   
 

Estimated Parish Budget Expense (2017-2018)    
$235,260.00 

 
 

Weekly Parish Budget:     $4,524.00  
(Budget Expense divided by 52 weeks. This is the minimum 
amount needed weekly to help the parish meet its weekly  
goal).     
 
                                      January 12, 2020 
 
 
                                             $2034.50 
 
 
                         
             Sunday Offertory:                        $1400.00 
             Online Giving:                                $562.50 
             Christmas:                                        $47.00 
             Building/Improvement Fund:          $25.00   
              
              Church in Latin America:                 $5.00 
 
 
 
      Thank you for your generous support of St. Mary!                                            

 
                  MASS INTENTIONS                                    
 
               January 20-January 26 
 
 

Monday:      7:00p    People of St. Mary                                                                                                           
Tuesday:     8:00a    Therese Liesenfelt (Lil Kottmeyer) 
Wednesday: 7:00p    At St. Liborius                    
Thursday:     8:30a    At MTCA 
Friday:          8:00a    At St. Liborius  
Saturday      4:30p    At St. Liborius                           
Sunday        8:30a   Joseph & Marie Skummer                              
                   10:30a    At St. Liborius                                            

                      CALLED TO BE HOLY 
 
 With this Sunday we begin Ordinary Time. 
The readings tell us about God’s relationship with 
Israel and John the Baptist’s relationship with 
Jesus. Israel’s relationship with God is so close, 
so intimate, that it is through Israel that God’s 
“salvation [will] reach to the ends of the 
earth” (Isaiah 49:6). But we know from John the 
Baptist that for Israel to accomplish God’s will, it 
must also recognize that Jesus is the Son of 
God. During these weeks we also get to know 
Jesus. We begin to understand more deeply our 
relationship to Jesus and what that relationship 
means for us, who are “called to be holy”  
(1 Corinthians 1:2).            Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
 
 
Our next Eucharistic Adoration will be held 
on Monday, February 3, from 8:00 AM until 
6:30 PM.  We ask for people to sign up for 
1/2 hour time slots during those hours. 
There is a sign up sheet on the piano in the               

                    back of church. 

 
ANNUAL PARISH CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 

 
Again, we will provide you with a printed copy of your 
parish contributions by request only.  
Statements will be available after January 1, 2020 
and may be requested by contacting the church  
office. We do ask that you please request it a week 
 in advance. Copies can be mailed or picked up, 
whichever you prefer. 

 CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES 2020  

January 25
th
 at 10 am is the Candidate/Sponsor to be 

held at St. Liborius in the church.  The meeting will be  
approximately an hour and a half, if we can start on 
time. ALL SPONSOR FORMS ARE DUE BACK! 



 
 
 
  From the pen of the pastor… 
 
 
 
 
In today’s Gospel we hear this familiar line from the 
Mass being used to describe Jesus Christ: 
 
“Behold, the Lamb of God.” 
 
We hear Jesus described as the “Lamb of God” so of-
ten that we rarely stop and think about what it means.  
This phrase is just one of those things that we hear and 
use so often that it is part of our normal Christian us-
age.  It will be worthwhile to consider just what is meant 
by this phrase.   
 
The first meaning we can draw from the phrase “the 
Lamb of God” comes from the paschal lambs that were 
slaughtered during the time of the Exodus from Egypt 
by the ancient Israelites.  You will recall from the Book 
of Exodus chapter 12 how God commanded Moses to 
direct each family among the Israelites to procure a 
lamb, sacrifice it, and sprinkle it’s blood upon the door 
posts of their homes so that it would be a sign to the 
Angel of Death to pass over that home when the time 
came for the death of the first born sons in Egypt.  This 
was the First Passover and it was during the celebration 
of the Passover that the death and resurrection of Je-
sus took place.  Jesus Christ is the final lamb that is 
slain to save His people from death that comes from our 
sins. 
 
The second meaning is taken from the account of the 
Suffering Servant in the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.  
The prophet Isaiah speaks of the Suffering Servant who 
will set His people Israel free from their sins in this way: 
 
“He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he 
opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the 
slaughter.” 
 
Jesus Christ is not the great military conqueror that 
most in Israel are expecting, rather like the Suffering 
Servant he will be mistreated and killed.  Yet, He will 
also be triumphant and bring about salvation for His 
people. 
 
The final meaning is taken from the Book of Revelation.  
It is revealed to John that the Lamb who has been slain 
is the victorious and triumphant one who is worthy to 
open the divine scroll and break its seals that will bring 
about the final victory of God.  When we in the Mass 
proclaim that Jesus Christ is the “Lamb of God,” we are 
announcing that He is the one sets us free from the 
bonds of sin and death; that He is the one whom God 
has sent to us to bring about our salvation; and that He 
is the one who will win the final victory over the power 
of the evil one. 
                                                  ~Father Eickhoff 
 

Deacon David’s Deliberation 
 

While I was working on my homily this past week, I 
sort of was stuck on the line “Behold, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world.” Then I 
started to think about sin and sins in general. How a 
sin or sins is/are not just an act or action. “I broke 
the Third Commandment three times I broke the 
eighth one six times, the tenth one, once.”  That 
breaking one or any of the commandments is not 
about the act or action. Missing Mass, stealing, sex, 
murder, being cruel. Sin is about absence, an ab-
sence of love. An absence of love for God, for oth-
ers, for myself.  It is about losing love, God’s love; it 
is about breaking Gods heart, maybe the person 
you have hurt their heart, and breaking our own 
hearts. When I lose love, love for our Lord, is when 
I screw up (sin). Without love, without God’s love. I 
have nothing, nothing to share, nothing to give. Sin 
to me is like dropping a pebble in water. Those 
waves from dropping the pebble go out and out, 
touch, and effect all the water, to its very shores. 
My sin goes out and out and effects my entire 
world, the whole world. It effects my whole life, the 
lives of all those around me, my very presence on 
this temporal world! Just the way I carry myself 
when I do not love. How can I stay in love, in grace, 
with God? Why would I forget…no lose, His love for 
even a minute, a second? Jesus gave His life for 
us. He is also our Shepherd, we are His lambs. Just 
as He sacrificed His life for us, we must sacrifice 
our lives to share His love in this temporary world. 
What is wrong with the world today? SIN or an  
absence of LOVE? Would love to hear your 
thoughts! 
 
