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Mass Schedule 
 

  Saturday:      4:30  PM (St. Liborius) 
  Sunday:         8:30 AM        
                       10:30 AM  (St. Liborius)       
  Monday:        7:00 PM                        
  Tuesday:       8:00 AM 
  Wednesday:   7:00 PM (St. Liborius) 
  Thursday:       8:30 AM (MTCA) 
  Friday:            8:00 AM (St. Liborius)                                    
   
Rosary :  Mondays, 6:30 PM (St. Mary) 
 
  Eucharistic Adoration: First Monday of 
  each month from 8:00 AM-6:30 PM. 
         (excluding July & August) 
 
                                   

 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
   

 Monday    6:00-7:00 PM 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
  Parents wishing to have their first child baptized 
at St. Mary are required to attend a Baptismal 
Preparation Class which is held on the first  
Monday of the month after 7:00 p.m. Mass.   
Baptisms are normally celebrated after the  
regular Mass time on Sundays, but can be  
arranged at other times or during Mass upon 
request. 
 Please call the church office at (708) 748-6686 
to schedule. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage  
  Wedding ceremonies must be arranged at least 
6 months in advance.  Contact the church office 
at (708) 748-6686. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
  Due to the Privacy Act, hospitals can no 
longer inform us when a parishioner is admit-
ted to the hospital. A close relative needs to 
notify the church office at  (708) 748-6686 to 
request an anointing for parishioners who are 
hospitalized or seriously ill at home. 

 
 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
 January 5, 2020 



 
 LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

 
 

January 12 
 

                             8:30 AM                                                                                   
   
                    EM   Jane Schmitt 
                           Patricia Fowler 
                           Catherine Brady                                  
                   LEC   Emmanuel Alozie                                              
                   SER  Samantha Gutierrez            
                          Thanh Nguyen                  
  

  
 
 
 

 
                   
 
 

Estimated Parish Budget Expense (2017-2018)    
$235,260.00 

 
 

Weekly Parish Budget:     $4,524.00  
(Budget Expense divided by 52 weeks. This is the minimum 
amount needed weekly to help the parish meet its weekly  
goal).     
 
                                December 22, 2019 
 
 
                                          $3022.50 
 
                         
             Sunday Offertory:                        $1275.00 
             Online Giving:                                $462.50 
             Immaculate Conception:                   $5.00   
             Christmas:                                      $150.00 
             Christmas Flowers:                        $280.00  
             Building/Improvement Fund:        $850.00  
 
 
             PADS Donation:                              $500.00 
             **not included in parish budget 
 
   
 
                                December 25, 2019  
 
             Christmas:                                    $4652.00                     
 
 
      Thank you for your generous support of St. Mary!                                            

 
 

 
                  MASS INTENTIONS                                    
 
                January 6-January 12 
 
 

Monday:      7:00p  Christopher Stiny (Mary Anne Mele)                                                                                                            
Tuesday:     8:00a   Michael Comer (Louise Comer)) 
Wednesday: 7:00p   At St. Liborius                    
Thursday:     8:30a   At MTCA 
Friday:          8:00a   At St. Liborius  
Saturday      4:30p   At St. Liborius                           
Sunday        8:30a  Therese Liesenfelt  (Joe & Jackie  
                                Smith)                   
                   10:30a  At St. Liborius            

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
 

There will be Eucharistic Adoration tomorrow from 
8:00 AM until 6:30 PM.  There are still several open 
spaces that need to be filled during the afternoon.  
Please see the sign up sheet on the piano in the back 
of the church. All are welcome. 

 
LIGHT OF THE WORLD 

 
Epiphany can be understood as an extension of 
the Nativity of the Lord that we celebrate on  
December 25. While at Christmas we celebrate 
Jesus’ coming as the long-awaited king and Messi-
ah of the Jewish people, on Epiphany we celebrate 
the revelation that Jesus is the Savior and Light of 
all nations—Jews, Gentiles, and all people. 
The star shines so brightly that it attracts magi who 
come from far distant countries to worship Jesus. 
They are not Jews, yet they are drawn to the Light 
of the world. The letter to the Ephesians reveals 
that the Light of the world was for the Gentiles as 
well as the Jews—Christ gathers all people into the 
light of his love. The reading from Isaiah also  
describes a gathering of diverse peoples, but this 
time it is to the light that emanates from the people 
of God. 
                                       Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

 
                  Please pray for the repose of the soul of 
                longtime parishioner Pearl Spinozzi who 
                passed away recently. 

ANNUAL PARISH CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 
 

Again, we will provide you with a printed copy of your 
parish contributions by request only. Statements will 
be available after January 1, 2020 and may be  
requested by contacting the church office. We do ask 
that you please request it a week in advance. Copies 
can be mailed or picked up, whichever you prefer. 



