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Mass Schedule 
 

  Saturday:      4:30  PM (St. Liborius) 
  Sunday:         8:30 AM        
                       10:30 AM  (St. Liborius)       
  Monday:        7:00 PM                        
  Tuesday:       8:00 AM 
  Wednesday:   7:00 PM (St. Liborius) 
  Thursday:       8:30 AM (MTCA) 
  Friday:            8:00 AM (St. Liborius)                                    
   
Rosary :  Mondays, 6:30 PM (St. Mary) 
 
  Eucharistic Adoration: First Monday of 
  each month from 8:00 AM-6:30 PM. 
         (excluding July & August) 
 
                                   

 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
   

 Monday    6:00-7:00 PM 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
  Parents wishing to have their first child baptized 
at St. Mary are required to attend a Baptismal 
Preparation Class which is held on the first  
Monday of the month after 7:00 p.m. Mass.   
Baptisms are normally celebrated after the  
regular Mass time on Sundays, but can be  
arranged at other times or during Mass upon 
request. 
 Please call the church office at (708) 748-6686 
to schedule. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage  
  Wedding ceremonies must be arranged at least 
6 months in advance.  Contact the church office 
at (708) 748-6686. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Due to the Privacy Act, hospitals can no 
longer inform us when a parishioner is admit-
ted to the hospital. A close relative needs to 
notify the church office at  (708) 748-6686 to 
request an anointing for parishioners who are 
hospitalized or seriously ill at home. 

 
 

The Baptism of the Lord 
 January 12, 2020 



 
 LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

 
 

January 19 
 

                             8:30 AM                                                                                   
   
                    EM  Jackie Smith                               
                          Brenda Torres                         
                          Joe Smith                    
                   LEC  Paul Rupright                                              
                   SER  Joseph Canty            
                          Julia Canty                   
  

  
 
 
 

 
   
                   
 
 

Estimated Parish Budget Expense (2017-2018)    
$235,260.00 

 
 

Weekly Parish Budget:     $4,524.00  
(Budget Expense divided by 52 weeks. This is the minimum 
amount needed weekly to help the parish meet its weekly  
goal).     
 
                                 December 29, 2019 
 
 
                                          $5254.50 
 
 
                         
             Sunday Offertory:                        $2787.00 
             Online Giving:                                $452.50 
             Christmas:                                    $1855.00 
             Christmas Flowers:                         $35.00 
             Solemnity of Mary                         $125.00 
 
 
 
 
                                   January 5, 2020   
 
 
                                         $6088.50 
 
              Sunday Offertory:                         $3954.00 
              Online Giving:                                 $632.50 
              Solemnity of Mary:                         $762.00 
              Christmas:                                       $250.00 
              Building Fund:                                $490.00 
 
              Parish Scholarship Fund:                $94.00 
              Church in Latin America:                 $30.00 
              **not included in parish budget 
                                       
                       
              
 
 
      Thank you for your generous support of St. Mary!                                            

 
                  MASS INTENTIONS                                    
 
               January 13-January 19 
 
 

Monday:      7:00p   For the Victims of Abortion                                                                                                           
Tuesday:     8:00a   Mary & Frank Cristelli 
Wednesday: 7:00p   At St. Liborius                    
Thursday:     8:30a   At MTCA 
Friday:          8:00a   At St. Liborius  
Saturday      4:30p    At St. Liborius                           
Sunday        8:30a   Frank Stiny (Mary Anne Mele)                                 
                                 Anthony Spinozzi (Spinozzi Family)                                    
                  10:30a    At St. Liborius                                            

 
THIS IS MY BELOVED SON 

 
 This Sunday’s celebration of the Baptism of the 
Lord closes the Christmas season. In the scriptures we 
see one more epiphany, or manifestation, of the Spirit 
of God in Jesus—but this time it is as an adult, rather 
than as a child.  
Jesus’ baptism also serves as the inauguration of his 
prophetic mission and the messianic age.  
 Today’s reading from Isaiah describes God’s cho-
sen Messiah, upon whom God’s spirit rests.  
In the Acts of the Apostles Peter says that “God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
power” (Acts 10:38). Finally, in the proclamation from 
Matthew’s Gospel Jesus’ baptism in  
water goes almost unnoticed. The crucial moment 
comes when the Spirit of God comes upon Jesus and 
a voice from heaven echoes the words of Isaiah: “This 
is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased” (Matthew 3:17). 
                                                 Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
 

Our next Eucharistic Adoration will be held on Monday, 
February 3, from 8:00 AM until 6:30 PM.  We ask for 
people to sign up for 1/2 hour time slots during those 
hours. There is a sign up sheet on the piano n the back 
of the church if you are willing to commit to a specific 
time. Even if you cannot commit, all are still welcome to 
come in during those hours for peaceful prayer time in 
the Lord’s presence. 



 
 
Christmas flowers were donated on 
honor of or in memory of…. 
 