Deacon David 

YOUTH GROUP LEADERS….PRESENT & FUTURE 
 

There are 3 youth groups for the young people of both 
parishes and Mother Teresa Catholic Academy. 
 
On January 29

th
 after the 7 pm Mass at St. Liborius 

there will be a meeting for all leaders, helpers, and  
anyone who has helped or are interested in helping 
with all grade levels of our youth groups. The idea is to 
share ideas, thoughts, hopes, and renew the energy 
and direction of our youth groups. As always, your help 
and ideas are appreciated and welcomed! We will 
meet in the RE building. The youth are the future of the 
Church, please consider helping if you can! 



 
 

Dine Out 
 

 Thursday, January 30, 2020 
From 11:00 am till 9:00 pm at 

 

1372 Main Street 
Crete 

708-672-4000  
Up to 20% of food and drink total  

Will be donated back to  
Mother Teresa Catholic Academy 

Includes Dine in - Carry out – Delivery  
Crete Location Only 

 

Physical copy of flyer needs to be provided to the 
cashier when paying  

(Flyers cannot be passed out at the restaurant) 
 

Give yourself a break from cooking! 
 

They have Great Pizza, Pastas, Sandwiches and 
more! 

Check out their website https://
www.aureliospizza.com/location/crete/ 

 
*************** 

YOU ARE INVITED! 

Please come to celebrate Mass with us at MTCA on 
Thursday, February 23 at 8:30 and stay for a continental 
breakfast at 9:30 to hear our new enrollment plan for the 
2020-2021 school year!  We would love to get your  
input!  All are welcomed and encouraged to attend. 

ATTENTION: 
 PARK FOREST RESIDENTS 

 
The Park Forest Fire Department is 
 offering FREE smoke detectors and 
FREE Carbon Monoxide Detectors   

                     to any Park Forest resident. 
 

How do you get a FREE detector?  
 

Call the station at 708-481-4549 and set up an 
 appointment. We will come to your home and install 
them and help you create a fire safety plan. 
(must live in Park Forest). 
 
Smoke detectors are only good for about 10 years. 
We will install a 10 year detector in your home and 
you will not have to replace a battery again!  
 
Carbon Monoxide detectors last about 7 years and 
should be located near the bedrooms. We will come 
out and install a Brand New detector for FREE! 
 
PFFD is trying to make our town much safer at no 
cost to you.  

TRIVIA EVENT 
 

Nina Council Ladies Auxiliary will be holding their 
annual Trivia Event on Sunday, January 26, 2020 in 
St. Mary Ryan Hall.  
 

Tickets are $12 in advance only. 
  Doors open at 2:00 pm. 

 
 There will be light refreshments served halfway 
through Trivia. Snacks will be served throughout the 
event.  
 
Contact Linda Marron @ 708-747-0105 to  
purchase tickets. 



 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

CNA (Certified Nursing Assistant  

A Certified Nurse Assistant is needed for the afternoon 
shift in the Assisted Living Unit at St. Francis Woods 
Convent, 9201 W St Francis Road, Frankfort, IL. For 
details, call Karen Hannon, RN, 815.464.3860. 

 
 

PART-TIME BUSINESS MANAGER 
 
 
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church and School in 
Winfield is looking for a part time Business Manager. 
  
They would be responsible for the complete  
Accounting Cycle (including creation of financial analy-
sis and other requested reports); Personnel records 
and safe environment compliance; parish payroll;  
Liaison to various oversight committees and groups; 
Interacts with school principal; oversight of parish office 
staff.  
  
The qualified candidate for this ministry must be a per-
son of faith committed to Gospel values and the  
Catholic Faith. They need to have at least an  
undergraduate degree in business with extensive  
accounting experience and at least 5 years of business 
and/or church related experience. Should be computer-
literate and comfortable with Microsoft Word, Excel. 
 
To apply for this position, email a cover letter, resume 
and salary requirement to Deacon Dave Ritter at:  
deacondave@maryqueen.org 
 

 
FORGIVENESS 

 
 The only true forgiveness is that which is offered and 
extended even before the offender has apologized and 
sought it. 
      
                                          —Søren Kierkegaard  

 
A STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 

 
In today’s Gospel, John the Baptist shows us how what we 
do and say reveals to others what we really believe. He 
has a clear sense of who he is and who he is not, and by 
his life’s work he gives testimony to God’s active presence 
in people’s lives. He challenges us to examine how our 
actions reveal our attitudes, testify to our beliefs and show 
how those beliefs reveal our true selves to others. Good 
stewards of their faith are aware of the sort of God they 
reveal to the world by their words and actions.  
 
Do our acts witness to a God who takes away that which 
alienates people from God and each other?  
Do our actions truly reveal God’s presence in the world 
today?  

Living God’s Word 

 
When at Mass, we call on Jesus several times as the 
Lamb of God—at the beginning in the Gloria and twice in 
preparation for Communion. Pray for our world this day to 
recognize Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world. 
Copyright © 2013, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 
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