NINA COUNCIL 3602 LADIES AUXILIARY 
SAVE THE DATES 

 Sunday, January 26, 2020 
Annual Trivia Event at St. Mary 

Sunday, February 23, 2020 
Mardi Gras Event at St. Irenaeus 

*More information to follow……. 

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD…… 

ANNUAL TAILGATE PARTY 

Sunday, January 19, 2020  

 1:00 PM 

Doors open at noon (21 & over event) 

Watch the bulletin for details…. 

*********** 
OPEN HOUSE 

Sunday, January 26, 2020 

1:00-3:00 PM 

 
 

 
From the pen of the pastor… 
 
 
 
It strikes me that I have not yet proclaimed the words 
“Merry Christmas!” to you.  I suppose I could plead that 
since I must write out these Christmas and New Year’s 
bulletin articles early due to pre-Christmas deadlines, I 
have just not thought about doing so yet.  I am going to 
correct that now: 
                                 Merry Christmas! 
 
I am not really late in telling you this since the Church is 
still celebrating Christmas.  Why should our joy over the 
birth of our savior be confined to a single night and day?  
Instead the Church’s celebration continues over several 
weeks and is marked by several different feasts.  Today 
for example the Church rejoices over the Epiphany of the 
Lord.  Traditionally this feast marks the visit of the Three 
Wise Men to Jesus.  More precisely, this feast marks the 
revelation of Jesus to the world as its Messiah (for whom 
the Three Wise Men stand in as the people of the world).  
This is an important point to make.  Jesus is not just our 
savior or the savior for a particular group of people or the 
savior for some nations.  Rather, He is the world’s salva-
tion and every nation, every people are meant to belong 
to Him.  Granted, some people and some nations may 
reject Him or turn away from Him, but that does not mean 
that they do not belong to Him.  Those peoples or nations 
that do not acknowledge Him as Lord will find out in the  
fullness of time that they will be held to account to Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Knowing that Jesus Christ is the world’s salvation what 
should we do in response?  The first is to acknowledge 
that Christ is Lord of all the parts of our world.  There is no 
part of the world or its people who should not hear the 
Word of God.  The second is to acknowledge that Jesus 

Christ is not just Lord in some grand sense of space and 
peoples, but also of every aspect of our individual lives.  
Jesus is not just Lord of Sunday or when it is convenient 
for us to acknowledge Him, but of every day and part of 
our lives.  Remember how the Three Wise Men – as the 
song goes – journeyed so far to meet and worship the 
new-born King.  They abandoned everything to seek out 
the Messiah.  Will we have even a tenth part of their ea-
gerness to dedicate their lives to Jesus?  Our response to 
this feast day of the Epiphany of the Lord should be to 
dedicate every part of our lives to Jesus Christ and to not 
withhold from our savior any aspect of our lives. 

 

                                                              ~Father Eickhoff 

 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 
Before long, people will be throwing Mardi Gras 
beads in the streets of New Orleans—purple, gold, 
and green. A few will be in on the secret: the colors 
of the beads are derived from the gifts of the magi. 
Gold for wealth, purple for power, green for good 
health. The gifts are also a key to the identity of the 
Christ Child: the incense for God; the gold for a king; 
the myrrh, fragrant burial ointment for one who 
comes to die. 
Centuries ago, today’s feast bore the heavy burden 
of celebrating all the manifestations of Christ’s identi-
ty: the birth of Jesus, the coming of the magi, the 
baptism of the Lord, the wedding feast at Cana. It 
was too much for one day. Fortunately the one day 
has blossomed into a whole season of grateful  
celebration, stretching behind us into Advent, and 
ahead of us into the Baptism of the Lord and to 
Christ’s coming again in glory. Tonight, be sure to 
light the Christmas lights, and gather at the crèche 
for a favorite carol and a prayer. 
                          —James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



REFLECTING ON GOD’S WORD 

 
They were men in love with the lights of night—
astrologers, star-gazers, meaning-makers tuned in to 
the signs in the heavens, as Matthew tells it. A strange 
star moving across the sky led them into Israel. Arriving 
in Jerusalem, they asked where the newborn king of the 
Jews was, so they could offer homage.  
 
Herod was less than delighted, indeed “greatly troubled, 
and all Jerusalem with him,” at hearing of a new king on 
the block (Matthew 2:3). But he assembled the chief 
priests and the scribes, who remembered that the 
prophet Micah had proclaimed that the Messiah would 
be born in Bethlehem.  
 
So they set out again, with Herod’s duplicitous request 
whispered into their ears. The star reappeared and led 
them to the house where the child and his mother were. 
Falling down in worship, they offered gifts, and went 
back home. End of story—as we like to remember it. 
 
Of course, that is not the end. Receiving no word, Herod 
is enraged and orders the death of all children under the 
age of two. Joseph, Mary, and the child flee to Egypt. 
Power does not welcome competition, even in the form 
of a child. 
 