 
 

 
      Paul Sweeney                     Sam & Vicky Melei 
      Loretta & Silvio Corsetti      Carmen Corsetti 
      Albert & Frances Pluth        Kottmeyer Family 
      Carmen Andrade                 Elizabeth Andrade  
      Jason Nowitzki                    Sean Nowitzki 
      Tom Andrade  

            ANNUAL MTCA  
    NFC/AFC TAILGATE PARTY   
 

Sunday, January 19  
1:00 PM  (Doors open at noon) 

 $5.00 at the door (1st responders free) 

The games will be broadcast on wide screens through-
out the gym.  There will be food and a cash bar not to 
mention watching the games with friends.  LRC games, 
football squares, and other games will be available to 
play while watching football.  We will also have raffles 
throughout the day to win cash and prizes.  We look 
forward to seeing you.   

       This is a 21 and over event; no children please! 

 
 
From the pen of the pastor... 
 
 
 
Today the Church celebrates the Baptism of the Lord.  
 In some ways this is a strange event.  We understand 
Baptism as necessary for us human beings so that our 
sins may be forgiven, and we may be reconciled with 
God.  Jesus Christ had no sins that needed to be forgiv-
en, nor did He need to be reconciled with God since He 
is the Second Person of the Holy Trinity and always in 
perfect unity with God the Father and God the Holy  
Spirit.  So why does Jesus have himself baptized? 
 
Some theologians have suggested over the centuries 
that Jesus allowed Himself to be baptized so that we 
might have an example to follow.  Others have said that 
Jesus allowed Himself to be baptized so that the  
elements of baptism such as the water become holy and 
fit for the purpose of washing away our sins and restor-
ing us to a place in God’s favor.  Still others have stated 
that the baptism in the Jordan River is the moment when 
Jesus is publicly called forth as the Messiah.  These are 
valid reasons for Jesus allowing Himself to be baptized.  
There is another reason that Jesus allows Himself to be 
baptized.  This reason is that it allows the Holy Trinity of 
God to fully reveal Himself as Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit to all the world. 
 
The great hallmark of Christian baptism is the three-fold 
immersion (or pouring) in water of the person being bap-
tized while calling upon the three persons of the Most 
Holy Trinity:  Father, Son, and Spirit.  We are baptized - 
that is our sins are forgiven and we are united to God so 
that we might share in the Divine Life of God - into the 
complete understanding of who God is that is revealed 
to us by this act of baptism in the Jordan River.  No one 
prior to this moment had this understanding of the true 
and complete nature of God explicitly revealed to them.  
We Christians are the beneficiaries of this moment.  
What occurred in this moment was this:  The nature of 
God was revealed as existing in three distinct, yet united 
persons.  God the Father calls out from heaven that Je-
sus is His Son, and since He is the Son then Jesus the 
Son of God also shares in the same divine nature as 
God the Father.  All the while God the Holy Spirit is pre-
sent linking both Heaven and Earth, and the Father and 
the Son.  The three persons of the Holy Trinity are pre-
sent in both their distinctiveness and their unity. 
 
This may all seem to be rather “high-fluting” and in the 
“nice to know, but not critical” category of knowledge of 
God.  However, it is of great importance to us human 
beings.  If we truly with to serve God, if we truly wish to 
love God, then we should strive to know everything we  
possibly can about God.  And this true understanding of 
God in three persons lies at the core of who God is.  To 
put this knowledge aside is to deliberately cut ourselves 
off from truly knowing and loving God.  And we really 
don’t want that. 

TRIVIA EVENT 
 

Nina Council Ladies Auxiliary will be holding their an-
nual Trivia Event on Sunday, January 26, 2020 in St. 
Mary Ryan Hall.  
 

Tickets are $12 in advance only. 
  Doors open at 2:00 pm. 

 
 There will be light refreshments served halfway 
through Trivia. Snacks will be served throughout the 
event.  
 
Contact Linda Marron @ 708-747-0105 to purchase 
tickets. 

 
 

ANNUAL PARISH CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 
 

Again, we will provide you with a printed copy of 
your parish contributions by request only.  
Statements will be available after January 1, 2020 
and may be requested by contacting the church  
office. We do ask that you please request it a week 
in advance. Copies can be mailed or picked up, 
whichever you prefer. 



 
From Deacon David Prete….. 

 
 

THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST 
 

Christ is bathed in light; let us also be bathed in light. Christ is baptized; let us also go down with him, and rise with 
him. 
 
John is baptizing when Jesus draws near. Perhaps he comes to sanctify his baptizer; certainly he comes to bury sinful 
humanity in the waters. He comes to sanctify the Jordan for our sake and in readiness for us; he who is spirit and 
flesh comes to begin a new creation through the Spirit and water. 
 
The Baptist protests; Jesus insists. Then John says: I ought to be baptized by you. He is the lamp in the presence of 
the sun, the voice in the presence of the Word, the friend in the presence of the Bridegroom, the greatest of all born of 
woman in the presence of the firstborn of all creation, the one who leapt in his mother’s womb in the presence of him 
who was adored in the womb, the forerunner and future forerunner in the presence of him who has already come and 
is to come again. I ought to be baptized by you: we should also add, “and for you,” for John is to be baptized in blood, 
washed clean like Peter, not only by the washing of his feet. 
 