But God wills all people to know salvation. Jesus came 
to draw all into the reign of God and to empower them to 
live the God-life that is the Father’s gift. The darkness of 
evil continues to threaten but it will not overcome as long 
as there are those who seek the light, follow it, and allow 
it to lead them to the child. 
 

—James A. Wallace, C.Ss.R. Copyright © 2013, World Library 
Publications. All rights reserved. 
 

 

LIVING GOD’S WORD 

 
We pray that the light of God’s love, shown to us in 
Jesus Christ and placed within us with the gift of faith, 
may lead others to this same faith. We also pray that 
we may continue our own journey into the mystery of 
God and find Christ waiting for us at journey’s end. 

Copyright © 2013, World Library Publications. All rights re-
served. 
 

 
LECTIO DIVINA PRAYER BREAKFAST 

 
Lectio Divina, literally meaning “divine reading”  is an  
ancient Christian practice of praying the Scriptures. 
Learn about the history of Lectio Divina in your person-
al prayer life and have an experience of Lectio Divina 
in group prayer. 
 
Presenter Susan Amann, took the position of Director 
of Spiritual Ministry with the Servants of the Holy Heart 
of Mary in late July of 2019. 
 
When:  January 9 from 9:00 AM-11:30 AM. 
Where: One Heart One Soul Spirituality Center 
              2401 W State Route 113, Kankakee 
 
For reservations call Sr. Mary Stella at 815-935-0800 

 

A STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 

“You have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace…” 
This is how Saint Paul begins his letter to the mem-
bers of the Church at Ephesus in today’s second 
reading. He proclaims that he, and they, are stewards 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ, and therefore stewards 
of God’s loving, unifying and inclusive grace. He also 
proclaims that the Holy Spirit is at work within each of 
them, if only they would be open to the Spirit. Today, 
our world races by with intolerance, violence, desper-
ate poverty, fear and division. At the beginning of this 
New Year, perhaps it is appropriate to reflect on Saint 
Paul’s words and ask ourselves how we can be good 
stewards of the gospel today.  

How will we allow the Holy Spirit to work within us? 
How can we be better stewards of Christ’s justice and 
peace? 

                              International Catholic Stewardship Council 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM 

 
Almost every year at Christmastime, you can find 
a newspaper article or TV documentary about the 
star of Bethlehem. Astronomers give various theo-
ries about whether the magi saw a supernova, or a 
comet, or a conjunction of two or more planets. 
But for us, the star has a deeper meaning.  
 
In Matthew's Gospel, light is used as a symbol of 
the good news of Jesus coming into the world. 
That's why verse 9 of the Gospel has the image of 
the star preceding the wise men and stopping over 
the house where Jesus was. By following the star, 
they become followers of Christ. So what do the 
magi show us about following Jesus? First, they 
take the initiative. They saw the star, figured out 
what it meant, and made their journey. As follow-
ers of Jesus, we can look for what needs to be 
done (in our family, parish, or community) and do 
it. 
 
Second, they expressed their faith in Jesus by the 
gifts they brought: gold--a gift for a king, who is 
worthy to be followed; frankincense--Jesus is wor-
thy to be worshiped as Son of God; and myrrh--
Jesus becomes king by dying for us all. We can 
express our faith in many ways. We can volunteer 
to help the poor, the elderly, or the disabled. We 
can teach our children how to pray and tell them 
about all that God has done for us. 
 
Third, they were not afraid to take risks for  
Jesus. How often do we take risks for the Lord, by 
openly speaking about our faith, or giving God 
credit for the good that we do? Let the star of 
Bethlehem remind us that Jesus is the star of our 
lives. 
 
                      Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A STEWARDSHIP PRAYER for the New Year  

Mary Ann Otto, Minister for Missionary Discipleship,  

St. Joseph and St. Mary Parishes, Appleton, Wisconsin  

 

Lord of new life,  

Thank you for the gift of a new year.  
You have entrusted us  
with the coming days,  

weeks and months as stewards  
of your divine plan;  

to live in gratitude, joy,  
and an ever growing confidence  

in your Kingdom to come.  

We ask for the humility  
to reform our lives;  

the courage to commit ourselves  
to you no matter the cost;  

and the wisdom  
to shine the light of faith  

on others.  

Open our hearts,  
give us your Spirit  

and show us how to  
share your love  

so that we may bring hope  
to a world in need of your  

justice and peace.  

We pray to be a sign of your  
grace in this new year  

through your son, Jesus Christ,  
who lives and reigns with you  
and the Holy Spirit, one God,  

 
ILLNESS 

 
They are as sick, 

that surfeit with too much, 
as they that starve with nothing. 

 
                             —William Shakespeare, Merchant of Venice 
 