Jesus rises from the waters; the world rises with him. The heavens like Paradise with its flaming sword, closed by Ad-
am for himself and his descendants, are rent open. The Spirit comes to him as to an equal, bearing witness to his 
Godhead. A voice bears witness to him from heaven, his place of origin. The Spirit descends in bodily form like the 
dove that so long ago announced the ending of the flood and so gives honor to the body that is one with God. 
 
Today let us do honor to Christ’s baptism and celebrate this feast in holiness. Be cleansed entirely and continue to be 
cleansed. Nothing gives such pleasure to God as the conversion and salvation of men, for whom his every word and 
every revelation exist. He wants you to become a living force for all mankind, lights shining in the world. You are to be 
radiant lights as you stand beside Christ, the great light, bathed in the glory of him who is the light of heaven. You are 
to enjoy more and more the pure and dazzling light of the Trinity, as now you have received – though not in its fullness 
– a ray of its splendor, proceeding from the one God, in Christ Jesus our Lord, to whom be glory and power for ever 
and ever.    Amen. 
 
 – From a Sermon by Saint Gregory of Nazzianzus 
 
The Spirit of God comes upon Jesus as he is baptized by John. 
 
At Jesus’ baptism, God affirms his Son’s mission for salvation. God announces his pleasure with Jesus and, in Mat-
thew’s Gospel, announces to all that, “This is my beloved Son” (Matthew 3:17). With this affirmation, Jesus is able to 
resist the temptations described next in Matthew’s Gospel and to begin his public ministry. As family members, we 
can support one another in our Christian living by affirming the importance of each person in our eyes and in God’s. 
Confident that through our Baptism we too were made children of God, we can resist temptation and share in Christ’s 
mission. 
 
Gather as a family to read today’s Gospel, Matthew 3:13-17. Recall that God’s message about Jesus was meant for 
us, “This is my beloved Son.” It was also an affirmation for Jesus about his role in God’s plan. 
 
Place each family member’s name on a slip of paper and put the names in a bowl. Invite each person in the family to 
choose another family member’s name and to prepare a message for that person, affirming their importance in God’s 
eyes and in your family life. Pray together that your family will continue to support one another in your baptismal prom-
ises to be disciples of Jesus and then invite each person to read aloud the message they prepared. Conclude by pray-
ing together the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Loyola Press Family Connection 
 

“We are clothed to live our Baptism every day, as new creatures, clothed in Christ.” 
Pope Francis 



 

DAY OF REFLECTION 

What:    Day of Reflection 

When:   Thursday, February 13, 2020          

Time:      9:00 am-12 pm 

Where:   One Heart One Soul Spirituality Center 
                        2041 W. State Route 113 
                        Kankakee, IL  60901 

                        Free Will Donation 

                        Reservations:  815.935.0800 

                        (Sr. Mary Stella)  

Presenter:  Sr. Linda Hatton, sscm  

Topic:         Growing in Nonviolence Through Prayer 

Summary:     Our daily media resources report the 
violence in our world, nation, cities and even our 
homes. We invite you to spend a morning of prayer 
pondering Jesus' beatitude "Blessed are the peace-
makers for they will be called children of God." How 
can we become a people of peace in our troubled 
culture? 

REFLECTING ON GOD’S WORD 

 
Margaret left the massage therapist feeling released 
from the stress of the last few months, renewed and 
energized. It was as though the memory in her mus-
cles was erased and their power was unleashed by 
the therapist’s healing touch and aromatic oils. 
The Rite of Baptism includes a kind of symbolic 
“massage” that has a similar purpose. The newly bap-
tized are anointed with fragrant chrism and empow-
ered by the Holy Spirit to live as members of Christ, 
who was anointed priest, prophet, and king. This con-
nects Christians, the new Israel, to ancient Israel, in 
which priests, prophets, and kings were anointed to 
show that the Spirit of God was with them. It also con-
nects us to Jesus, as today’s scriptures show.  
In the second reading we hear that “God anointed Je-
sus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power,” after 
which he “went about doing good, for God was with 
him” (Acts 10:38). Matthew shows Jesus being sym-
bolically anointed with the Holy Spirit as God’s chosen 
Son, and the first reading describes what Jesus was 
chosen to do: establish “justice on the earth . . . open 
the eyes of the blind . . . bring out . . . those who live in 
darkness” (Isaiah 42:1, 7). In short, Jesus was chosen 
as the Messiah, or “Anointed One,” of God who would 
inaugurate the messianic era. The baptized are cho-
sen and anointed as well, to continue Christ’s messi-
anic mission in the church. 

—Virginia Stillwell 
Copyright © 2013, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

 

                          LIVING GOD’S WORD 

 
All the baptized have been “anointed with the Holy 
Spirit and power.” What is the Spirit empowering you 
to do? Should you write a letter to your senator about 
a justice issue, or volunteer at a prison or a school for 
the blind? 

Copyright © 2013, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

PEACE 
 
 We should have great peace if we did not 
busy ourselves with what others say and do. 
 
                                                                       —Thomas à Kempis 


